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small thought  on “Why do I have 
to go to school?”      Art Moser 
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 �����������	���������������������	���������������& ���+2���8.,��&�����������������������!������������� ���7%
����!��� ���&���	������������!������������ �������4 ���������� �������!�������������������'������������ ����
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small thought  on “Why do I have to go to school?”  
Art Moser 
 
 During the dessert portion of the Progressive Dinner recently, I stumbled 
into a conversation about education.  Involved were moms, dads, and teachers.  
One of the teachers mentioned a student of hers who had been educated earlier 
in Europe and who had noted that if you asked a European about the purpose of 
education the reply would probably be something like “To make oneself a better 
person and to build a better world.”  If you asked an American the same ques-
tion, the answer would likely be “To get a good job and make money.” 
 
 So, who’s right?  Or are both of them right?  Or neither?  Is there another 
way of looking at this question? 

 
 Certainly, in today’s culture an education is essential for anything other than the most menial jobs.  In 
many cases, a college degree is the minimum requirement for employment.  So there is something to the 
American response.  But the question remains:  Is that all there is?  Is there anything of importance to this 
idea of education contributing to one’s personal value or to being the means of creating a better world? 
 
 To really answer that question, it seems there is another question which must be answered first:  
What is my purpose on this earth?  What am I here for?  And for a Christian, what did God save me for, what 
does he expect of me between the time of my salvation and the time of my death? 
 
 The Apostle Peter says of us “you are … a royal priesthood, … that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”1  Note that this defines not just some future 
status; the statement is in the present tense:  “you are”.  As his kings and priests, we are to declare God’s 
praises now and to prepare to so serve him in the future when Jesus returns to usher in his kingdom in its full-
ness. 
 
 What role does education play in this?  Let’s explore some items. 
 
 I did not like history until I was in college and finally had a great history teacher who made the subject 
come alive.  Now I read history although I don’t have to.  Of what value is it?  An old cliché calls history His 
Story, and in a sense it is.  Certainly, biblical history is God’s story, and seeing his hand at work in the story 
makes it much more than a list of names and dates.  Even in general world history, from our position in the 
present we can look back toward past events and see God’s hand in them in ways in which people living 
through those events could not.  Not only does that enable us to praise God, it helps us as kings and priests 
to have a wiser perspective on how our own society should function and how we as individuals should re-
spond to events as God’s children and citizens of his kingdom. 
 
 One of the most interesting things in my lifetime has been the downfall of the Soviet Union and the 
Communist system in Eastern Europe.  In Berlin and in the Balkan countries, it began with the prayers of 
God’s people, candlelight marches, and non-violent resistance.  Not a shot was fired by them, and the whole 
system collapsed.2  God at work in history. 
 
 Then there is literature.  Why do we study dead poets?  Or read thousand page novels about people 
in another century and another country?  Studying the different genre of literature helps us to read Scripture 
with more understanding.  Books of history like 1 Kings or Acts must be read differently from poetry like 
Psalms and parts of Isaiah or prophecy like Ezekiel and Malachi.  And acquaintance with literature not only 
helps us understand people of other times and places but serves as a means of connection with others who 
know literature.  The Apostle Paul used his knowledge of Greek literature to speak intelligently to the non-
Jewish societies as he used Hebrew literature to speak to the Jewish people.  I’ve noticed that younger peo-
ple connect with each other, on Facebook, for example, through the lyrics of songs.  All genre of literature al-
low us to communicate better and so serve more effectively as God’s kings and priests. 
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 And what could be better to study than mathematics!  Of course, I’ve heard all the stories:  “I took al-
gebra (or even calculus) in school and never used it since.”  While mathematics is at the foundation of all our 
technology, that’s not the main point.  In every mathematics course, one learns to think analytically.  That 
gives a person a tool to check on the logical validity of what people say or write.  In this era of unlimited blogs 
(and political campaigns!), that’s important.  It even helps in understanding Scripture.  For example, Luke 17:3 
reads in part, “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.”  People have at times con-
cluded that therefore, if he does not repent, then I am not to forgive him.  But if you know any logic at all, you 
know that statement is not valid. 
 
 On the other hand, Romans 8:9 reads, in part, “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him.”  It is then valid to say, “If anyone does belong to Christ, then he has the Spirit of Christ.”  It 
is important to know the difference between these two forms.  Clear thinking enables us to better serve God 
as his kings and priests. 
 
 These are just three examples of the value of learning things which may be outside our areas of inter-
est or training but which can be very useful in our roles as kings and priests in the Kingdom of God.  God has 
given us the ability to learn and, in this country and time, the opportunity to do so.  God is honored when we 
use his gifts to us to learn more about his creation and the creations of his creatures and when we use that 
knowledge for his glory.  We must not forget that we are “a royal priesthood, … that [we] may declare the 
praises of him who called [us] out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
1.  1 Peter 2:9 
2.  For more details, see Yancey, Philip.  Finding God in Unexpected Places (Revised Edition), Doubleday, 2005.  pp. 
166-169. and Yancey, Philip.  Prayer.  Zondervan, 2006.  pp. 118-121. 
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As they have been engaging new students on campus, the past five weeks have been very excit-
ing for Joe and Felicity. There has been great  excitement and focus from their student leaders. 
An almost record breaking 80 students attended their first meeting at Truman State. At Merrimac 
C.C. Joe has had many encouraging conversations with students and there have been more than 
20 students attending the Bible Studies there. Also more than ever have been coming to the 
weekly meetings at Webster. Joe also taught a 5-part series on a Christian Worldview there. From 
the St. Louis area there are already 500 students signed up for the fall getaway retreat this week-
end. And their little daughter Zoey has her first tooth and can now crawl all around the house.     
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s 1. That students will form long lasting deep relationships with mature believers at the fall getaway. 

2. That more students will come and take a step of faith and attend the fall getaway this weekend. 

3. That God’s hand will move in the hearts of those students that go on the retreat that are not yet Christians and that they 
will come to know the saving Grace of Jesus Christ. 

Mary Suggs  was chosen to be FHG’s new prayer coordinator. Rob recently preached on Ro-
mans 1:18-32 at the local jail as he hammered on the sin of sexual immorality, and how our 
society has become so desensitized to it that it is merely like breathing in air pollution. Out of 
the 20 men there, when he asked them how many grew up without a father in their lives, the 
vast majority of them raised their hands. After preaching many of them surrendered their lives 
to Jesus. One man was even so broken that under conviction he was openly sobbing. As Rob 
reflects he is encouraged by how continuously he sees God moving when he preaches at the 
jails and the homeless shelters 80-90 times a year, and how it is even more exciting that those 
that do surrender their lives to Christ start sharing their faith with others.   
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s 1. That God will give Rob wisdom and direction and guide every decision the board of directors makes.  

2. That God will provide the financial support needed for the ministry and help Christian as he raises support. 

3. That God will also prepare the heart of the person and bring forth the right executive director for the ministry. 

4. That God will also provide 250 new prayer partners who will hold FHG before the Lord regularly. 
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35 individuals/ families transported or hosted 68 newly-arrived students (approx. 50% of the 
total of new arrivals). And they had 30 individuals help with the New Student Orientation. They 
were also able to have some really good relationship building times with the students in the 
summer with volleyball and the blueberry farm trip. They also helped students shift apartments 
due to Cardinal Court closing soon. They continue to study the bible with several different stu-
dents. So far all of the ITT meals have been scheduled for this semester and even some for 
next semester. Both of them are just about re-energized after the busy start of the school year.  
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1. Help from churches for Cardinal Court Students whose apartments will be demolished at the end of the semester.  

2. For Sam their intern from Lincoln Christian Univ. as he interacts with students and works with the Bergers. 

3. Direction for the ITT evenings, events, etc. 

4. Continued interest for a particular Asian student to study the bible, as well as, God’s Spirit drawing in many others. 
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Our denomination, the Presbyterian  Church in America, publishes a   
quarterly magazine titled byFaith.  (There is also an online edition at 
www.byfaithonline.com or you may contact editor@byfaithonline.com for 
e-mail delivery.)  The magazine is edited by Richard Doster.  byFaith is a 
good way to keep up with the    thinking which is going on in the     
denomination and to keep abreast of issues under discussion. 
 
 I was particularly impressed with the recent Fall edition.  There were several good articles, but three of 
them dealt with issues I have been thinking about recently. 
 
 In one article, the editor, Richard Doster, interviewed Os Guinness about his book, The Case for Civil-
ity.  Doster asks Guinness, “What do you mean when you say the religious right’s ways are ‘sub-Christian’?”  
Guinness’ response is that since the 1970s Christians have moved from an overly privatized faith to an overly 
politicized faith.  Two problems arising from that are that we’ve trusted politics to do what it can’t do, and 
we’ve tried to do the Lord’s work in the world’s ways. 
 
 Christians need to move from coercion to persuasion.  We have the apologetic advantage.  Judeo-
Christian tradition is built on a covenantal community, a pattern which was nationalized and secularized in the 
constitution.  But Christians tend to use law alone in defending freedoms.  Guinness thinks this is a mistake 
and that we need to work for a civil public square which neither forbids religious discussion nor insists on one 
religious viewpoint. 
 
 Guinness believes we should be involved in society.  While he agrees the public schools are a mess, 
it is wrong to walk away from them.  There are many Christian teachers in the public schools, but many of 
them are demoralized “because everyone praises the Christian schools and attacks them as if they’re faith-
less for going to the public schools.”  Instead of culture wars, he encourages Christians to think of a Christian 
renaissance, “faithfully living out the way of Jesus in every sphere of our life.” 
 
 The second article is by Gregory Thompson, pastor of Trinity Church (PCA) in Charlottesville, VA and 
investigates the question:  How are we to live in the midst of the culture in which we have been placed?  He 
relates how Covenant Seminary prepared him to serve as an RUF campus minister by leading him through 
stages of cultural engagement.  Yet he had difficulties helping students understand culture because he didn’t 
understand the structure of culture and the dynamics of cultural change.  Of great help to him recently has 
been James Hunter’s book, To Change the World.  (This book was reviewed in the October issue of Coram 
Deo.) 
 
 In the article, he gives a brief summary of the book which argues that Christians must find a new way 
of engaging culture, what Hunter calls “faithful presence”.  Thompson presents four necessary requirements 
for us to achieve that.  First, we need to reflect deeply on our theological convictions.  Second, we need to 
avoid pride which expresses itself in triumphalism.  Our task is not to usher in the eschaton, but to bear wit-
ness to it.  Third, it requires renewed imagination that focuses not on our supposed victimization, but on the 
power to love our neighbors.  Finally, we need to develop a willingness to seek the flourishing of others, to 
bring shalom to our communities. 
 
 The article is accompanied by two sidebars by other PCA pastors giving additional information, includ-
ing the formation of the New City Commons Pastors’ Network. 
 
 The third article is actually a transcribed sermon given by Tim Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyte-
rian Church in New York City.  Using Isaiah 58 and Matthew 25, he discusses the nature of biblical justice.  In 
Isaiah 58:5-7, God defines justice as loosing the chains of injustice, untying the cords of the yoke, setting the 
oppressed free, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and providing the homeless alien with shelter.  Mat-
thew 25 essentially says, if you don’t love the hungry, the naked, the poor wanderer, the homeless, you don’t 
love God.  Justice is the grand symptom of a real relationship with God. 
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Justice is essentially providing shalom, i. e., universal flourishing, wholeness, delight.  In the West, we think of 
justice as individual rights, but biblical justice means “interwovenness, interdependence, bringing individuals 
to see that our stuff isn’t just ours.”  Justice is involving ourselves where the fabric of society is broken down, 
where the weaker members of society are falling through.  Justice equals generosity and personal involve-
ment. 
 
 Justice is identifying with the poor, as God in Christ identified with the poorest in society.  As Jesus 
identified with us, even with the poorest of the poor, so we do justice when we identify with the poor, forget-
ting ourselves and rejoicing in the beauty of God’s kind of justice. 
 
 These articles helped me consider how to live out my faith from other perspectives.  It is good for us to 
see the kind of thinking that is going on within our denomination and allowing it to challenge our own patterns 
of looking at things.  byFaith is one way of doing that. 
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Sunday, 10-10-10 
Pastor Duane Otto 

 

Gracious Father, 
You are the Lord Almighty, 
You are our Creator, 
Our King, 
You are thrice Holy. 
 
Who is like You? 
You are the One who sits enthroned on high, 
Who stoops down to look on the heavens and earth. Your eyes are continually searching to and 
fro for those who love you. 
 
Oh, Father, how we thank you that our help comes from you, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Oh, how we thank you for your mercy and grace. 
We thank you that you will not grow tired or weary of us. 
For as the psalmist tells us, “Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, Your faithfulness to the 
skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, Your justice is like the great deep. How 
priceless is your unfailing love!” 
 
Lord help us to find refuge in the shadow of your unfailing love this morning. For we know we can-
not stand in this world apart from you.  
 
We confess that we have tried. Our hearts betray us. Here this morning we echo confessions of 
old by acknowledging: Apologies not made, repentance not complete, forgiveness not given, repu-
tations not defended, peace not pursued, neighbors not loved, Sabbaths not kept, appetites not 
restrained, parents not honored, spouse not loved, children not trained, hungry not fed, prayers 
unspoken, fears not conquered, sheep not fed, tongue unbridled, eyes unguarded, money 
wasted... 
 
Oh Lord, these are just a few issues of the heart that are readily accessible to us all if we are hon-
est with ourselves. Oh how much deeper these issues must run in your eyes. 
 
Oh, God, we need you. Have mercy on us. There are some here this morning who need the eyes 
of their hearts enlightened in order that they may know the hope to which You have called them, 
the riches of Your glorious inheritance in the saints. Would you do this for us? Show us your great 
power? 
 
Lord, there are some here who grow weary in prayer and service. Would you help them to medi-
tate on your unfailing love? May it be their comfort and peace in these times of waiting and in 
these times of hardship.  
 
Lord there some here who long for a fresh outpouring of your Holy Spirit. When we survey the 
landscape of your beautiful world we see sin, like thick dust, casting a shadow across the hearts of 
man. Would you in your mercy send forth your Spirit in powerful cooperation with the Word? 
 
We pray in Jesus name, 
Amen 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
After You Believe:   Why Christian Character Matters by N. T. Wright.  Harper-Collins Publishers, 2010.  284 
pages plus Further Reading, Notes, Scripture Index, Subject Index. 
 
 Jonathan Edwards, in The Nature of True Virtue, encouraged Christians to attain a life of virtue.  N. T. 
Wright, in After You Believe, encourages the same thing.  He says, “The virtues matter.  They matter deeply. 
… But [they] don’t happen all in a rush.  You have to work at them.”  That is what this book is about. 
 
 Wright contends that developing a life of virtue, that is, developing the strengths of character which 
Christ had, is the reason we remain on earth in this time between our salvation and our death.  Virtue, he 
says, “is what happens when wise and courageous choices become ‘second nature’.”  Life, then, becomes a 
matter of working at developing these virtues until they become second nature and therefore the pattern by 
which we live out our lives. 
 
 After You Believe is a rationale for this position, a description of these virtues and how they play out in 
our lives, and how the virtues can become our second nature.  The book developed out of a question once 
posed to Wright by a young Christian:  “What am I here for?”  Wright’s answer is that our life has more mean-
ing than simply waiting to go to heaven when we die.  Rather, we use this time to develop our character so 
that when Christ returns with his saints to bring in his kingdom in its fullness we will be prepared for “our new 
bodies in which to live with delight and power in God’s new world.” 
 
 Wright then contrasts a true life of virtue with two counterfeits:  living by a set of rules, i. e., legalism, 
and the postmodern idea of looking inside ourselves and being authentic.  Rather, he considers developing a 
virtuous life a matter of responding to and obeying the Holy Spirit as he transforms our lives. 
 
 In Chapter 3, “Priests and Rulers”, Wright focuses on the phrase in Genesis 1:28, “have dominion 
over” or “reign over”, as he phrases it, to point out that from the beginning God meant for humans to reign 
over creation.  “Humans,” he writes, “are to enable the garden to flourish, and to speak words which bring ar-
ticulate order to the wonderful diversity of God’s creation.”  Further, “The point of the project is that the garden 
be extended …”  “Forget ‘happiness’; you are called to a throne.” he continues.  The early Christians, he 
notes, believed that God’s vision for creation, damaged by the Fall, “had been recaptured and restored 
through Jesus’ inauguration of God’s sovereign rule.”  Our role as priests he develops in more detail in later 
chapters. 
 
  The second half of the book begins the study of what virtue, or character, is and how it is developed.  
The emphasis is on learning to live, by the work of the Holy Spirit in us, so that the character of Christ is de-
veloped in us and the life of virtue becomes “second nature”.  This doesn’t happen automatically, Wright says.  
“For Paul, faith, hope, and love are already given in Christ and by the Spirit, and it is possible to live by them.  

���&�	' �	� () *! 	
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But you have to work at it.  And to work at it you have to want to live in the daytime.”  His emphasis in this 
section comes from Romans 12:2, “be transformed by the renewal of your mind” 
 
 Because of statements like the above, Wright has been accused of teaching salvation or righteous-
ness by works.  To that he replies that some people have been “so worried about the danger of ‘works right-
eousness’ that [they have] turned a blind eye to the nature of moral understanding and effort upon which Paul 
is doing his best to insist, and [have] effectively ruled out virtue before it begins lest people should suppose 
themselves to be contributing to their own salvation.”  If you read Wright with any care and without prejudice, I 
think it is quite clear that he is in no way advocating “works righteousness”. 
 
 Wright defines what he means by virtue in Chapter 6.  He names the primary three virtues as faith, 
hope, and love.  He adds to them the nine varieties of fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23:  love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (he uses “great-heartedness” for 
patience and “generosity” for goodness.)  He adds to these items the unity of the body of Christ as an addi-
tional virtue to be developed. 
 
 How does one function as a priest in this context?  Wright talks about “reflecting God’s image once 
more into the world—the image of the generous, loving creator, filling his world with beauty, order, freedom, 
and glory”.  In addition to evangelism and building true communities, there is also the need for the virtues of 
“seeking, generating, and sustaining justice and beauty in a world where both have been at a discount for too 
long.”  He talks about developing “the settled habits of looking out for what’s going on in the surrounding 
world, rejoicing with its joy, weeping with its grief, and above all eager for opportunities to bring love, comfort, 
healing, and hope wherever possible.  And with all these it may bring faith …” 
 
 Wright describes a “virtuous circle” of how this Christ-like character can be developed.  Beginning with 
the Triune God, “having ‘grace’ as its starting point and ‘glory’ … as its goal”, it includes Scripture, stories, ex-
amples, community, and practices, somewhat in that order.  His last chapter defines each of these and how 
they function in the growth of character. 
 
 As with any of Wright’s books, After You Believe is dense, that is, packed with information, deep 
thought, solid logic, and practicality.  As I read through it, I found nothing of significance with which I could 
differ and much which I could enthusiastically embrace.  If you’re wondering “What am I here for?”, this will 
supply, if not answers, at least some very nourishing food for thought. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
An Unexpected Journey: Discovering Reformed Christianity by W. Robert Godfrey. P&R Publishing. 2004. 
150 pages. 
 
Godfrey is President and Professor of Church History at Westminster Seminary Cali-
fornia, and recently named a Teaching Fellow for Ligonier Ministries. He wrote this 
book – part autobiography and part explanation of Reformed Christianity - about his 
experience in coming to Reformed Christianity from the outside in a hope that it 
might clarify Calvinism’s value and vitality on a personal level. Godfrey believes that 
Reformed Christianity is the best, fullest form of biblical religion.  
 
Godfrey reflects that a friend invited him to attend church. He can still vividly recall 
certain aspects of that first Reformed service he attended. Reading that reminded 
me, being raised in the Roman Catholic Church, of how I felt when I first attended 
Grace Presbyterian Church in Peoria, and heard Dr. Bruce Dunn preach.    
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He discusses the different disciplines he observed in his new congregation, which he broke into three areas – 
disciplines of the mind, disciplines of action, and disciplines of time.  
 
Godfrey attended Stanford University, where his interest in the Reformation and church history grew. Godfrey 
writes that much confusion has arisen from the tendency of the Reformed to talk of the five points of Calvin-
ism. He writes that such talk implies that Calvinism is simply summarized in five points. In reality, Calvinism 
cannot be reduced to five points, but is summarized only in its confessions, such as the Belgic Confession, 
the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Westminster Confession.  
 
Godfrey writes that for Calvinists, these points, often called the doctrines of grace, are not the deductions of 
theology, but rather the clear teaching of the Bible.  
 
Godfrey went on to Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, though he writes that in retrospect he believes he 
would have gotten a more thorough and coherent education at Westminster Seminary.  He married Mary 
Ellen in 1968 after a courtship of nearly three years. They have been blessed with three children. He was or-
dained in the Christian Reformed Church in 1979.  
 
Godfrey’s upbringing was almost entirely in northern California. His father was the major of one of the com-
munities in which they lived. After his first year in California, he had an opportunity to study overseas, spend-
ing nine months in Europe.  
 
Throughout the book, Godfrey covers such topics as law and grace, justification and sanctification, the dual 
citizenship of the Christian, and worship. He writes that the Reformed view of worship, or regulative principle, 
declares that the Bible must regulate or rule our worship and that only what the Bible teaches either by decla-
ration or by example can be done in our worship. This arose from a great desire to avoid idolatry.  
 
Godfrey writes that much contemporary discussion seems to assume that worship must be acceptable to the 
worshipper. But, he contends that Hebrews is clear that the first concern of our worship must be that it is ac-
ceptable to God. The only way to know what worship is acceptable to Him and pleases Him is through study-
ing His Word.  
 
Godfrey states that one of the great strengths of Reformed worship has been the care with which Reformed 
churches have reflected on and practiced the worship of God. But that careful worship has been subjected to 
a variety of pressures since the sixteenth century. He writes that today, at the beginning of the twenty-first 
century, Reformed worship is in danger of extinction in North America.   
 
Godfrey lays out four basic elements of Reformed worship, which I will list in outline form:  
 

1. We must see public worship as essentially the meeting of God with his covenant people.  

2. The meeting with God involves a conversation in which God speaks and His people respond.  

3. Office is important for Reformed worship. Elders supervise the worship and life of the congregation. 
Deacons care for the physical needs of the congregation. Ministers preach and lead in worship.  

4. Reformed worship believes that the ordinary is much more important for our spiritual lives than the ex-
traordinary.  

     
Godfrey finishes the book by stating that the psalms have helped him to express his passion and zeal for 
Christ, His Word and the Reformed faith. He indicates that they are the soul of the Reformed faith.  
 
This brief book is a helpful introduction to Reformed Christianity through the telling of Godfrey’s story.    
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
  
Words from the Fire: Hearing the Voice of God in the 10 Commandments by R. Albert Mohler, Jr. Moody Pub-
lishers. 200 pages. 2009.  
 
This book was originally delivered as sermons at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where Mohler 
serves as president. Mohler addresses each of the Commandments in this book, beginning first with the con-
text in which the Commandments were given.  
 
I found this to be a helpful book. A few items to highlight are:  
 
The fourth commandment tells us to remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Mohler writes that within the 
church, Sabbath keeping has become something of a controversy. He indicates that the most important issue 
for us is that the Sabbath has been fulfilled in Christ.  
 
He lists four options to consider regarding the Sabbath:   

1. Observe the Sabbath on the seventh day. He believes that this view is wrong according to the biblical 
text.  

2. Observe the Sabbath on the first day. Mohler writes that: 
 

“The Westminster Confession of Faith (Bill’s note: which the PCA abides by) makes clear claims that the 
Lord’s Day is a Christian Sabbath. There has been a transfer, it explicitly claims, of the day from the seventh 
to the first. Although there is consistent logic, there is no New Testament evidence that such an observance 
was practiced. There is simply no textual basis for this transfer, either in terms of an explicit passage that 
says that it has taken place according to the Lord’s command, or in terms of the implicit reference to the prac-
tice of the early church in observing something that would reflect this transfer”. 
 
He goes on to write:  “Part of our confusion here has to do with the central purpose of the Lord’s Day. Is it the 
same as the central purpose of the Sabbath? Is it mostly about rest? I would argue that it is not. The evidence 
in the New Testament is that the Lord’s Day is mostly about worship, about gathering, about being confronted 
with the preaching of the Word, about coming together with mutual instruction, about the Lord’s Table, where 
the communion of the saints points to a meal which is yet to come. The Lord’s Day points not only back to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and His accomplished work, but it also points forward eschatologically to 
that rest we will enjoy on that day when we shall be with Him and there will be no more work”.  
 
He concludes with:  “The context of the Lord’s Day is different than the context of the Sabbath, whereas the 
purpose of the Lord’s Day is different than the purpose of the Sabbath”.  
 

3.   Participate in worship on “The Lord’s Day”. Mohler writes that this is the position of the Reformers, in 
particular of John Calvin and Martin Luther. He indicates that it is the position of most evangelical 
Christians around the world.  

 
Regarding this position, he writes: “The central issue for the church is the command to gather together on the 
Lord’s Day, not forsaking the assembling of themselves and fulfilling all that is commanded in the New Testa-
ment. All that we do in worship, from the preaching of the Word to the singing of psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, to the mutual edification of the body, to the fellowship that we enjoy in the observance of the 
Lord’s Table that proclaims His life, His death, and His resurrection until He comes – all of this Lord’s Day ob-
servance focuses on the positive expectation that God’s people will yearn for this day. The main issue is what 
we are to do, rather than what we are not to do on the Lord’s Day.   
 

4.   The practice of nonobservance. A fourth option is really no option at all, and this is Lord’s Day nonob-
servance. And yet, Mohler writes, throughout contemporary evangelicalism, this fourth option creeps 
its way into our practice. The Lord’s Day is being marginalized, no longer treated as an institution of 
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biblical significance and eschatological promise, instead being treated as something with which we 
may play.   

 
In his discussion of the sixth commandment “You shall not murder”, Mohler brings in discussions of such con-
troversial topics as the “just war” theory, abortion and capital punishment.  
 
Interestingly, as I was reading the chapter on the eighth commandment “You shall not steal”, we had our 
home email address hacked and stolen, causing us significant time and concern. I had just read Mohler’s 
words “Why do we have to have all of these burdensome Internet passwords?” Why indeed. Two days later, 
my brother had his Cubs cap stolen from his seat at Wrigley Field by someone leaving the game.  
 
The ninth commandment is “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor”. Mohler states that we all 
know that this means that we are not to lie. But he states that it means far more than that. It means that we 
are to tell the truth.  
 
The tenth commandment is “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or his male servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s”. Mohler indicates that 
the word covet is difficult to match in terms of an English analogy, and perhaps the best way to put it is that 
coveting means “to hanker after”. The great preacher John Chrysostom said that covetousness is the only sin 
that trumps lust. Mohler indicates we desperately need the Tenth Commandment. It is a lifelong battle fought 
by the poor and rich alike.  
 
Mohler concludes the book with the following:  “As Christians, we read these commandments with the knowl-
edge that, more than anything else, these commandments point to Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the law 
and the prophets. Understood rightly, these commandments lead, not to our despair that we fall short of them, 
but to our thankfulness for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Christ comes to save lawbreakers like ourselves. Thus, 
we see the commandments themselves as grace to us. But our confidence is not in our ability to keep these 
commandments, for we will surely fail. Our confidence is in Christ, whose perfect obedience fulfills the law”.     
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
  
Everyone Communicates, Few Connect: What the Most Effective People Do Differently by John C. Maxwell. 
Thomas Nelson. 262 pages. 2010.  Audio book narrated by Wayne Shepherd.  
 
The latest book by leadership speaker and teacher John Maxwell comes at a good time. With the explosion of 
social media we are doing a lot of communicating, but are we connecting? Perhaps we are, but perhaps not 
as well as we could be.  
 

In this book Maxwell gives the reader five connecting principles and five connecting practices to learn so as to 
communicate and connect one-on-one, in a group or with a large audience. As in all of his books, Maxwell 
delivers his ideas in a simple and easy to understand manner, often giving the reader a list of items to follow. I 
chose to listen to the audio book, narrated well by Wayne Shepherd, who will be a familiar voice to many.  
 

When discussing the setup for a room he is speaking in, I found myself nodding my head, as the require-
ments he spoke of were familiar to my friend Kirk and I, as we had worked to bring Maxwell into town for a 
speaking engagement a few years back. Requirements such as good sound and video systems were very 
important to him in order to be an effective communicator.  
 

But you don’t have to be a public speaker or regularly give presentations for this book to be of benefit to you. I 
think most everyone will find it of value as he weaves in quotes, stories and examples to keep the content in-
teresting.  
 

Perhaps the most useful part of the book will be a summary at the end of each chapter containing the con-
necting principle, the key concept and then how to use these skills in one-on-one, group, and large audience 
settings.        
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Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser, Eric 
Cowell, Becky Ayers, Dave & Velma Condreay, Pastor Duane Otto, Karen Kuniyoshi, and Garry Boatz. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the December issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, November 30. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@frontier.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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Pastors: 
 

Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   rs.revival@frontier.com 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   jbmccord@gmail.com  

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
 

Bob Force …………662-0978 

Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 
Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 

David Loomis……...862-3180 
Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 

Bill Pence………… 452-5438 
Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 

Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 
 

Deacons: 
 

Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……   662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 
Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 
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Total General Fund Contributions + Interest Income:          $372,685.81 
-Total General Fund Expenses (not including Depreciation):    ($341,559.97) 

        Subtotal:        $  31,125.84 
Balance Sheet Only Items paid out of General Fund:     
-Assets purchased in 2010:             ($  1,829.98) 
-Loan Principal Payments (paid out of general fund)           ($26,555.52) 
        Subtotal:                    ($28,385.50) 

ACTUAL NET CASH FLOW        $   2,740.34 
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