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small thought  about exclusion.       
Art Moser 
 
 My first experience with Jim Crow occurred in the summer of 1944.  I 
was stationed at Ft. Benjamin Harrison just northeast of Indianapolis involved in 
special training. At times we had the opportunity to catch the bus and spend part 
of the day in the city usually hanging out at the Circle in the center of downtown.  
It was something of a shock to me to see signs in some of the windows of the 
stores around the Circle reading “Negro Patronage Not Solicited.”  While I did 
not know any African Americans, I did not understand the mindset that would 
exclude them from shopping at a particular store. 
 
 Part of the next year I spent at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.  On occasional 

trips into nearby Hattiesburg or on weekend passes to New Orleans I became more aware of the separation 
of races as a common practice.  Drinking fountains and rest rooms were labeled “White” and “Colored”.  
While there were black people on the streets, they did not eat at the same restaurants or stay in the same ho-
tels that we did. 
 
 Later that year our General Hospital was being set up on the island of Tinian in the Marianas Islands.  
Many units, including ours, had outdoor movie theaters.  At times, we hiked to neighboring units to see a par-
ticular movie.  One night, at our own theater, three African American men sitting in our theater were removed 
by Military Police.  An explanation was given that they were not from our unit, but, of course, this was never 
done for anyone else. 
 
 In his book, Exclusion and Embrace, Miroslav Volf describes exclusion with two characteristics.  One 
is to not recognize the interdependence of all humanity, that in one sense or another, we all depend on each 
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other, and thus to place ourselves “in a position of sovereign independence.  The other then emerges either 
as an enemy … or a nonentity—a superfluous being—that can be disregarded or abandoned.”  The other 
characteristic is to not recognize the other person as being a part of this pattern of interdependence.  “The 
other then emerges as an inferior being who must either be assimilated by being made like [ourselves] or be 
subjugated to  [us].”1  I sense that the treatment of African Americans until fairly recent times reflected Volf’s 
description of exclusion. 
 
 At about the time I started reading Volf’s book, my wife and I saw the movie “The Help”.  Millie had 
already read Stockett’s book2, so I began reading it also.  Although this is a novel, it displays quite accurately 
the mindset that I had seen and which was prevalent in much of society before the changes brought about by 
the civil rights movement and the accompanying legislation.  Unfortunately, it is a mindset which, to some de-
gree, still persists.  Exclusion is still a problem in society, and that practice includes the church, at least in cer-
tain aspects. 
 
 In Stockett’s novel, black people were expendable.  A maid, “the help”, could be fired for any cause or 
for no cause.  What happened to them after that was irrelevant; no one cared.  They were nonentities, super-
fluous. 
 
 In addition, they are “different”.  They have different diseases than we do.  They aren’t as clean as we 
are and they can’t be taught. Since they can’t be made like us, they must be subjugated to us.  These are just 
a few of the samples of exclusion which Stockett includes and which fit Volf’s description of exclusion. 
 
 Fortunately, much of that has changed, at least on the surface.  Yet exclusion is still practiced in our 
culture.  Volf argues that the opposite of exclusion is not inclusion, because inclusion generates its own ex-
cluded groups.3  The first to be excluded are those who do not practice inclusion in the same manner as 
those who exercise power in society. 
 
 But surely this does not happen in the church?  Or do we exclude people whose theology or Bible 
translation or religious practices are “inferior” to ours?  Do we set ourselves in “sovereign independence” over 
them?  Do they then become our enemies or, maybe, just nonentities whom we can simply ignore? 
 
 Do we realize that we are part of an interdependent society, that every single person is important and 
we need them in our lives?  Do we understand how we can be enriched and blessed by people who, regard-
less of ethnicity or religion, seemingly have little to offer, those with no observable talents, those who are hard 
to tolerate, the poor, the needy, those at the low end of the totem pole?  Are there any “inferior” people in our 
thinking? 
 
 We all practice exclusion at times without being aware of it.  That person who hurt us two years ago, 
the person whose way of life doesn’t match ours and whom we don’t understand, the person who makes us 
uncomfortable. 
 
 The British poet, John Donne, wrote:  “No man is an island entire of itself; every man  
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main…”  Francis Schaeffer said, “With God there are no little people.”4  
Miroslav Volf considers the opposite of exclusion to be embrace.  What does he mean by “embrace”?  Maybe 
we’ll look at that at a later date.5 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
1.  Miroslav Volf, Exclusion and Embrace:  A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation.   Abing-
don Press, 1996.  p. 67. 
2.  Kathryn Stockett, The Help.  G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2009. 
3.  Volf, op. cit., pp 58-64. 
4.  Francis Schaeffer, No Little People.  InterVarsity Press, 1974, p. 13. 
5.  For an easily readable application of Volf’s ideas, see Unconditional by Brian Zandt; Charisma Media, 2011.  
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In my life I have a few heroes. Some are pastors, theologians and authors; some are in the world of sports that 
combine their skill with their Christian faith and witness. Michael Card is one of those heroes.  

 
I first became aware of Michael when reading Contemporary Christian Music magazine in the mid 1980’s. The 
article was about the first of his three albums about the life of Christ, Known by the Scars. As I recall, there 
was concern from his record company that the new songs were not commercial enough, and that they wanted 
him to scrap the current album in lieu of something more “radio friendly”.  I ended up picking up Known by 
the Scars when it finally was released. I loved how he brought the scriptures to music, and have picked up eve-
rything else he has released since that time.  
 
Tammy and I have seen Michael in concert several times, among them a few concerts at Grace Presbyterian 
Church in Peoria, Wesley United Methodist Church in Bloomington, the Arcada Theatre in St. Charles, a re-
stored theatre along the Fox River, a church near the campus of the University of Illinois in Champaign and 
most recently at a church in Ohio, where we attended his Biblical Imagination Conference on the Gospel of 
Luke.  Through Michael, we have been introduced to such artists as Fernando Ortega and Sara Groves, who 
opened concerts for him in the past.  
 
While I was first attracted to Michael because of his music, I appreciate every bit as much – if not more - his 
Bible teaching.  In his 30 year career, in addition to releasing 31 albums, he has authored or co-authored 24 
books. His latest book is Luke: The Gospel of Amazement, the first of four books in the new Biblical Imagi-
nation Series. Michael’s next book will be on the Gospel of Mark.  Mark: The Gospel of Passion will be re-
leased on March 3. Through using what he describes as his biblical imagination, taught to him by his mentor, 
the late William Lane, Michael brings fresh insight to the scriptures that I know you will appreciate.  
Michael recently did a few interviews that will help you to better understand this concept of biblical imagina-
tion.  
 
· A two-part interview with Covenant Seminary Professor Greg Perry on the program “Living Christ To-

day”, that originally aired on February 21 and 22. You can access those programs at  http://
www.livingchristtoday.com/dailymessages/allwebcasts/  

· An interview with Steve Brown on the program “Steve Brown, Etc, that was re-aired on July 29. You can 
access that interview at  http://stevebrownetc.com/2011/07/29/the-gospel-of-amazement-%e2%80%93-
michael-card-on-sbe-re-air/ 

To learn more about the Biblical Imagination Series, go to www.biblicalimagination.com.  
 
We are very pleased to invite Michael and his team to Christ Church to present the Biblical Imagination Con-
ference on the Gospel of Mark Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 24. In addition, Michael will be per-
forming a concert at the church on Sunday evening, March 25.  You can go to www.michaelcard.com to pur-
chase tickets for the conference and concert.  
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 There will be several opportunities to volunteer to help promote and support this event. A few of these are 
listed below:  
 
· Assist with refreshment service for the conference/concert attendees and Michael’s team throughout the 

weekend.    
· Help with the promotion of the event.  
· Transport Michael and his team around town. We will need a vehicle that will comfortably seat six and a 

driver. The driver will need to be at least 21 years old with a good knowledge of our community and be 
available from the time the team arrives on Friday until they depart Monday.  

· Assist the Deacons with setting up the sanctuary for the conference on Friday and then resetting it for the 
Sunday worship services.       

· Work the merchandise table throughout the weekend.  
· Execute the load-in/set-up/load-out of musical equipment.  
· Serve as ushers for the conference and concert.  
· Run the sound for the conference and concert.  
· Help coordinate a Friday luncheon with area pastors.  
 

These are just a few of the opportunities in which you can assist with this exciting event, and ensure a great 
time for Michael, his team and the attendees. If you are interested in any of these items, please contact me at 
(309) 452-5438 or at bntpence@msn.com 
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If you have a question for  
Pastor Bob, just send it to 
bntpence@msn.com. 

 

You recently mentioned that the next 
book that you would be preaching from 
would be the Epistle of Paul to the Phi-
lippians. Could you please share your 
heart about what your hope is for this 
season as you open up Philippians for 
us?  

Pastor Bob: One, I hope to fit in a series 
before Christmas. This series, however, 
will address common problems: suffer-
ing, selfish ambition, discontentment, 
pride, and anxiety. We'll see how the 
Gospel and Christ's supremacy cures all. 
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October 21 –  Michael W. Smith will be in concert at the Sangamon Auditorium on the University of       
Illinois campus in Springfield. 

October 21 –  Keith and Kristyn Getty will be in concert at Grace Presbyterian Church.  

October 22 –  Third Day and Tenth Avenue North will be in concert at the Prairie Capital Convention    
Center in Springfield at 7:00 p.m. 

October 29 –  Casting Crowns & Sanctus Real will be in concert at the Peoria Civic Center at 7:00 p.m. 

November 16 –  Chris Tomlin brings his “And if God is With Us” Tour to Olivet Nazarene University in    
Bourbonnais.   

November 18 –  Chris Tomlin brings his And If Our God Is For Us tour to the Scottrade Center in St. Louis 
with Louie Giglio and special guest Christy Nockels at 7:00 p.m. 

November 29 –  The Oak Ridge Boys will bring their Christmas Show to the Peoria Civic Center Theatre.  

December 15 –  The Gaither Christmas Homecoming comes to the US Cellular Coliseum, in downtown 
Bloomington.   

March 25 –  Michael Card will be in concert at Christ Church!!  
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· Southern Baptist Convention President Bryan Wright recently announced that he had appointed a task 

force to study a possible name change. He stated that abandoning the 166-year-old identifier would help 
the group thrive in both America and internationally.    

· Tim Keller will release Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City on January 
30. His book The Meaning of Marriage: Facing Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God re-
leases on November 1.     

· And speaking of new books on marriage, Mark Driscoll and wife Grace will release Real Marriage: The 
Truth about Sex, Friendship & Life Together on December 1.    

· Rob Bell, author of the controversial book Love Wins, has decided to leave Mars Hill Church, the Grand-
ville, Michigan, megachurch he and his wife founded 12 years ago, to focus on a broader audience, the 
church announced on September 22.  

· On November 15, Chris Tomlin will release How Great Is Our God...The Essential Collection. It will in-
clude a collection of music from the past decade, including a new recording of the song, How Great Is Our 
God.  

· The David Crowder Band will release their first Christmas album 
“Oh for Joy” on October 4. The track listings is:  "Joy To The 
World", "The First Noel", "Go Tell It On The Mountain", "Angels We 
Have Heard On High", "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel", "O Holy 
Night", “Silent Night" and "Carol of the Bells / Christmas Eve 
(Sarajevo 12/24)". The band will release its final album on January 
10, 2012. 

· Michael W. Smith will release his second instrumental album, titled 
Glory on November 22. Glory, Smith’s 23rd overall album, follows 
his 2000 gold-selling instrumental album Freedom.     
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Dr. Don Kistler, founder of Soli Deo Gloria Ministries and later Northampton Press, 
held two conferences at Christ Church some years back. He indicates that the latest 
books from Northampton Press are now out:  
Faith, by the Puritan Jeremiah Burroughs, which is actually two smaller books in one 
volume. The other is a great resource for dealing with Roman Catholics, titled Prepar-
ing For Eternity, by Mike Gendron. Both titles can be purchased from 
www.northamptonpress.org. 

 
Currently in the works for release later this year are: A Treatise 
on Self-Denial by Thomas Manton and Let Us Pray, a compila-
tion of essays by men such as John MacArthur, R.C. Sproul, 
Steve Lawson, Joel Beeke, Robert Godfrey, and several oth-
ers. Don hopes to have both of these in print before the end of 
the year, depending on funding.   
 
In the proofreading stage is another classic work by Jeremiah Burroughs, Moses' 
Choice, perhaps the finest treatment on suffering Don indicates that he has been privi-
leged to read.  
 
If you'd like to donate to the work, you can do so by personal check, or you can do so 
from the Northampton Press website. 
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Desiring God recently announced a new missions resource, A Holy Ambition: To Preach Where Christ Has 
Not Been Named.  
This short paperback is a missions primer of collected sermons from John Piper to help you cultivate a holy 
ambition for the name of Christ to be proclaimed among the unreached and unengaged peoples of the world. 
The book was inspired by Pastor John's 2006 sermon on Romans 15. 
 
Table of Contents 
Introduction  
1. A Holy Ambition: To Preach Where Christ Has Not Been Named 
2. Missions: The Worship of Jesus and the Joy of All Peoples 
Part One: A Biblical Theology of Gospel-Centered Mi ssion  
3. The Story of His Glory 
4. Those Who Have Faith Are the Sons of Abraham 
5. If You Are Christ's, You Are Heirs of the Promise  
Part Two: The Mandate of World Missions  
6. Other Sheep That Are Not of This Fold 
7. The Unfathomable Riches of Christ, for All Peoples, Above All Powers, 

Through the Church 
8. The Aroma of Christ Among the Nations 
9. Gospel to the Nations, Generosity to the Poor 
Part Three: The Costs and Blessings of Mission  
10. Doing Missions When Dying Is Gain 
11. "I Am Sending You as Sheep in the Midst of Wolves" 
Conclusion  
12. Declaring His Glory Among the Nations 
Appendices  
1. Prosperity Preaching: Deceitful and Deadly 
2. Driving Conviction Behind Cross-Cultural Missions: Fourteen Foundational Tenets for Fostering a Mis-

sions Movement 
 
To place an order call Desiring 
God at 888.346.4700 between 
9:00 and 5:00 (CDT), Monday to 
Friday, or order online at 
www.desiringgod.org  
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I bring greetings from an old man kept young(er) by working with your kids during the summer months. We 
started this adventure almost seven years ago; it has morphed over those years. It began as an out-growth of 
the Walk Thru the Bible series and has since changed every year to its present form. 
 
Our intent has been to give our young people an overview of God's working in history – The Big Picture. 
 
In method, we use group and individual activities to reinforce the information and help the young people gain 
an understanding of Biblical history.  Every week is different; from the formation of the chairs to the content 
covered, numerous activities are experienced.  For class demeanor, we divide into two groups – the ‘guys’ vs. 
the ‘gals’; a competitive spirit keeps the class quiet and focused (I wished I had learned that the first year).  We 
provide refreshments and a drink at the beginning of the hour – that gets them to the class promptly.  I believe 
that is the one character quality that does not change into adulthood.  Ha! 
 
In content, we walk from Genesis through John and the Revelation covering all of Biblical history and we do 
that in 12 weeks. Obviously we leave out a few of the details.  A series of 56 hand signs help the students keep 
a clear progression of events from creation to His coming again.  A power point covers all books of Biblical 
history and a time line that corresponds.  This aids in helping the students ‘see’ God working in history.   On 
the floor, we chart out a geographical ‘walk’ that gives the young people an overview of ‘where’ it all hap-
pened. 
 
This year we raised the bar to include a "Certification"  that all students** who complete the program (those 
going into 6th grade) must pass before they are allowed to return and help assist in the class. This certification 
requires that the student be able to name all books of the Bible and give the category of each, i.e., history, po-
etry, etc; know all hand signs; explain the geography and time line of Scripture from Genesis through Revela-
tion; pass a 39 question quiz covering all of the information above.  In return, they receive a Certificate of 
Completion, a new copy of the ESV Bible, a set of ‘Walk through the Bible’ study cards and a hug from Mr. 
Landess.  They also get a job helping in the summer class until they reach High School age (if they so choose, 
of course).  Lord willing, our event next year will even be better as we intend on beginning each session with 
more one-on-one attention given by our “certified students”. 
 
It has been extremely rewarding to watch our young people mature in their understanding of the big picture.  
As I explained to one of our young ‘certified students’ last week, “all we are doing is putting up the wall studs 
in a building”.  They will be able to add to this as 
they continue to study His Word in the coming 
years.  Holy Spirit permitting, the home will be-
come a living, breathing cell yielding to the Head, 
Christ, and nurturing others in the process.  This 
will hopefully honor the King. 
 
If your child is not yet involved in this summer 
event, please prayerfully consider having them 
join us next summer when we “walk through the 
Bible”! 
 
The old man, 
Lonnie Landess 
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** Completing 
the course this 
year:  

John Barrett, 
Sarah Barrett, 
Wesley Keithley,  
Matthew Nagle,  
Rebekah Nagle, 
Calvin Otto, 
Sophie Otto and 
Caid Swiger; 
others intend to 
complete the 
Certification  
before we begin 
our 2012 session.   
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
The Pastor:  A Memoir by Eugene Peterson.  Harper One, 2011.  317 pages.* 
 
 Have you ever read a book in which, at the end, you felt as if you had been having a conversation with 
the author?  Where things he said stirred contemplation in you and responses as if directly to the author?  
Where you felt as if this is what the author wanted?  That was the impression I had as I finished this memoir. 
 
 Eugene Peterson was a Presbyterian (UPCUSA) pastor for almost thirty years in Baltimore, MD.  He is 
also well known as a writer of some thirty books and the author of the paraphrase of the Bible, The Message.  
The Pastor consists of his memoirs as a pastor. 
 
 Peterson begins with relevant information about growing up in Montana of Swedish descent, his itiner-
ant evangelist mother, his Assemblies of God background, and his desire for participation in the academic 
world.  At seminary, as an intern, he found himself involved in church activities although he did not intend to 
become a pastor.  There he met his wife, Jan, whose influence helped change the direction of his life. 
 
 The bulk of the book concerns his 29 years as a pastor of Christ Our King Church, initially called Cata-
combs Presbyterian Church because they met for three years in the basement of the Peterson’s home.  In an 
honest and vulnerable manner, Peterson reveals much of the joys and difficulties of being pastor of that 
church.  One of his great strengths is telling stories, and he uses that technique effectively to illustrate how he 
shaped the church and how it shaped him. 
 
 Most certainly, this is not a “how-to” book, yet much of the book is about how Peterson met the chal-
lenges of pastoring this start-up church in a new and growing suburb of Baltimore.  But he tells the story in a 
conversational style, not as a series of lectures, not even as any sort of guide as to how to run a church.  In 
fact, he downplays “success stories” but relates his mistakes and what he learned from them. 
 
 The book is divided into four sections.  “Topo and Kairos” consists of two chapters, one outlining the 
influence in his life of his Montana background and the other about the influence of his intern days in New 
York.  He reports the effect of seeing “Pastor John of Patmos”, that is, John the Apostle and his relationship 
to the seven churches of Asia Minor, as a major factor shaping his own concept of pastor. 
 
 Part Two, “’Intently Haphazard’”, begins with incidents from his early years in Montana and progresses 
through his exposure to the larger world.  It ends with his time at seminary and his meeting and marriage to 
his wife, Jan. 
 
 The major part of the book, dealing specifically with his time at Christ Our King Church, is Part Three, 
“Shekinah”.  Part Four, “Good Deaths”, is not primarily about death although one chapter centers on his par-
ents’ deaths.  Mostly it is about transitions, leaving one calling or place for another.  Here Peterson makes his 
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only reference to the production of “The Message” which began as a means of making the Scripture more un-
derstandable to his congregation, and it became a major publication at the urging of an editor at The Naviga-
tors. 
 
 Overall, it is the unique quality and style of his writing which makes Peterson’s books so compelling.  
He has a powerful way of making a point by telling a story, and he does this very effectively in this book.  He 
also has a way of re-naming things which causes one to think differently about them, although this can some-
times be disconcerting 
 
 For example, he defines church as “a colony of heaven in the country of death, a strategy of the Holy 
Spirit for giving witness to the already-inaugurated kingdom of God.”  (Think carefully about the implications of 
that description.)  In their new, carefully designed building, worship began to be thought of as “the formation 
of salvation detail by detail, day by day, in the bodies of men and women and babies …”.  Recalling worship 
in the tabernacle and temple, Peterson remarks, “Yahweh cannot be seen or touched.  We can only be in at-
tentive presence, in prayer and submission, in adoration and obedience.” 
 
 Speaking of spiritual maturity, Peterson writes: 

 
 We don’t grow and mature in our Christian life by sitting in a classroom and library, listening to 
lectures and reading books or going to church and singing hymns and listening to sermons.  We do it by 
taking the stuff of our ordinary lives, our parents and children, our spouses and friends, our workplaces 
and fellow workers, our dreams and fantasies, our attachments, our easily accessible gratifications, our 
depersonalizing of intimate relations, our commodification of living truths and idolatries, taking all this 
and placing it on the altar of refining fire—our God is a consuming fire—and finding it all stuff redeemed 
for a life of holiness. 

 
    One last quote which summarizes much of his story:  “I didn’t want to be a pastor whose sense of 
worth derived from whether people affirmed or ignored me.  In short, I didn’t want to be a pastor in the ways 
that were most in evidence and most rewarded in the American consumerist and celebrity culture.” 
 
 Peterson’s book is a fascinating look into one man’s honest and open struggle to become a pastor 
who fulfilled the role of pastor, not as dictated by the surrounding culture including the culture of the Christian 
community, but as a man called by God to shepherd a flock of his kingdom.  In his conversation with you as 
you read this book, you will better understand the struggle and the difficulties and dangers associated with 
being this kind of pastor.  It will also encourage you to think more deeply about church, worship, spiritual 
growth, and a host of other relevant ideas.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
*This book is also reviewed in the current (September/October 2011) issue of Books and Culture.   
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
A Fragile Stone: The Emotional Life of Simon Peter by Michael Card. Intervarsity 
Press. 2003. 191 pages. Abridged audio book read by Michael Card.  
 
In his music, Michael Card has often taken on extensive projects. He has produced 
three albums on the life of Christ; three albums on the Old Testament, and a project 
on lament, among others. Currently, with the Biblical Imagination Series, he is pro-
ducing books on the Gospels of Luke (2011), Mark (2012), Matthew (2013), and 
John (2014).  Many of these albums are also combined with a companion book. In 
2003, Michael released both a book and an album on the life of Peter, both titled A 
Fragile Stone.   
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Card explains that Peter has been somewhat neglected by Protestants who disagree with the Roman Catho-
lic view of Peter as their first pope.  As a result, there are not many books in print about Peter. As Card does 
so well, he first lays out some facts about Peter’s life. Some of these are:  

· His given name was Simon bar-Jonah.  
· He is referred to almost two hundred times in the New Testament. By contrast, John is mentioned only 

thirty-one times.  
· Jesus gave him the new name Peter, but then mysteriously never calls him by that name.  
· He has a brother, Andrew, who first brought him to Jesus.  
· He was originally from Bethsaida, but relocated to Capernaum.  
· He was a fisherman by trade.  
· He was not formally educated.  
· He was married.  
· He was in the core group of the twelve disciples – we could call them “the Three” – with his former 

fishing partners James and John.  
· He was clearly the leader among the Twelve. The disciples are often designated “Peter and those with 

him”.  
· His name always appears first in the lists of the disciples.  
· He was the first to be called by name by Jesus.  
· He was the first person to confess his sinfulness to Jesus.  
· He receives from Jesus the most severe rebukes.  
· At least seven miracles of Jesus were performed for Peter or connected to him.  
· Besides Jesus, he is the central character in many of the stories in the Gospels.  
· The first Gospel (Mark) was written because of him and became the pattern for the other Synoptics, 

Matthew and Luke.  
· After his miraculous release from prison, Peter leaves Jerusalem, where James takes the lead, giving 

himself to missionary work at Antioch, Corinth and finally Rome.    
 
What I most appreciate about Michael Card’s teaching is how he brings fresh insights to the Scriptures. A few 
excerpts from the book that I would like to highlight are:  
 

· When Peter tried to walk on the water.  Card writes:  
 “The lesson is that Peter needed to sink in order to take the next steps of faith in Jesus. Because 

walking on the water does not ultimately increase our faith, only sinking does! Those who ask for 
miracles and receive them soon forget. But those who suffer for Christ’s sake never forget.”  

· Regarding Good Friday. Card writes:  
 “Jesus and his disciples were celebrating their Passover on Thursday when everyone else in Jerusa-

lem was making preparations on Friday. This means that the Jews of Jerusalem were preparing and 
slaughtering their Passover lambs at precisely the same moment the following day, when Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, was dying on the cross.”  

· On Peter’s denial. Card writes:  
 “After he denies Jesus the third time, Luke records that Jesus turned and looked at Peter across the 

courtyard. It was this look, I believe, that broke Peter’s heart. The understanding gaze of Jesus could 
not have been one of disdain or condemnation. That was not Jesus’ way. I believe the only look that 
could have broken Simon Peter was of love and forgiveness. Which is just what we would expect 
from our Savior.”   

 
I read this book when it was released in 2003. Recently, I listened to Michael reading the book in an abridged 
audio book format.  As I listened to the audio book, I would from time to time stop and listen to a few songs 
from the companion album. This resulted in a wonderful experience.  
 
Card reveals a Peter who is easy to relate to because he is flawed and so much like us, with all of his strug-
gles, mistakes, joys and sorrows.  Peter struggles with doubt, pride and immaturity. He shows fear and has a 
knack of saying the wrong thing. We could say that Peter reflects the best and worst in all of us. The reader 
can especially relate to Peter as Card focuses on Peter’s emotional life, his inner thoughts and feelings. Ulti-
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mately, Card shows how Peter goes from his three-time denial of Jesus to being the leader of the early 
church.     
 
When Michael brings his Biblical Imagination Series conference to Christ Church in March, he will be teaching 
on the Gospel of Mark, which is basically the Gospel of Peter, written by Mark. I highly recommend this book, 
or the short audio book (less than three hours in duration) as a way to prepare for the conference.   
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Christians Get Depressed Too by David Murray. Reformation Heritage Books. 128 pages. 2010. 
   
I first was introduced to David Murray on the Connected Kingdom podcast, which Murray co-hosts with Tim 
Challis. Murray is Professor of Old Testament at Puritan Theological Seminary. This short, but helpful and 
practical book will be of help for those suffering from depression or those who are caregivers. Murray gives us 
a balanced and biblical view of the difficult subject of depression.   

The title of the book tells us that Murray will argue that some Christians get depressed. Murray begins the 
book by considering why we should study depression and then asks how we should study the subject. He 
then looks at what depression is and the different approaches to helping people with depression. He looks at 
what the sufferer can do, what caregivers can do and what the church can do.  And, in what could be the 
most important chapter of the book, Murray looks at the varying causes of depression.    

Murray gives us several reasons why we should study this subject. They are:  

· Because the Bible speaks about it. The Bible frequently describes men and women who manifested many 
of the symptoms of depression and anxiety.�

· Because it is so common. One in five people experiences depression, and one in ten experiences a panic 
attack at some stage in life. An estimated 121 million people worldwide suffer from depression. Murray 
writes that there appears to be an epidemic of depression, anxiety, and panic attacks among Christians – 
both young and old.�

· Because it impacts our spiritual life. The depressed believer cannot concentrate to read or pray. And they 
don’t want to meet people, so they may avoid church and fellowship. They often feel that God has aban-
doned them.�

· Because it may be prevented or mitigated.�
· Because it will open doors of usefulness. Murray writes that the general rule is that those who listen most 

and speak least will be the most useful to sufferers.�
· Because it is so misunderstood. Murray writes that it is absolutely vital for Christians to understand and 

accept that while depression usually has serious consequences for our spiritual 
life, it is not necessarily caused by problems in our spiritual life.�

· Because it is a talent to be invested for God.�
· Because we can all improve our mental and emotional health.�

Murray states that there are three simplistic extremes that we should avoid when con-
sidering the cause of depression. First, that it is all physical; second, that it is all spiri-
tual; third, that it is all mental.  

One view is that all depression is caused by sin. As a result, rebuke, repentance and 
confession are required. This idea is widespread in the evangelical church, largely as 
a result of the writings of Jay Adams’ nouthetic counseling movement and of those 
who have followed him in the modern biblical counseling movement.   Murray writes 
that in the commendable attempt to secure a much-needed place for Christian pastors 
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and counselors in the treatment of mental illness, the nouthetic counseling movement has often gone to the 
opposite extreme in attempting to exclude doctors, psychologies, and psychiatrists from the treatment proc-
ess.  

Murray states that the modern biblical counseling movement is best represented by the personnel and minis-
try of CCEF (Christian Counseling and Education Foundation). He states that CCEF has continued Adam’s 
pioneering reformation of Christian counseling practice. They have responded to some of the criticisms of Ad-
ams by presenting a more nuanced and sympathetic approach to counseling Christians with depression and 
other mental and emotional problems.  Murray’s main concern with the nouthetic counseling movement is its 
assumption that behind almost every episode of depression is personal sin. He indicates that regrettably, the 
modern biblical counseling movement still uses language that supports this conclusion.       

Murray states that in general, we should reassure Christians suffering from depression that most often their 
damaged spiritual relationships and feelings are not the cause of their depression, but the consequence of it.  

In discussing the use of medicine, Murray writes that for Christians there will often need to be a balance be-
tween medicines for the brain, rest for the body, counsel for the mind, and spiritual encouragement for the 
soul. Recovery will usually take patient perseverance over a period of many months and in some cases, even 
years.  

Murray writes that it is important to remember two main principles that govern our understanding of depres-
sion – avoid dogmatism and seek humility.  

Murray states that depression is often divided into two main categories reactive and endogenous. Reactive 
depression is usually traced to some obvious trigger, perhaps a stressful life event or unhelpful thought pat-
terns. Endogenous depressions are thought to be organic or biological in origin. It is the name usually given 
to depressions that seem to have no obvious external trigger, and they are often traced to genetic predisposi-
tion. Murray looks at five triggers of depression – stress, psychology, sin, sickness and sovereignty.  

Regarding sin, Murray writes:  

“I agree with the instinct to oppose the common position that depression is always caused by personal sin. I 
emphasize this point again and again, because blaming our depression on our sin is not only often wrong, it is 
also harmful. It is harmful because it increases false guilt and deepens feelings of failure. It also makes de-
pressed Christians seek a spiritual solution to a problem that may actually originate in the body, life events, 
lifestyle, or unhelpful thought patterns”.  

In looking at the cures for depression, Murray discusses four measures that should be considered parts of a 
“package” of healing.  

��� Correct Your Lifestyle. Here he writes about routine, relaxation, recreation, rest and the need to repriori-
tize.�

��� Correct Your False Thoughts. Murray writes that one of the most common contributory factors to depres-
sion is wrong and unhelpful thoughts.�

��� Correct Your Brain Chemistry.�
��� Correct Your Spiritual Life. Murray emphasizes that while depression in Christians is often caused by non-

spiritual factors, there are spiritual consequences in all depressions. He states that there are a number of 
steps a depressed Christian can take to help reverse at least some of these consequences. He concludes 
the chapter with this summary:�

a.  Ask someone to help you and keep you accountable 
b.  Focus on one problem at a time.  
c.  Decide on the best solution.  
d.  Write out a step-by-step plan.  
e.  Set realistic short-term and long-term targets.  
f.  Review to correct and also to encourage.  
g.  Pray for God’s help and His blessing on the steps as you go.  
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In the final chapter, Murray defines caregivers as the depressed Christian’s family, friends and fellow Chris-
tians who will be involved to one degree or another in helping the sufferer get better. He considers ten areas 
for caregivers to consider when they are trying to help a depressed person get better.  

He first considers study. Along with studying how Jesus dealt with the ill, the weak, and the distressed, 
Murray suggests reading some of the helpful books written from a Christian perspective that are now avail-
able. He also looks at sympathy, support, stigma, secrecy, self-esteem, subjectivism, speak, suicide and 
slow.  

Murray includes an Appendix titled “On the Sufficiency of Scripture: Salvation, Sanctification, and Specta-
cles”, which I did not find nearly as helpful as the rest of the book.   

 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Everyday Prayers: 365 Days to a Gospel-Centered Faith by Scotty Smith. 
Baker Books. 380 pages. 2011.  

Scotty Smith, founding pastor at Christ Community Church (PCA) in Franklin, 
is one of my favorite authors due to his honesty and transparency. He was one 
of the speakers at our recent Men’s Build Conference, and preached at Christ 
Church on September 25. In January, I will have the pleasure of attending his 
week-long “Disciplines of Grace” class at Covenant Seminary in St. Louis.  

I subscribe to Scotty’s blog, and have been receiving his daily prayers for sev-
eral months. I was excited to hear that the prayers would be put into book 
form. I plan to have this book in my office at work, and will start each day by 
reading the prayer for that day.  

In describing the book, Smith writes:  “So Everyday Prayers is a whole year years’ worth of groaning and 
growing in grace – 365 prayers that reflect a lot of gospel lived through a lot of stories and circumstances, 
joys and sorrows, theological propositions and ongoing questions. I prayed my way through Lent and Advent 
and in response to other events of pain and joy. 

Some of the prayers are poetic, perhaps suffering from preacher-speak and alliteration. Some are raw with 
confession and longing. Some of the prayers are born of specific crises: the 2010 Nashville flood, the crisis in 
Haiti, the death of an orca trainer in Orlando – story lines that show believers how to pray the gospel in re-
sponse to all kinds of hard providences.  

Some of the prayers are as broad as heaven, and some are as detailed as gratitude for the smell of baking 
bread or the taste of chocolate. Some of the prayers are esoteric, demonstrating how to pray the gospel when 
you bury your ninety-one year old, Alzheimer’s-stricken father or your beloved sixteen-year-old Yorkie. Some 
of the prayers are born out of the struggle of specific friends, modeling how we bring our friends to Jesus.  

My hope is that Everyday Prayers will simply help you, in some small way, to come more fully alive to Jesus 
on a daily basis and to see how his gospel is “bearing fruit and growing” (Col. 1:6) all over the world and in 
every sphere of life. “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15 NIV)!”  

I look forward to starting each day over the next year by reading these prayers. To read Scotty’s blog, go to 
http://www.christcommunity.org/NewsResources/Blogs/tabid/93/articleType/AuthorView/authorID/332/
scotty777.aspx 
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Dolphin Tale, rated PG 
*** 
This family friendly film is based on a true story about a dolphin named Winter, whose tail is damaged when it 
is tangled in a crab trap line. Sawyer (Nathan Gamble) comes upon the injured dolphin on his way to summer 
school. Sawyer’s father left a few years ago, leaving Sawyer to be raised by his mother, played by Ashley 
Judd.  Sawyer is withdrawn, opening up only to his cousin Kyle, and does not do well in school, thus his rea-
son for having to take summer school.  
But Sawyer is energized by this wounded dolphin. He sneaks into the aquarium/animal hospital where Winter 
was taken and meets Hazel (Coz Zuehlsdorff), whose father Clay (Harry Connick Jr.) runs the facility. Kris 
Kristofferson is likeable as Clay’s father. Where Sawyer doesn’t have his father around, Hazel is missing her 
mother who died a few years back. The two bind around Winter.  
Morgan Freeman, one of my favorite actors, portrays Dr. McCarthy, a prosthetics specialist at a nearby VA 
hospital. We first see him as he is helping Sawyer’s cousin Kyle (Austin Stowell), a record holding swimmer, 
who has just been badly injured in the war. Dr. McCarthy is called in to see if he can somehow help Winter, 
who had to have her damaged tail amputated. This film is based on a true story and Winter stars in the movie 
as herself. It is an inspirational film that the entire family can enjoy. For more information on Winter, go to 
www.seewinter.com.  (Note from Mrs. E—this movie was sappy, so I would give it only two stars.) 
 
 

Moneyball, rated PG-13 
**** 
This film is based on Michael Lewis’ best-selling book about how Oakland A’s General Manager Billy Beane 
used an innovative and new way of looking at a player’s value in order to build his low budget team and com-
pete with teams like the New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox. Brad Pitt stars as Beane in this film which 
will be enjoyed by baseball fans, but also by non-sports fans. After losing three of his best players to teams 
offering them bigger contracts than the A’s can afford, Beane rebuilds his team based on key performance sta-
tistics that point to players that are undervalued by other teams.  
In this film, Jonah Hill, in his first dramatic role, portrays Peter Brand, a recent Yale graduate who uses a cost-
benefit analysis to come up with his recommendations. Brand’s character is actually a combination of charac-
ters from Lewis’ 2003 book Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game.  Hill is excellent as he is hired 
by Beane away from the Cleveland Indians and becomes his Assistant General Manager, much to the chagrin 
of A’s manager Art Howe, played by Philip Seymour Hoffman and the A’s old-school player scouts. 
Beane himself was a “can’t miss” player, who did. He ended his playing career early, choosing to become a 
scout, which led to his becoming the A’s General Manager at a young age. He is divorced and close to his 
young daughter Casey (Kerris Dorsey). Beane gets so tense during the games that he can’t afford to watch 
them, instead listening to them on the radio. The film is rated “PG-13 for language.  I enjoyed the book that 
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inspired this film when I read it earlier this year, and this Bennett Miller directed film is my current favorite of 
the year, narrowly topping “The Help”.    
 
 

The Debt, rated R 
***   
This film is about three agents of Mossad, the Israeli intelligence agency who have a mission to carry out in 
1965. The objective is to enter East Berlin with secret identities and kidnap the notorious Butcher of Birkenau 
(Jesper Christensen), who has conducted horrific procedures on his patients, and take him to Israel for trial. 
The film is tense as Rachel (played in 1965 by Jessica Chastain) portrays a patient who undergoes three fright-
ening gynecological exams by the Butcher. David is played in 1965 by Sam Worthington and Stefan by Mar-
ton Csokas.   The kidnapping of the Butcher is successful, but then things go wrong, and the three agents swear 
to keep secret what really happened.   
Fast forward to 1997, Rachel is played by Helen Mirren, David is played by Ciaran Hinds and Stefan is played 
by Tom Wilkinson. I struggled initially in keeping the young and old David and Stefan straight in my mind.  In 
these later scenes, the focus is initially on a book about the famous mission written by Rachel’s daughter. 
There is new information that the secret the three agents have held for 32 years will be exposed.    
The film is rated R for some sexual content, language, including several abuses of God’s name and violence.  
 
 

Seven Days in Utopia 
** 1/2  
Based on David L. Cook’s best-selling book Golf’s Sacred Journey: Seven Days at the Links of Utopia, this 
film stars Lucas Black as golfer Luke Chisolm, in his third film with one of my favorite actors Robert Duvall, 
who portrays Johnny Crawford. Black is a good golfer in real life, shooting in the low 70’s, so he brings au-
thenticity in the golf scenes, as does the inclusion of several recognizable professional golfers, most notably 
KJ Choi, ironically the only one who doesn’t go by his real name in the film.   
The film opens with Isaiah 30:21: “And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying “This is the way, walk 
in it, when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left”.   
We first meet Luke having a meltdown on the final hole of a televised golf tournament. His father, who we 
later learn has put pressure on his son to perform his entire life, is caddying for him. In the middle of his melt-
down, his father walks away from him. We then see Luke speeding down the road, eventually taking the turn 
towards Utopia, Texas, population 375. 
In Utopia he meets Johnny, an old rancher (in real life Duvall is 80 years old). Johnny tells him that he will 
help him with his golf game if he stays in Utopia for a week. He has to stay for a while anyway while his car, 
which he wrecked when trying to avoid a large farm animal in the road, gets repaired.  
Throughout the week, Johnny, who it turns out was once a championship golfer who struggled with alcohol; 
helps Luke get not only his game back in shape, but also his life. Luke also meets and has an interest in Sarah 
(Deborah Ann Woll), who wants to be a horse whisperer. Sarah’s mother is played by Melissa Leo. A friend of 
Sarah’s, who definitely wants to be more, is Jake, played by Brian Geraghty.    
The film features Third Day’s excellent song “Born Again” and is acceptable for the entire family. It is not a 
great film, but much better than the 12 rating it received from www.rottentomatoes.com, a very low rating. I 
enjoyed the film because of the content (Christianity and golf) and that it featured Robert Duvall. The film 
does have a less than satisfying ending, which was met with obvious displeasure from some in the small audi-
ence in attendance when we saw the film. This faith-based film is rather light on clear Christian content, and 
the ending  is obviously intended to draw viewers to the film’s website www.didhemaketheputt.com (don’t go 
to this site if you are intending to see the film).  
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**DVD Review** 
Rio  
*** 1/2  
This animated feature is about Blu (voiced by Jessie Eisenberg), a blue macaw chick that was taken by smug-
glers out of the Brazilian jungle before he learned how to fly. He eventually ends up in Minnesota and after 
falling off the back of a truck is found by Linda (voiced by Leslie Mann). The two become wonderful compan-
ions and we see Blu living a comfortable life with Linda as she runs a bookstore.  
But then Linda is told that Blu is the last male of his species and needs to go back to the jungle and mate with 
Jewel (voiced by Anne Hathaway).  When in Brazil, Jewel and Blu are stolen from the research center to be 
sold as exotic pets. All of a sudden, the fact that Blu cannot fly is a major concern as he and Jewel seek to es-
cape from the bird smugglers.  
We really enjoyed this film. The animation was striking, the dialogue sharp and the music catchy. There were 
some minor sexual innuendos that may not be caught by younger viewers, but will be by parents.  
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I heard that someone said recently that if you are over a certain age, say 45, when you heard that Michael Card 
was coming to Christ Church your reaction may have been “Cool, Michael Card!” However, if you are under 
that age, and especially if you are well under that age, say in your 20’s, your reaction might be “Who?”   
That is completely understandable. Back in the early days of Coram Deo, Michael allowed us to run several of 
his articles. To help those of you unfamiliar with Michael, here is his biography:   
In a career that spans 30 years, Michael Card has recorded over 31 albums, authored or co-authored over 24 
books, hosted a radio program, and written for a wide range of magazines. While he has penned such favorites 
as “El Shaddai”, “Love Crucified Arose”, and “Emmanuel,” He never imagined selling more than 4 million 
albums or writing over 19 #1 hits. The popularity of his work seemed a stark contrast to his goal in life, to sim-
ply and quietly teach the Bible. 
Although music provided him the opportunity to share insight gained through extensive research, writing 
songs alone limited what he felt called to share. Card would frequently agonize over having to condense the 
vast depth and richness of scripture into a three-minute song. And so he fell, quite naturally, into the field of 
book writing where he has garnered numerous awards.  
Never one to compartmentalize his spiritual life, Card’s quest for community slowly seeped into his profes-
sional life as he began to write articles and books on topics that captured his imagination through conversa-
tions with Bible teachers, friends and contemporaries in both Christian music and the academic community.  
Brennen Manning, Dr. Calvin Seerveld, Dr. Larry Crabb, Kirk Whalum, Dr. George Guthrie, Don Wyrtzen, 
J.I. Packer, and the late Dr. William Lane, people known for their academic biblical contributions to Grammy-
award winning musicians, Card is the first to note what an amazing community of friends and contemporaries 
he has had the opportunity to learn from and grow with both personally and professionally throughout his ca-
reer.  
“Thomas Merton said, ‘The least of learning is done in the classroom,’ and he is so right,” says Card. “The 
bulk of what I’ve learned whether academically, musically, or personally is through interacting with people, 
which is why I think community is so important to our growth as Christians.”  
In everything he does, Card seeks to encourage his audience to join in his own journey to know and be known 
by God by asking questions and entering into meaningful discussion with one another. Card’s vision is to edify 
the body of Christ around the world by sharing experiences and resources in the context of community in order 
to help facilitate the growth of smaller and more intimate communities within his audience’s own churches and 
neighborhoods.  
To that end, Card has branched out beyond the music which made his name known within the Christian com-
munity into the various mediums he uses today; another reason why Card sees the importance of continuing to 
teach at conference centers like Glen Eyrie, The Cove, Columbia Bible College, Maranatha Bible College, and 
even on a regular basis at his home church. 
Whether it’s through his writings, concerts, or teaching, the core of what binds these seemingly diverse en-
deavors together is biblical community. It is at the heart of everything Michael Card does.  
“The one thing we strive to achieve is to reach people where they are,” explains Card. “whether it’s my work 
or the work of someone else, there is a greater chance of reaching more people, who in turn will reach out to 
others in their own community.” 
Michael is a graduate of Western Kentucky University, where he earned his bachelors and masters degrees in 
biblical studies. Michael has also received honorary PhD’s in music and Christian education from Whitfield 
Seminary and Philadelphia Biblical University. Michael lives in Franklin, Tennessee, where, with a group of 
close friends, he pursues racial reconciliation and neighborhood renewal. He and his wife, Susan, have four 
children.   For more information about Michael Card, go to www.michaelcard.com. 
To access the audio files of several classes Michael has held at Christ Community Church (PCA) in Franklin, 
Tennessee, where Scotty Smith is the founding pastor, go to the Michael Card Studio Audio page at http://
www.christcommunity.org/NewsResources/Audio/MichaelCardStudies.aspx. Classes on all four Gospels, and 
on Michael’s book A Better Freedom can be found there.    
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@frontier.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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�Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   rs.revival@frontier.com 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   jbmccord@gmail.com  

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Don Lusk…………..663-9131  
Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 

Bill Pence………… 452-5438 
Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 

Dustin Webb……….287-1147  
Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 

 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 
Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 

Dave Helling……..  862-3510 
Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 

Roy Lyons…………533-4635  
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……    662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Art Moser, Mandi Mitchell, 
Lonnie Landess, Chris McNeilly and Doug Michael. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the November issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, October 25. 
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