Spring is an exciting time of the year. While |

would prefer 80 degree temperatures year round,

Tammy loves spring because of the change of gea- e )

son and the new life that “springs” up. She loves

the light green buds on the trees and the straight
lines of green sprouting in the farm fields throughout Gemifimois. For sev-

"H T $%
eral years now we have made a game out of selectiogerfor tree of the & #( (
week in the spring as it seems that they are all cangpas to who has the &)
most beautiful colors for their brief moment of glor R $ (*)+ o

o : o . . . 12#3# 4 (1U(5
Spring is also a time for new beginnings in our lives. &ample, in just a few

weeks we will have two nieces graduate from college anchbegyv phases of
their lives — jobs, marriage, moving away from home, ®ene of you will be

embarking on this new phase of life as well. Z/

Another new beginning is Christ Church’s move to the Ehdbtandard Ver- m
sion (ESV) as the translation of the Bible that Wwélread and preached from.
New ESV pew Bibles have been ordered. See Pastor Bdlgke “Translation

Transitions” for more about this. small thought aholt pelicans and

herons by Art Moser

Spring also brings the crack of the bat of baseba@® This month we look
at biographies of two of my sports heroes. — Mickey Naawd Albert Pujols.

The lives of these two men couldn’t be more differ&wspite his “Hall of C
Fame” career, Mantle lived what John Piper would refersta wasted life. He I .‘
came to the end of his life with many regrets. Fortugabe also was drawn tq Mi»)_Q,iONAM Upﬂﬂﬂ
the Savior at the very end of his life as well. "

Pujols has put up numbers in the first ten years of Ineecavith the St. Louis @ rem e
Cardinals that are unprecedented in baseball history. amy about his sub- Lo
stantial baseball accomplishments. This new book legkslly at his life away
from baseball and how his faith in Christ has impatted life.

Spring will soon lead into summer. Do you already havat@a plans? Don'’t
forget to take a copy of Coram Deo with you and snaptargiof your

group reading it on vacation. Send us your picture and wlit in a
future issue.

Draw closer to the Lord as you live each day Coram, ethe

presence of and before the face of God. Soli Deo Gloria! o # o+
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small thought about pelicans and herons
Art Moser

One thing | like about the fithess center we attend is that it is on the river-
front. A lot of activity goes on there, not the least of which is the variety of wild-
life one sees. Spring and fall especially bring views of migrating birds and some
of them are very interesting. Just recently | noticed that a group of North Ameri-
can white pelicans had begun gathering on the East Peoria side of the river near
a mud bank. The fishing must have been good there because the group began
growing in size. And then | noticed they began sharing their space with some
large, dark birds. It turned out these were blue herons.

'4‘ —

- Blue herons and white pelicans. In some ways they are alike; in some
ways they are very different. They are both large birds with large wingspans. They are both water birds.
They both fish and survive primarily on fish. They both migrate. They both tend to stay near the water and
along the shoreline.

But white pelicans are white with black wing tips, and blue herons are blue, slate blue. The pelicans
have large, thick bills and the herons have thin, slender bills with sharp points. The pelicans are social birds
and tend to congregate in large flocks. Blue herons are fairly solitary birds and are often found alone. When
white pelicans fly, they spread their wings and soar, up and up, circling high over water and land. They fly in
groups, from three to hundreds, soaring and circling, some of the most graceful and beautiful birds in the
world. When blue herons fly, they skim barely over the surface of the water and usually along the shoreline.
Their wings flap slowly; their legs are stretched out behind them; they head in a straight line for their destina-
tion. They are very impressive.

Blue herons and white pelicans. Very much alike and very different.

It's the same with people. We are all very much alike and also very different. We can be placed into
groups in which our differences are quite apparent. The groups can be racial or ethnic, or religious, or socio-
economic or one of may other classifications. Underneath we are all humans with certain characteristics
which are universally human. Each group differs from each of the others in clear and distinct ways.

But ultimately we are all creatures made in the image of God.

It is our differences which emphasize our beauty. If all birds soared like the white pelicans, it would
become boring. If all birds flew with the majesty of the blue heron, it would become commonplace. Each is
beautiful in its own way. And we have not even mentioned the ducks and geese of several varieties which
occupied the waterways earlier. Or the bald eagles who visited during the cold winter. It is the variety and
diversity of the wildlife which make the riverfront such an interesting place.

And it is the diversity of people and people groups which make our species so interesting. | grew up
in a town of all Caucasians, but besides us Germans, there were French, Italian, and British families. My
friends had names like Hennebelle, Bussone, and Pettigrew. One of my first college friends at Bradley was
Lum, a Chinese man from Panama. Through him | developed an interest in Chinese culture and even
learned some Chinese. In the army, friends included Moran, Larriccia, Felsenstein, Pymm. In recent years
some of my dearest friends have been African-American and Hispanic.

What a tremendous privilege we have in this country to be exposed to so many different racial, ethnic,
and cultural groups. What an opportunity to make friends from these different groups and learn from them.
We can begin to see that our own people group doesn’t have all the good points, that people from other
groups have valuable contributions to make to our lives and experiences.



All of this is a general observation, but | believe this is especially valuable among Christians. In addi-
tion to being made in the image of God, as Christians we are also children of God which adds a deep layer of
unity to our fellowship. That combination of diversity and unity makes the relationship especially rewarding.
Pastor Tim Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan writes, “Partnership and friendship across
racial barriers within the church is one of the signs of the presence and power of the gospel.” Differing in
points of doctrine should not hinder our friendship. When Jesus said we should be one, he knew the church
would be fragmented; that doesn’t nullify his command.

Often, however, developing relationships across these boundaries takes us out of our comfort zone.
We tend to stick to our own, but although that is easier, it may be depriving us of new and good experiences.
It may also be diluting our witness to the world. Keller writes, “And because the gospel gives Christians a
new critical distance from their own race’s perspective and values, they have the ability to reach out and bet-
ter work with people of other cultures ... When this theology of grace and race permeates the consciousness
of a Christian, a church, and a community, the resulting unity of relationships becomes ... a direct witness to
the world of the reality of the gospel.”

The Tower of Babel scattered humanity into differing communities. Pentecost brought us back to-
gether. Let’s celebrate that unity.

1. Timothy Keller, Generous Justice: How Grace Makes Us Just. Dutton, 2010, p. 122.
2. lbid., p. 125.
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Covenant Seminary has added a course to their summeluseeresponse to Rob Bell’s latest book.
The course is titled “God Wins: A Response to Rob Belhge Winsand it is taught by Dr. Robert Peter-
son, a leading authority on the doctrine of Hell.

On March 27, Mark Driscoll, preaching and speaking pastlaas Hill Church in Seattle, preached a ser-
mon entitled “Heaven and Hell” on the parable of Lazangthe Rich man from Luke 16:19-31. He fol-
lowed the sermon with questions and answers on thei®otirHell from his congregation. You can listen
to this sermon atvww.marshillchurch.org/media/Lukar on the Mars Hill Church podcast.

Wes King has recorded “Let the Faith Keep You”, availaipldnis Facebook site. In 2005, King was diag-
nosed with Lymphoma and underwent several months aduliftreatment followed by several years of
side effects. He is now cancer free and is feeling @modigh to spend time in his studio again. The new
recording is a song of celebration and thankfulnesthéolife the Lord has given him.

My Cry Ascends: New Parish Psalms collection of new Psalms and hymns for the chunahposed by
Greg Wilbur. The music is recorded in a folk traditionha@lements of Celtic style and southern harmony.
The collection features the singing of Michael Carddlea three songs), Wes King, Steve Green, Bruce
Carroll and others. Wilbur is the Chief Musician andrgist at Parish Presbyterian Church (PCA) in
Franklin, Tennessee, where he also serves as a Rudieg E

Blue Like Jazz - The Movie, is tentatively scheduleddaanttheatres this
Fall. Directed by Steve Taylor, the film is based lmapopular booBlue
Like Jazawvritten by Donald Miller. The screenplay is written ldyler,
Taylor and Ben Pearson. The film is being made on a-stiong budget
of $800,000 after a "Save Blue Like Jazz Campaign was éettiay

Zach Prichard and Jonathan Frazier brought in enough fantge film
to continue. To stay updated on the progress of thediim,

to www.bluelikejazzthemovie.com

Editor and Mrs. Editor checking out the latest issu€afam Deo in
front of the main entrance of the new Saint Andrewsain San-
ford, Florida. Due to illness, John Piper filled the pufpr R.C.
Sproul. The title of his message was “The Supremacy 0$tGdh
Calamity. You can read a summary of the sermon arehlist or
download the sermon for free at the link belowitp://
www.ligonier.org/blog/free-download-john-piper-supremacy-christ-

calamity/

Westminster Confession Rap ~ Pastor C.J. Mahanegtigeaote

about Curtis Allen, a friend and pastor who serves bd 8ock

Church in Riverdale, Maryland. Curtis is also a gifted saitgwand

rapper. Last October he delivered what may have beeirshever

rap about the Heidelberg Catechism. Recently, he reldasdatest

recording, a rap about the Westminster Catechism fegtDnnDon

Carson, author or editor of over 50 books and the reseavtdspor

of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity ®a in Deerfield, IL. You can listen to it abttp://
thebiblicalworld.blogspot.com/2011/03/da-carson-does-westmionstéession. htmi




Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:12 AM

Dear Robin, Mike and All the Christ Church Family,

We are so grateful for the gift that arrived todayldss than 24-hours we've already dived into both packs of
cookies. With our tea, last night after dinner, Koji veahthe Oatmeal ones, and | wanted a Fudge Filled: Di-
lemma solved, we'll open them both. Coffee this morrang, although we take it black, Koji took the Vanilla
Creamer to his English Class today--they'll love it.working the nuts into a dinner dish (walnuts, along with
coffee are very expensive), so thank you for all yaue @nd consideration.

We'd like you to pray for a project that Koji is tryingdoganize, and we think is a direction from the Lord. He
is trying to organize a "mental health" group from Nagoyaltiress the tremendous mental pressure and
stress that the people are facing in the Tohoku regiojikasking for a handful of acupuncturist/masseurs,
who are willing to go north. He wants to combine thahwome pastoral care. The acupuncture/massage is a
common method of treating tight muscles, stress, elears and other ailments. One man has offered so far,
but we are having him talk to the acupuncture associationrh&l@goya to get more. There looks to be

money from Presbyterian Mission International fostland we also already have a contact in Sendaipo hel
us set up in that area. There are many more detadd to place, though, so we would appreciate prayer that
this could be done according to God's will and in hisrtgmi

At about the same time that this plan was coming tege8teve Jameson--One Door Ministries and author of
a book used with the victims of the Haiti earthquake-awved if his book would be helpful for Japanese chil-
dren (and adults) who have been similarly traumatizezhrhes with lessons, and we are looking into the pos-
sibility of having both translated.

Thank you again for all your support.

In His Grip,

Marcia and Koji Esaki



Here’s an update from Dr. Don Kistler, founder of SaioDGloria Publishing and later Northampton Publish-
ing. Dr. Kistler has presented two conferences at CGhsirch in the past.

Publishing plans for the remainder of this year are takingeshéhe next "new" title will be John Bunyan's
little-known work on hell, called "Sighs From Hell: Tloans of a Damned Soul." It is his exposition of the
story of Dives and Lazarus from Luke 16. This book isigarly timely in light of Rob Bell's recently re-
leased book "Love Wins," in which he denies a literal &agllaught in Scripture, opting instead for the idea
that hell is what we create for ourselves herdigmworld. He also advocates that even after death peaple
have a chance to be saved. This book by Bunyan dealbaotiitof those errors. You can order it by going to
www.northamptonpress.or@he retail price for this book is $20, but you can oidiey way of pre-

publication special until May 10 for $12, plus $5 shipping. The&kbi®d80 pages long, is stitch sewn on acid
free paper, and is a hardback book with dustcover.

There are 3 other titles | hope to have in print this yr@an The Northampton Press:

1. "Faith," by Jeremiah Burroughs. This book consistsvofdmaller works by Burroughs bound in one book:
"Precious Faith," and "The Saints' Walk by Faith." Nexitof these has ever been reprinted since theinalig
17th century editions. My editing work on them is donel ey are now in the hands of my proofreader. Of
all the books by this great Puritan, these two are amungdarcest to find on the antiquarian book market.

2. "Moses's Choice," by Jeremiah Burroughs. | am nelaniye with this precious book. It has 58 chapters, and
I've completed the editing of 50 of them. In its origipahting it was nearly 800 pages on two verses from
Hebrews 11: “Moses chose to suffer affliction with pe®ple of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season.” The companion volume to this one, "MoSe&dfdDenial,” which | edited a few years ago, is al-
ready in print from Soli Deo Gloria, and is availatlieough Reformation Heritage Books.

3. "Sermons of Jonathan Edwards, Jr." These are bypthefshe great New England preacher. Jonathan Ed-
wards, Jr. was a great theologian and preacher of hidHgafpunded Union College in New York, and pas-
tored several churches. His works were published in tiiamas in the 1800's, but nothing by him has been
published since then. | found him to be fascinating and l@d&ltchip off the old block," as it were.

Obviously all our plans are subject to the Lord's provisioiueds. We have enough to do the Bunyan book
now, but that is all we have at present. We can awag your help in this area.

To find out more about Dr. Kistler and his ministry gowwow.donkistler.org
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BOOK REVIEW

Art Moser

Generous Justice: How God’s Grace Makes Us Just by Timothy Keller. Dutton, 2010. 189 pages plus Intro-
duction and Notes.

In his Introduction, Tim Keller lists four groups of people he hopes to reach with this book. The first
consists of young Christians with a heart for caring for the needy. He remarks, “They have not thought out
the implications of Jesus’s gospel for doing justice in all aspects of life. That connection | will attempt to make
in this book.” Second, he wants to reach evangelical Christians who are suspicious of “doing justice” because
of mistakes of the liberal church. He also wants to engage young evangelicals who do evangelism and social
justice but have turned away from some of the fundamental doctrines of Christianity. Lastly, his concern in-
volves people who may be influenced by the recent writings of militant atheists.

One principle Keller learned was that whether in a small town church or in New York City, “there is a
direct relationship between a person’s grasp and experience of God’s grace, and his or her heart for justice
and the poor.” That brings out the message of his subtitle.

To define what it means to do justice, Keller examines two Hebrew words translated “justice” in the
Old Testament: mishpat and tzadegah. Justice is care for the vulnerable, and justice reflects God’s charac-
ter. “If God’s character includes a zeal for justice that leads him to have the tenderest love and closest in-
volvement with the socially weak, then what must God’s people be like?” he asks.

As Keller discusses justice in the Old Testament, he quotes liberally from its Scriptures. This includes
parts of Zechariah 7, Psalm 146, Deuteronomy 10, 15, and 27, Proverbs 31, Jeremiah 9 and 22, Job 29 and
31, Ezekiel 18, Isaiah 58. He argues also for the relevance of these Scriptures to our lives as Christians. He
points out that “Many Mosaic laws worked toward diminishing the great gap that tends to grow between rich
and poor.”

Moving to the New Testament, in particular the statements of Jesus, Keller quotes from Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and Acts. He contrasts the sharing of wealth in the early church with the attitude of the modern
American church: “The churches of America are often more controlled by the surrounding political culture
than by the spirit of Jesus and the prophets.”

In discussing the lessons of the parable of the Good Samaritan, Keller extensively references Jona-
than Edwards and particularly his sermon “The Duty of Charity to the Poor.” We should also do justice be-
cause we are all made in the image of God. “So we must treasure each and every human being as a way of
showing due respect for the majesty of their owner and Creator,” he says. This he applies not only to giving
to the needy, but also in the practice of civil rights. About giving he writes, “Therefore, if you have been as-
signed the goods of this world by God and you don’t share them with others, it isn’t just stinginess, it is injus-
tice.” He discusses the concept that our doctrine of justification by grace should be a spur to carrying out jus-
tice to others.



How should we do justice? Keller divides doing justice into three levels: relief, development, and so-
cial reform. “Relief is direct aid to meet immediate physical, material, and economic needs.” This can be car-
ried out by individuals and by the church directly. He has a section on the value of a diaconate for carrying
out this kind of justice.

The second level is development, providing the means for people or communities to move beyond re-
lief to a position of self-sufficiency. This includes such elements as education, job creation and training, job
search skills, and financial counseling. Keller describes ways in which churches and individuals can be in-
volved in this form of justice.

Social reform involves changing “conditions and social structures that aggravate or cause ... depend-
ency.” Keller believes that this is best carried out by parachurch institutions such as missions, ministries to
the homeless, etc. The church is involved by supporting and staffing such organizations.

Keller also discusses doing justice in the public square. The main problem here is the fact that there
is no universal definition of what constitutes justice and no way of arriving at such a definition. Justice in-
volves moral and religious values and in this culture there is not unanimous agreement on these issues. In-
stead, we pretend we can carry out justice without such defining basics. Consequently, he notes, “Christians
should never identify too closely with a particular political party or philosophy.”

Keller concludes the book with a look at “Peace, Beauty, and Justice”. Here he examines the relation-
ship between doing justice and the biblical concept of shalom. He reaffirms the relationship of grace, of which
we are the recipients, and justice, which grace should compel us to do.

In some ways this is a very disturbing book because it makes evident the many ways in which we as
Christians individually and corporately have failed and are failing to carry out one of the clearest mandates of
Scripture: to help the needy, the poor, the marginalized, the oppressed. | urge you to find a copy of this, writ-
ten by one of our own PCA pastors, read it, and consider how you might be more effective in doing justice.

BOOK REVIEW
Gary W. Ayers

The Final Summit: A Quest to Find the One Principle That Will Save Humanity by Andy Andrews. Nelson
Books, 2010. 224 pages.

One endorsement of this book comes from Dave Ramsey and says “Andy is a life whisperer.”. An-
other endorsement comes from Zig Ziglar “Every generation or so, God produces a person who can commu-
nicate like no one else. His words are like cool water to a thirsty civilization. Andy is one of the best | have
ever seen.” Had | not previously read any of Andy’s work these two endorsements would have been enough
to draw me in since | respect both of these men and what they have to say.

Andy’s style in spinning a yarn and thereby teaching a lesson through the telling of a tale is done with
careful research to what has taken place in history and incorporating that into the tale. This
style serves Andy well and keeps things interesting. After having read virtually all he has
written now at least that is what | have found and it was the same thing | found in this book.
That is definitely one thing | appreciate of Andy’s writings.

This book was announced as coming out April 12, 2011 and being an avid Andy
Andrews fan | looked forward to it and certainly was not disappointed. This is one if not the
best books Andy has written and is spot on with where our world is today.



The story takes off from a previous book Andy wrote “The Travelers Gift” with the main Character be-
ing David Ponder, but at this point David is in his 70’'s and much wiser than the previous book. The principles
of the previous book are highlighted in this one as it seems a way of review but also serving as a springboard
for the theme of this book.

The setting takes place in Heaven with the Archangel Gabriel serving as the arbitrator.

The characters are “travelers”, which as you think of it is all we are in this life as Christians, we are on
a journey here and Heaven is our home to look forward to. There are a host of “travelers” including Winston
Churchill, George Washington Carver, Joan of Arc, Eric Erickson, King David, Ben Franklin and Joshua
Chamberlin, to name a few.

The human race is at a turning point and balanced on a precipice, time is running out. It is to this end
that a final summit is being convened to address the question, “What does humanity need to do, individually
and collectively, to restore itself to the pathway toward successful civilization?” There is a catch however as
the answer can only be two words.

To me this book also addresses the question of “What do you do when you do not know what to do?”

The publishers blurb makes a telling statement of significance when it says “In the spirit of its prede-
cessor, The Travelers Gift, The Final Summit explores historically proven principles that have guided our
greatest leaders for centuries, and how we might restore these principles in our own lives.

I would highly recommend this book to all ages, very enjoyable and insightful read.

Yes | would like to say a lot more of this book but that would spoil it for you, so | will close by saying | hope
you enjoy it as much as I did.

BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

The Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey. Audio book read by Dave Ramsey.

Although | had read this book before, when | saw that the audio book was recently available for only $5.95 on
iTunes, | decided to listen to it, and get a refresher on the material. The audio book is read enthusiastically by
the author, which adds to the experience. Christians will enjoy that Dave frequently quotes scripture verses in
the book, and approaches financial advice from a Christian perspective.

Ramsey begins the book by going over some hurdles that we must overcome in order to be ready to build up
our personal finances. Some of these are:

Denial. The number one reason people refuse to change is because they refuse to accept they are in
trouble to start with.

Debt myths. Some of these are:
Everyone has to have a car payment.
You can’t buy a house without a mortgage.

Money myths. Some believe that money is the key to solving all of their problems.



Financial ignorance. Many people do not know what it takes to get ahead financially. Dave states that our
public education systems had not done a good job of giving our youth a solid financial education before
sending them out into the real world.

Keeping up with the Joneses. Financial peer pressure is a net worth killer.

Ramsey is a strong proponent of developing a budget, regularly reviewing the budget and sticking to it. This is
key to the Total Money Makeover. Another of his philosophies around money has to do with credit cards. He
is adamantly opposed to the use of credit cards, advising the reader instead to use debit cards.

He then reviews his seven “Baby Steps”. These are his steps toward financial freedom. By following these
steps in order, and not moving on to the next step until the current step is complete, you will gradually pro-
gress from debt to wealth. The seven steps are:

Baby Step 1 : $1,000 Emergency Fund

Baby Step 2 : Pay off all debt using the Debt Snowball

Baby Step 3 : 3 to 6 months of expenses in savings

Baby Step 4 : Invest 15% of household income into Roth IRAs and pre-tax retirement
Baby Step 5 : College funding for children

Baby Step 6 : Pay off your house early

Baby Step 7 : Build wealth and give!

Dave’s advice is simple and common sense. As he often says on his radio program, “l give the same advice
your grandmother gave you, | just keep my teeth in”. But while simple, his method is not easy. He states that
it is not a “get rich quick” scheme. Following Dave’s principles will require hard work and sacrifice, so that if
you are willing to “Live like no one else, so later you can live & give like no one else”. The book includes sev-
eral examples of individuals sharing their financial stories and how following the Total Money Makeover ap-

proach has helped them.

You can find out more about Dave at www.daveramsey.com. Dave’s radio program can be heard weeknights

locally on WJIBC 1230 AM, and you can subscribe to his podcast, which contains one hour of his three hour

daily call-in radio program, at iTunes.

Christ Church has offered Dave’s helpful “Financial Peace University” (FPU) course three times in the past
few years, significantly helping people to reduce debt and build wealth. If you have questions about FPU,

please contact one of our FPU leaders: Pastor Dave Keithley, Michael Lyons or Mary Thomas.



BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

Pujols: More Than the Game by Scott Lamb and Tim Ellsworth. Thomas Nelson,
2011. 272 pages.

This new book by Scott Lamb, Director of Research for the President (Albert Mohler)

of the Southern Baptism Theological Seminary and Tim Ellsworth, Director of News

and Media Relations at Union University, look at the life of Albert Pujols, covering both

his baseball career and his life away from baseball. The authors state their purpose in

writing the book: “Our hope for you in reading this book is that you will develop a

deeper admiration and respect for Albert Pujols and what he has achieved. But more

than that, our prayer is that you will leave this book with a greater sense of awe and wonder at the majesty,
grace, and glory of the Lord — the God who created Albert Pujols and gave him such incredible abilities; the
God who is truly mighty to save”.

Growing up in Dominican Republic, Albert’s grandparents were his primary caregivers. His grandmother,
America, instilled in him a strong sense of morality and a diligent work ethic. The authors indicate that her in-
fluence, more than any other person, was largely responsible for shaping the man Albert would become. An-
other major influence in Albert’s life is his wife Deidre. At one time Deidre was unmarried and the mother of
Isabella, who has Downs syndrome. Pujols had grown up non-Christian in the Dominican Republic. He states
that he went to church once, but it was primarily about baseball growing up. From a human perspective,
Deidre was the key to his coming to faith in Christ. She invited him to church and afterwards talked with him,
telling him how much Jesus loved him. Two weeks later, Albert gave his life to Christ.

Despite excellent stats in high school and college, Pujols was crushed when he wasn't picked until number
402 by the St. Louis Cardinals in the baseball draft. As he played in Peoria for the Chiefs, money was tight,
and he and Deidre talked about the possibility of declaring bankruptcy. But very quickly he was up with the
big club in St. Louis.

Albert and Deidre do much to give back through their Pujols Family Foundation. The mission statement of the
foundation is: “To live and share our commitment to faith, family and others”. The foundation seeks to assist
those with Downs syndrome and their families and also the people of the Dominican Republic.

One interesting thing in the book was what might happen down at first base, which is Albert’s position with the
Cardinals. Sometimes, when an opposing player gets to first base, he asks them, “What do you think is going
to happen to you when you die?” or “If you died today, where do you think you're going to go?” In speaking at
one of the Cardinals “Christian Family Day” events, Pujols said: “Every time | step on the field it’s to glorify
Him. No matter if I'm going 5 for 5 that day or if 'm O for 4. No matter if we win the game or we lose the game.
I still glorify Him. | look up at the sky every time | get a base hit and every time | cross the plate to remind my-
self it's not about Albert Pujols. It's about the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Pujols will become a free agent at the end of the current season. As such, he may not return to the Cardinals
next season, a concept Cardinals fans don’t even want to think about. Even if he ends up with another team
because the Cardinals are not willing to pay him what other teams are, | will still follow, cheer for and pray for
him. In today’s sports world, with so many poor role models, Pujols is the exception. Understanding that the
best of men are men at best, Pujols is a great model for fans of all ages. His manager, Tony La Russa, has
been around the major leagues to see greatness displayed in many ways — pitching, hitting, managing, etc.
When considering Albert’s service to people with Downs syndrome, La Russa said, “As great as he is on the
field, he’s greater off the field”.

On how he would like to be remembered, Pujols has said: “You know how | want people to remember me? |
don’t want to be remembered as the best baseball player ever. | want to be remembered as a great guy who
loved the Lord, loved to serve the community and who gave back.” Mature words indeed for a man only 31
years old.



BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

The Last Boy: Mickey Mantle and the End of America's Childhood by Jane Leavy. Harper Collins, Inc. 2010.
400 pages.

Growing up, Mickey Mantle was my first sports hero. My Dad would take my brother and me up to old White
Sox Park, and inevitably | would be disappointed to see Tom Tresh’s name in Mantle’s spot in the batting or-
der when lineups were projected on the scoreboard. This was pre-ESPN/sports radio/Internet days, so we
didn’t know when someone was on the disabled list. Finally, toward the end of his career we finally got to see
him play. | remember that he hit a home run into the right field upper deck and everyone — even the White
Sox fans — stood and applauded. That is my personal favorite sports memory of all time.

Leavy follows up her acclaimed book on Sandy Koufax with this book on Mantle, who was known as “The
Mick”. Mantle was her hero when she met him in 1983 when he was working for a casino to help pay for his
son’s medical bills. She recounts that visit, in which as he was making a pass at her, he passed out drunk in
her lap.

Leavy tells Mantle’s story “warts and all”, in what she says are “20 days from his life and career, each pivotal
or defining. They represent highs, lows, flash points, and turning points”. It's not a complete biography, but
pretty much so. The reader finds that Mantle led what John Piper would call “a wasted life”. Leavy indicates
that this is “her attempt to understand the person Mantle was, to understand his paradoxical hold on a gen-
eration of baseball fans who revered The Mick despite himself.”

Leavy tells us that religion was not stressed in the Mantle household as Mickey was growing up. On Sundays,
instead of church, the Mantles attended Mickey’s father's semi-pro games. Mickey’s father died at age 40.
From that time on, Mickey never expected to live a long life.

Leavy tells of an injury that Mantle suffered in a World Series game in his rookie season of 1951 that she be-
lieves now was a torn ACL. Amazingly, he never had surgery to repair this, instead playing through it after
resting in the off-season. Leavy said that Mantle would never again be as fast as he was after that injury.

She goes into great detail about “tape measure” home runs from Mantle, and the many injuries he suffered
throughout his career.

Unfortunately, for the most part, The Mick was not a very nice person, despite his “All- American Boy” reputa-
tion. Instead, he was a crude individual, a blatant adulterer, and alcoholic, who turned his sons into his drink-
ing buddies, causing lifelong addiction problems for them. He realized at the end of his life that with the talent
he had been blessed with he could have been another Babe Ruth. He had great personal and professional
regrets.

There are some stories of hidden charity and empathy that Leavy shares. It is also apparent that Mantle was
always a great teammate, unlike Joe DiMaggio, who was never very nice to Mantle, his center field replace-
ment with the Yankees.

Mantle finally separated from his wife in 1989, though they never divorced. We find out late in the book that
he was repeatedly sexually abused as a young boy by his half-sister and neighborhood boys.

At the end of his life, Mantle tried to straighten out his life. He checked himself into the Betty Ford Clinic and
tried to be a good father to his remaining sons (one son had recently died in jail). But by that time, he had cir-
rhosis of the liver and liver cancer.

Mantle began attending services at a non-denominational church that two of his sons attended in Dallas.
Leavy writes that increasingly Mantle had thoughts of life after death. He contacted Bobby Richardson, Man-



tle’s former Yankee teammate, and then a pastor, to tell him about his upcoming liver transplant, asking
Richardson and his wife to pray with him. Richard’s wife took the opportunity to remind Mantle that there was
someone else who had died so that he might live. Soon after, Mantle asked Pat Summerall if he could ar-
range a baptism.

Mantle had the liver transplant, which many believed he had gotten special treatment for because of his ce-
lebrity. However, Leavy’s research shows that this was not the case. Unfortunately, during the transplant sur-
gery, it was discovered that the cancer had spread farther than previously believed. Had this been known
prior to the surgery, the surgery would not have been done.

In 1995, at age 63, Mantle died of liver cancer. Bobby Richardson officiated at his funeral, and Bob Costas
gave the eulogy. The Mick was buried in Yankee pinstripes.

| read this book for two reasons. First, Mantle had been my childhood hero. Second, | knew that he had come
to faith in Christ late in his life, just before his death. After reading about all of the “junk” in Mantle’s life, | was
glad that Leavy included that aspect of his life.

This is an incredibly well researched and informative book. Leavy conducted an amazing 563 interviews for
the book. But due to the crude language, and sexual content, most of it coming from Mantle’s own mouth, this
is a book for adults only.

BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership — Follow Them and People Will Follow You by John Maxwell. Revised
& Updated 10™ Anniversary Edition. Thomas Nelson. 2007. 309 pages.

This “modern day classic” is a book that | often use in mentoring relationships. Broken into 21 relatively short
chapters that are practical and full of illustrations, the book is excellent for mentoring discussions with those
who want to grow their leadership skills in any area of life (business, church, etc.). Christians will particularly
enjoy the many illustrations that Maxwell uses from his 25 years as a lead pastor.

This updated edition also includes a helpful “Application” section at the end of each law with questions and
suggestions on how to build on, apply and in general go deeper with the material that you have just read. I've
read the book several times in the original 1998 and 2007 editions, and always pick up something new out of
each reading, primarily because of the discussion | have with the mentee. This is a quick read, with each of
the laws taking only a few minutes to read. As a result, one leader | know in our organization asks each of his
mentees to read the book twice in the first year of their mentoring relationship.

With the new edition, two laws have been eliminated and two new laws have been added. The two laws that
were eliminated were:

The Law of E.F. Hutton (When the Real Leader Speaks, People Listen)
The Law of Reproduction (It Takes a Leader to Raise Up a Leader)

In their place, the two new laws are:

The Law of Addition: Leaders Add Value by Serving Others
The Law of the Picture: People Do What People See

I can recommend this book for those interested in learning more about leadership from one of today’s most
respected authorities. Maxwell’'s latest book project will be The Five Levels of Leadership: Proven Steps to
Maximize Your Potential, which is scheduled to release October 11.
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At age 53, Michael Card returns with his first alboumlbhaw material since 2006 Fhe Hidden Face of God.
He did release the excellegdymnsproject in 2008 which included a few new songs as welPhaBétter Free-
dom” and “Freedom”, in conjunction with his 2009 bobBetter Freedoima new version of the latter of
which is included on this new collection, and is the @algg with lyrics not inspired by the book of Luke.

Although Card is best known as a musician, | think “teddbetter describes him. He has recorded approxi-
mately twenty aloums of original material, as wallraleasing several compilation projects. He hasvatgeo

ten about twenty books. He uses his music as a vebictad excellent biblically based lyrics that he esit

We have seen him in concert several times and havgabvgoyed his music and teaching. He also seems to
bring fresh insights into scripture passages that we femebmany times in the past. In fact, several years ago,
he even released two CDs of the teaching that he did &etiws songs.

Card’s latest project is to write a book on each ofdlie gospels, and as he has done in the past, release a
accompanying album at the same time. The first bodkarséries is titletluke: The Gospel of Amazement

The next gospel in the series will be Mark. Card is euilye¢ouring the country doing what he calls Biblical
Imagination Conferences. A Chicago conference is planngdhdodate has been announced at this time.
When he was in the St. Louis area recently to giverdecence, he stopped by Covenant Seminary and visited
with Associate Professor of New Testament, GregyHer an engaging and informative discussion. You can
listen to that two-part conversation that was broadmagiovenant’s podcast latp://www.livingchristtoday.com/

The new album is going to sound very familiar to long-tiviehael Card fans. It will include some varied
musical styles and instruments — Black Gospel, saxoplagoerdion, strings, Irish harp, whistles, uilleann
pipes, hurdy-gurdy, banjo, an instrumental, a few friendgogals (Matthew Ward from Second Chapter of
Acts; Scott Roley, now senior pastor at Christ Commu@ityrch in Franklin, Tennessee and Card’s longtime
friend and Card’s daughter Maggie). But mostly, you willtgaditional Michael Card — biblically based lyr-
ics, relatively mellow, piano based music and Cardssintitive voice. He also includes a new version of one
of his earliest songs, “Simeon’s Song” (Now That Held Him in My Arms)”, originally recorded 30 years
ago onLegacy his first album.

Although the entire collection is excellent, I'litlia few personal favorites:

“A Breath of a Prayer” is a new adaptation of thed’eiPrayer from Luke 11:1-4, written by Card and Scott
Roley, with Card, Roley and Mathew Ward on backing isoCEheir voices blend together very well.

“How Much More a Servant Could He Be”? also writtenGard and Scott Roley looks at Christ’s last night
with his disciples as he washes their feet and sénees the supper from Luke 22:14-30.

“The Pain and Persistence of Doubt” would be an exuelfaster Sunday service song. Taken from Luke 24:1
-12, Card sings the moving chorus:

Why search for the living among the dead?

Can’t you see that he’s simply not here?



Why can you not figure out,

What his words were all about?

When will you let go of the pain

And persistence of doubt?

“Seven Endless Miles” looks at the seven mile walkEtomaus from Luke 24:13-35.

Look for a review of Michael's new bodluke: The Gospel of Amazemsabn.

$%

$% & $%

$%
$%

)% %

)% %

Ix -3 I
< .0~ 11 |
* |
!
* *
* | | #
* : 18
? 0 # ,! %
I $ 1%
@4 * . @4 :>5 *
@4 @4:>5 *  *1 . %
!
% # $ * !
8 % <. 0* 1
o * |
| * |
*|$ *
1A @ *1
B45  *
'$ 1 8 %
0* 2655% !! 1 =* !
* |
!
" C % I

! 3655 %

3655 % 8 % )
=* i !
1> . ! *
- %
[ ? I/
# % . 8
% $%
| -
0o* -
! 3655 %
! =* 1)
1>
>655 %
0% |

. < .

1 | )
1> . ! *



*+ -+ $+
-1D3D # ! ES % E
I $% $ v/ " *6
/*6 EF * $ % * $
! * E % >61>
"*6EG ! % @ $
E ,  >64H
# 1 $ 6
* *I %
F %
A % % 0
* *I %
$ * # "0
I 1* ) E. F* $E !
| < $ 1DDJ
L# * - H
* |k * $ % *
$ * %
* I F*I 6
6++ + + + )) ) )
E8 . .%  %<E " |/
F* % # * 0/ |
F*% %% %* |
F*% % $* $ !
F*% * o !
* *I %
F %
A % % 0
* *I %
F*% % " *

$

)



F*% $ %C % $$

F*%
F*% *

F*%
F*%
F*%

*%

F*%
F*%
* 0%

F*%

F*%
F % $
* 0%

F*%

F*%
F*%
F*%

*%

F*%
F*%
F % !

Feo |

F*%
F*%
F*%

*%

F*% *
* 0%
F*%

*%

] %
* $ 0%
%
!
K ;o
*% E. E
I *
%
| % I
<
#% C
$ $ '%%
%
8 LL
@M !
6-! |
%
? * 0 G
*/ | *% *
NI !
/o $ *
%
% *
! * *
*$ % $
K 1%1§ 1
%
*0h  # |
|'$ xop
2 *$ *$.
¢ $ * 0
%
% % * %
!
! !
! ?



F*%
F*%
F*%

*%

F*%
* 0%
F*%

*%

F*%
F*%

* %

F*%

F *1
F *1
A %

* *I

G

1% *

% |

*%

%

%

*% 8
!
*%
$
%
*
61 !'%$
%
I
I
*#
%
%
% 0
%

%
6
! A
$ && "7
& "
$ &
& "
% & & %
! & & && &"
= % % "I
& "I
&& &
"l 4 &
"
&& "
& & % R
"R

%



&&"
B % &
& % R2
= 3 9
" &
& %" &&
& &
"$
R2 DR % & R2
$ && D
% A2 D$
& D
$ &&
%
%
C % D
2 &
& &
& 2
% &
D=
D$
&& D
F & %
& % &
& % &
0/0 1
L
&4 9 %
& & "
&
& 4 L &
&
2 &
&ll
< L
& &"

F CBB EEEEEE



C s >

CHRIST CHURCH, PresbyterianChurch inAmerica
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL 61761 (309) 452-7927
www.christchurchpca.org Christ.churchpca@frontier.com

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-11

Pastors: 01)1) ).2 +&3
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor %% *$% $ I¥1 ¢ 1 1
. . = $ * = ! %% /| *  H24)2H:]
rs.revival@frontier.com
David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor |General Fund as of March 31, 2011
pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.con Total General Fund ContributioRsterest income + Sanctuary Reﬁt$l35,599.03
Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries -Total General Fund Expensest(including Depreciation ($114,710.95
jpomccord@gmail.com Subtotal: $ 20,888.0B
Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor Balance Sheet Only Items paid out of General Fund:
duaneotto@mac.com -Assets purchased in 2011 (% 0.00)
-Loan Principal Payments ($8.966.30)
Elders: (paid out of general fund)
Bob Force ............ 662-0978 Subtotal: ($8.966.30)
Gary Haluska...309-691-2438 ACTUAL NET CASH FLOW $11,921.78
David Loomis......... 862-3180
Don LusK.............. 663-9131 Building Fund as of March 31, 2011
Art Moser....... 309-681-8433 1/1/11 Savings Accounts Beginning Balances: $152,730.54
Bill Pence............ 452-5438 Kairos Pledge Contributions YTD: $ 32,606.58
Bill Ray............... 828-2721 Other Building Fund Donations and Bequests YTD: $ 468.00
Dustin Webb.......... 287-1147 Interest: $ 11122
Bill Wilson ... 661-2885 Phase 2 Loan-Building Fund- $6K principal: $119,995.81)
Loan interest paid out of building fund: (8,317.59)
Deacons TOTAL in Building Fund as of 3/31/11: $ 62,602.94
Gary Ayers........... 829-8303
Chris Evans.......... 827-7088 Debt:
Don Hailey..... 309-699-1351 Heartland Bank Original Building Loan Balance: $ 303,525
Dave Helling........ 862-3510 Heartland Bank Phase 2 Loan Balances: $ 190,145
Michael Lyons...... 828-8660 o $ 182,100
Roy Lyons............533-4635 Total debt on building $ 675,770
iﬁi?&?ﬁ;g‘/ """" 7926:12;)3 Deacons Fund as of March 31, 2011
""" 1/1/11 Beginning Balance: $10,800.66
Robert Nagle.......... 828-3841 Deacons Fund Donations YTD: $ 4,207.06
Steve Parsons...... 662-0974 Interest YTD: $ 3.48
Mark Swiger......... 827-8102 Deacons Fund Gifts YTD: ($ 1,122.90)
Pete Juvinall......... 452-8917 TOTAL in Deacons Fund as of 3/31/11:  $13,888.30
Thanks...

We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pa®ob, Pastor Dave, Dustin Webb, Art Moser,
Sharon Bourne, Robin Wahls, Gary Ayers, John Piper dams€a Nation.

Coram Deo Submissions...
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in pdsganail or email to bntpence@msn.com.
Send them for the June issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, May 31.




