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small thought  about civil      
discourse by Art Moser 
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Tammy and I often talk about how we started  
just reading and listening to R.C. Sproul.  
Then, as we started attending Ligonier and  
other theology conferences we would get  

exposed to other speakers/writers such as John MacArthur, John Piper, Alistair 
Begg, Albert Mohler, Mark Dever, Jerry Bridges, Michael Horton, Ravi Zacha-
rias, Ligon Duncan, Derek Thomas, Robert Godfrey, D.A. Carson and others. 
Pastor Bob introduced us to the Puritans, Don Kistler and Soli Deo Gloria Pub-
lishing (now Northampton Press), biblical revivals and Covenant Seminary. At 
Covenant Seminary, the heroes of the students seem to be Mark Driscoll, John 
Piper and Tim Keller. Keller’s books, especially The Prodigal God have had a 
profound impact on me over the past six months.  
Piper’s recent book on Ruth: A Sweet and Bitter Providence, featured an en-
dorsement from Francis Chan, pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, 
California, and author of Crazy Love. I had seen the name before as Chan had a 
top rated podcast on iTunes, but frankly I didn’t even know if Chan was a man 
or woman. When Piper invited Chan to his 2010 National Conference I sub-
scribed to the podcast and listened to a few of the sermons. That led me to 
download the book and over the course of a recent weekend I listened to the 
complete book. Like The Prodigal God, it is not a book that I finished and just 
moved on to the next one. I immediately listened to it again, completing it twice 
within five days.  
It’s a critique of the church by a pastor who loves the church. Little did I know 
that as I was listening to the audio book, Chan was telling his congregation of 
16 years that he would be leaving them soon to pursue God’s calling for him. 
Chan will preach at Cornerstone only through the end of May, and then partici-
pate in outside speaking engagements over the summer. He then plans to take 
his family to a third world country – possibly Thailand – where they will care 
for victims of the slave trade and orphans while spending time seeking the 
Lord. After a few months overseas, Chan plans to launch something new at the 
beginning of next year. While fearful, he expresses full trust in God, practicing 
what he teaches in Crazy Love.  
Look for our review of the book in this issue. It’s a book I can recommend to 
you this summer as you seek to love Him more living Coram Deo, 
in the presence of, and before the face of God.   Soli Deo Gloria!  
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One of the key questions I have come to realize in helping peo-
ple seek relational restoration is this, "Have you spoken with 
the other person regarding this incident?" For the most part we 
know that the Bible explicitly commands that it is the second 
step towards reconciliation, overlooking being the first. But 
similar to other imperatives in Scripture, we like to wiggle out of 
trusting God and walking out the truth. 
 

Some respond with confidence and certainty. At first I was thankful for their willingness to go and 
speak with the other person until I began to realize that it was motivated by presumption. Often I am 
more willing to seek out the other person if I believe I am right. The problem to this motivation is that 
in restoration both parties must address what they contributed to the incident. 
 
The opposite to responding with confidence would be those who simply fail to respond and avoid. 
Despite what the Scriptures tell us, despite the loss of future relationship with the person, they sim-
ply will not address the other person. Often past pain and/or failed attempts plague the person in the 
present. One person has even said, "I trusted God then and He did not help. Why should I trust Him 
now?" 
 
Those not on the extremes reside in anxious uncertainty and fearful timidity. For many they are re-
luctant because they do not know what to say that would be beneficial to the other person or them-
selves. They wrestle in ambivalence, feeling pain and desiring restoration, often fearful they may 
make things worse. 
 
The fearfully timid wonder if this will lead to rejection. They realize their contribution to the incident 
and fear when they ask for forgiveness it will be rejected. The thought of the other person failing to 
apologize compounds the fear. In their hearts they have not entirely addressed whether or not they 
are lovable. 
 
Should you ever have the privilege of helping someone pursue restoration, consider Paul's words in 
1 Thessalonians 5.14ff:  And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, 
help the weak, be patient with them all. See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek 
to do good to one another and to everyone. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 
Note how Paul uniquely addresses each person and their disposition and hindrances. You have a 
providential role in the situation to not bring more angst, but rejoicing, faith, offering insight into the 
work of God in their lives. 
 
Should we find ourselves in one of these four general responses to conflict we must wrestle with the 
reality that to walk in the fullness of the Spirit's work in our life we must wrestle with the gospel. Am I 
willing to believe that I am sinful, and often bent towards finding righteousness apart from Jesus 
Christ and the cross? Do I believe that the love of Jesus Christ is sufficient? Do I believe that I can-
not do this on my own, but God has given his word and church to help? 
 
Rather than us measuring restoration or reconciliation in terms of our human relationships, perhaps 
we should ask whether both people treasure Jesus Christ more after this incident. 
 

Grace and Peace to you. 
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small thought  about civil discourse 
Art Moser 
 
 Beginning in 1950, I have voted in almost every election in which I was 
eligible.  I have voted for Republicans, Democrats, and even once, in Indiana, 
for a Prohibition Party candidate.  I follow political campaigns so that I can be 
informed, but I refuse to be aligned with any party or political ideology.  I try to 
vote my Christian conscience freely. 
 

 The past few years I have been increasing disturbed by the incivility of 
political discourse.  The shouting and name calling, even on the floor of Con-
gress, the painting of the opposition as all bad with no redeeming values, the 
threats of violence have saddened me.  Unfortunately, these kinds of actions 
have filtered into other activities in which Christians are involved as Christians, 

such as pro-life/pro-choice confrontations and others. 
 

 So I was intrigued when my son-in-law in Denver posted on Facebook an article on civil discourse de-
veloped by Sojourners.   After reading the article, I thought it would be good to share it with you.  With the 
permission of Sojourners, here it is. 
 
 

How good and pleasant it is when the people of God live together in unity. -Psalm 133:1 
 

As Christian pastors and leaders with diverse theological and political beliefs, we have come together to 
make this covenant with each other, and to commend it to the church, faith-based organizations, and individu-
als, so that together we can contribute to a more civil national discourse. The church in the United States can 
offer a message of hope and reconciliation to a nation that is deeply divided by political and cultural differ-
ences. Too often, however, we have reflected the political divisions of our culture rather than the unity we 
have in the body of Christ. We come together to urge those who claim the name of Christ to "put away from 
you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you" (Ephesians 4:31-32). 
 

1) We commit that our dialogue with each other will reflect the spirit of the Scriptures, where our posture to-
ward each other is to be "quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry" (James 1:19). 
 

2) We believe that each of us, and our fellow human beings, are created in the image of God. The respect we 
owe to God should be reflected in the honor and respect we show to each other in our common humanity, 
particularly in how we speak to each other. "With the tongue we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse those who are made in the likeness of God....this ought not to be so" (James 3:9,10). 
 

3) We pledge that when we disagree, we will do so respectfully, without falsely impugning the other's motives, 
attacking the other's character, or questioning the other's faith, and recognizing in humility that in our limited, 
human opinions, "we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror" (1 Corinthians 13:12). We will therefore "be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love" (Ephesians 4:2). 
 

4) We will ever be mindful of the language we use in expressing our disagreements, being neither arrogant 
nor boastful in our beliefs: "Before destruction one's heart is haughty, but humility goes before 
honor" (Proverbs 18:12). 
 

5) We recognize that we cannot function together as citizens of the same community, whether local or na-
tional, unless we are mindful of how we treat each other in pursuit of the common good in the common life we 
share together. Each of us must therefore "put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body" (Ephesians 4:25). 
 

6) We commit to pray for our political leaders - those with whom we may agree, as well as those with whom 
we may disagree. "I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made - for kings 
and all who are in high positions" (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 
 

7) We believe that it is more difficult to hate others, even our adversaries and our enemies, when we are 
praying for them. We commit to pray for each other, those with whom we agree and those with whom we may 
disagree, so that together we may strive to be faithful witnesses to our Lord, who prayed "that they may be 
one" (John 17:22). 
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We pledge to God and to each other that we will lead by example in a country where civil discourse seems to 
have broken down. We will work to model a better way in how we treat each other in our many faith communi-
ties, even across religious and political lines. We will strive to create in our congregations safe and sacred 
spaces for common prayer and community discussion as we come together to seek God's will for our nation 
and our world. 
 
 

 You may view the article directly at:  http://go.sojo.net/campaign/civilitypledge.  You may also sign the 
pledge at that site.  I did. 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Bob:  Vision is a word for hope, and every congregation needs a vision. The wisdom of proverbs 
teaches, “Where there is no vision the people perish.”   
Vision, however, is distinguished from mission. Whereas mission expresses why we exist, vision is what 
drives mission. It is the motivation behind mission. 
 
As elders, we often are petitioned to support many wonderful efforts that arise in the context of Christian con-
cern. The problem is, however, that we simply cannot support everything with the limited resources we have – 
whether in terms of labor force, space, or finances. In order to steward what we have, we need as leaders a 
mission statement with clearer objectives for each of our four distinctive values. 
 
Below is the result of an intention renewal of our former vision statement. Please notice that there is a mission 
statement that expanded the former one to become more outreach-oriented and missional, and we clarified ob-
jectives for our four current distinctive core values. Finally, notice that we added a vision statement, which is 
the driving force for us to carry out our mission. 
 
Mission Statement: Why do we exist? Christ Church exists:  
 

“to spread a passionate love for the glory and supremacy of Christ among all peoples (through): 
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"For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world."   
1 John 2:16 
 
Pastor Chuck Swindoll tells the humorous story of the guy who fell in love with an 
opera singer. He hardly knew her, since his only view of the singer was through bin-
oculars from the third balcony. But he was convinced he could live "happily ever 
after" married to a voice like that. He scarcely noticed she was considerably older 
than he. Nor did he care that she walked with a limp. Her mezzo-soprano voice 
would take them through whatever might come. After a whirlwind romance and a 

hurry-up ceremony, they were off for their honeymoon together.  She began to prepare for their first night to-
gether. As he watched, his chin dropped to his chest. She plucked out her glass eye and plopped it into a con-
tainer on the nightstand. She pulled off her wig, ripped off her false eyelashes, yanked out her dentures, un-
strapped her artificial leg, and smiled at him as she slipped off her glasses that hid her hearing aid. Stunned and 
horrified, he gasped, "For goodness sake, woman, sing, sing, SING!" (Chuck Swindoll, Strike the Original 
Match). 
In 1 John 2, the apostle John captures the nature and power of sin in one simple sentence.  Sin (or idolatry, if 
you’d prefer) always tantalizes in one of two ways, summarized by the phrase “the cravings of sinful man” but 
distinguished as his visual cravings (or what we might recognize as “the idolatry of other” or his cravings for 
self-importance (or “self idolatry”).  In both, it’s a nearsightedness with regard to the beauty and value of the 
opera singer in front of us that, upon closer inspection, is a lot less fulfilling than we might have first imagined.  
An honest evaluation of our situation will show our need for Jesus in both of these ways.  Let’s look at them a 
little closer: 
 
Other Idolatry 
Sinning to satisfy the lust of our eyes is pretty self-explanatory. And it's bigger than most of us would care to 
admit. It's more than the strong sexual connotations that we often think of. In it's broadest sense, the lust of the 
eyes is anything that holds our attention, has more worth in our estimation than it ought, or challenges our at-
tention on Jesus without regard for its rightful place.  Or as C.H. Dodd defines it, the lust of the eyes is the 
"tendency to be captivated by the outward show of things, without enquiring into their real value." 
 
Self Idolatry 
-We also sin to satisfy our desire to inflate our own self worth beyond what it really is. The apostle John refers 
to it as when man boasts "of what he has and does." This is the sin that shows itself when we put our check for 
the offering in right side up so that everyone in the row can see it as the offering plate goes by. It's the sin that 
encourages us to buy that new car to impress others. It's the sin that causes our feelings to be hurt when some-
one forgets our birthday, or doesn't call us every day, or doesn't come visit us once a week, or doesn't noticed 
our new hair cut. It is in those times that we are assuming that the world either revolves around us, or at the 
very least should.  We are not the end all of existence, nor the most important person on the planet.  
I wonder what repentance from your idolatry will look like today.  Perhaps Jesus is trying to get your attention 
again to see His beauty and fulfillment where all else falls short.  May God smash your idols and mine with a 
startling fervor at the Cross.         ��������������������� ���
�
��	�����	������������� G���*�����	�*��&��
�����H������
Religion is, 'I obey, therefore I¹m accepted¹. The Gospel is, 'I am accepted through what Jesus Christ has done 
for me, therefore I obey¹.  Religion gives you control, that¹s why it¹s so popular. If I am saved by what I can 
do, then there¹s a limit to what God can ask of me. I still have some control.  But if I am saved by sheer grace, 
then there¹s nothing He cannot ask of me.   
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Essential Truths of the Christian Faith  
 
This month we continue our study of theology by looking at the topic of definite atonement from R.C. 
Sproul’s book “Essential Truths of the Christian Faith”, published by Tyndale House Publishers (reprinted 
with permission). You can find out more about the books Tyndale publishes at www.tyndale.com. 
 
At this very moment you are reading these words because you choose of your own free will to read them. You 
may protest and say, “No! I didn’t choose to read them. I was given an assignment to read this book. I really 
don’t want to be reading it.” Perhaps that is the case. Nevertheless you are reading it. Maybe there are other 
things you would rather be doing at the moment, but you have made a choice to read it nevertheless. You de-
cided to read it instead of not reading it.  
 
I don’t know why you are reading this. But I do know that you must have a reason for reading it. If you had no 
reason to read it, you simply would not have chosen to read it.  
 
Every choice that we make in life we make for some reason. Our decisions are based upon what seems good 
for us at the moment, all things considered. We do some things out of intense desire. We do other things with 
no awareness of desire at all. Yet the desire is there or we wouldn’t choose to do them. This is the very essence 
of free will – to choose according to our desires.  
 
Jonathan Edwards, in his work The Freedom of the Will, defines the will as “that by which the mind chooses.” 
There can be no doubt that human beings do indeed make choices. I am choosing to write, you are choosing to 
read. I will to write, and writing is set in motion. When the idea of freedom is added, however, the issue be-
comes terribly complicated. We have to ask, freedom to do what? Even the most ardent Calvinist would not 
deny that the will is free to choose whatever it desires. Even the most ardent Arminian would agree that the 
will is not free to choose what it does not desire.       
 
With regard to salvation, the question then becomes, what do human beings desire? The Arminian believes 
that some desire to repent and be saved. Others desire to flee from God and thus reap eternal damnation. Why 
different people have different desires is never made clear by the Arminian. The Calvinist holds that all human 
beings desire to flee from God unless and until the Holy Spirit performs a work of regeneration. That regenera-
tion changes our desires so that we will freely repent and be saved.  
 
It is important to note that even the unregenerate are never forced against their will. Their wills are changed 
without their permission, but they are always free to choose as they will. Thus we are indeed free to do as we 
will. We are not free, however, to choose to select our nature. One cannot simply declare, “Henceforth I will 
desire only the good” anymore than Christ could have declared, “Henceforth I will desire only evil.” This is 
where our freedom stops.  
 
The Fall left the human will intact insofar as we still have the faculty of choosing. Our minds have been dark-
ened by sin and our desires bound by wicked impulses. But we can still think, choose, and act. Yet something 
terrible has happened to us. We have lost all desire for God. The thoughts and desires of our heart are only evil 
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continuously. The freedom of our will is a curse. Because we can still choose according to our desires, we 
choose to sin and thus we become accountable to the judgment of God.  
 
Augustine said that we still have free will, but we have lost our liberty. The royal liberty of which the Bible 
speaks is the freedom or power to choose Christ as our own. But until our heart is changed by the Holy Spirit, 
we have no desire for Christ. Without that desire we will never choose Him. God must awaken our soul and 
give us a desire for Christ before we will ever be inclined to choose Him.  
 
Edwards said that as fallen human beings we retain our natural freedom (the power to act according to our de-
sires) but lose moral freedom. Moral freedom includes the disposition, inclination, and desire of the soul to-
ward righteousness. It is this inclination that was lost in the Fall.  
 
Every choice I make is determined by something. There is a reason for it, a desire behind it. This sounds like 
determinism. By no means! Determinism teaches that our actions are completely controlled by something ex-
ternal to us, making us do what we don’t want to do. That is coercion and is opposed to freedom.  
 
How can our choices be determined but no coerced? Because they are determined by something within – by 
what we are and by what we desire. They are determined by ourselves. This is self-determinism, which is the 
very essence of freedom.     
 
To be sure, for us to choose Christ, God must change our heart. That is precisely what He does. He changes 
our heart for us. He gives us a desire for Himself that we otherwise would not have. Then we choose Him out 
of the desire that is within us. We freely choose Him because we want to choose Him. That is the wonder of 
His grace.  
 
Summary:  
 

7�� Every choice we make is for a reason.�

5�� We always choose according to our strongest inclination at the moment of choice.�

?�� The will is the choosing faculty.�

3�� Fallen human beings have free will but lack liberty. We have natural      
freedom but not moral freedom.�

I�� Freedom is self-determinism.�

@��In regeneration, God changes the disposition of our heart and plants a desire 
for Himself within us.�

 
Next month we’ll look at free will.  

�
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· Tim Challies has introduced a new podcast called “Connected Kingdom” which is worth checking out. 

Challies and his friend David Murray will be co-hosting the show. They will be talking about the kinds of 
things they discuss on their blogs--living the Christian life in this digital world. 

 
· The Gospel Coalition has launched a new Web initiative called TGC Reviews (TGCReviews.com). This 

online publication is designed to bring readers helpful appraisals of books and other resources. Whether 
through reviews, interviews, excerpts, recommendations, or book notes the purpose of TGC Reviews is to 
serve the church of Jesus Christ by becoming one of the most trusted review sites on the Web. You can 
find the reviews, and lots of other helpful content at www.thegospelcoalition.org. 

 
· Another good site to go to for book reviews is Discerning Reader. You can find that at 

www.discerningreader.com. 
 
· Dr.Don Kistler of Northampton Press - www.northamptonpress.org - writes that the next book he hopes to 

publish is by the Puritan Matthew Poole, who is well known for his Bible commentaries. The title of the 
book is "A Discussion Between a Catholic Priest and a Protestant." It is a friendly, but unyielding, dialogue 
between two old friends who have not seen each other since college. In that time, one has become a Catho-
lic Priest; the other is a well-grounded Protestant. They spend two days discussing the significant differ-
ences between their two faiths, things such as transubstantiation, the authority of Scripture versus the au-
thority of the church, apostolic succession, purgatory, confession, indulgences, and the merit of good 
works. Each person has a day to present and defend his position. Dr. Kistler indicates that this is one of the 
most interesting and informative books that he has ever read. He hopes to have it ready for the Christian 
Bookseller's Convention in June. 

· Contemporary Christian singer Jennifer Knapp recently revealed in an interview in Christianity Today 
magazine that she is gay, confirming rumors that she left music for a seven-year sabbatical because she 
was a lesbian.  

 
· Here are a few of the top winners at the Gospel Music Association’s Dove Awards: 
 

· Artist of the year: Casting Crowns 
· Female vocalist: Francesca Battistelli 
· Male vocalist: Brandon Heath 
· Group of the year: NEEDTOBREATHE 
· New artist: Sidewalk Prophets 
· Songwriter of the year: Jennie Lee Riddle 
· Song of the year: “By Your Side” by Mike Donehey, Phillip LaRue, Jason Ingram, performed 

by Tenth Avenue North 
· Producer of the year: Jason Ingram, Rusty Varenkamp 

 
· Jars of Clay is currently in the studio working on their next album which will be titled The Shelter.  
 
· U2’s next record will be titled Songs of Ascent and one of the songs that may be included on it is "North 

Star,"  a song from the How To Dismantle an Atomic Bomb sessions which included a guest organ appear-
ance from Michael W. Smith, who describes the song as a tribute to Johnny Cash. 
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Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God by Francis Chan. David C. Cook. 2008. 192 pages.  
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
Knowing Christ Today:  Why We Can Trust Spiritual Knowledge, by Dallas Willard.  Harper One, 2009.  208 
pages plus Notes, Subject Index, and Scripture Index. 
 
 The general view in today’s culture, and very often in the church, is that factual knowledge, such as 
scientific knowledge, is real knowledge while spiritual knowledge is in the realm of opinion and belief and ex-
ists in a different category.  Dallas Willard’s purpose in this book is to demonstrate that that is absolutely un-
true and to explore how spiritual knowledge should be understood and used by the church to influence soci-
ety.  He aims this book at people he calls “pastors” whom he identifies as “spokespeople for Christ” whether 
or not they have some official title or office. 
 
 Dallas Willard is a professor at the University of Southern California’s School of Philosophy.  He is 
widely known for other books such as The Divine Conspiracy, The Spirit of the Disciplines, and Hearing God. 
 
 The book has eight chapters.  The first five develop the foundation for his assertion that spiritual 
knowledge is in every way a valid form of knowledge, equal to material or secular knowledge.  Thus it is es-
sentially apologetics.  Chapters six and seven examine how to acquire this knowledge through a vital, ongo-
ing, and growing relationship with God.  Chapter eight presents the means of dispensing this knowledge to 
the nations.  At the end of each chapter is a set of questions for discussion. 
 
 If one read only chapters six and seven, the book would be worth it.  However, it is necessary to read 
the preceding material in order to understand Willard’s premises and language in those chapters.  The last 
chapter, “Pastors as Teachers of the Nations”, is essential to see our own responsibility to take the gospel 
wherever we go. 
 
 Of necessity, given the subject matter, the first five chapters are somewhat academic and “require 
considerable mental effort to understand”, as Willard notes in the Introduction.  He notes this in relation to the 
fact that this is not a devotional book, the kind for which he is best known.   Yet I did not find it significantly 
more difficult than his devotional books; one always has to pause and meditate on what he writes. 
 
 Willard defines knowledge as it actually functions in real life:  “We have knowledge of something when 
we are representing it (thinking about it, speaking of it, treating it) as it actually is on an appropriate basis of 
thought and experience.”  He then examines how and why we are today in a position culturally in which spiri-
tual information is no longer considered knowledge but only opinion or belief and therefore not really know-
able. 
 
 Willard distinguishes among knowledge, belief, commitment and profession, each of the latter three in 
order representing an increasing distance from knowledge.  He traces the forces in history, culture, and the 
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church which have relegated spiritual knowledge to the realm of the latter three.  About the church’s role he 
says, “So in the recent past Christian leaders and institutions of one stripe or another have abandoned knowl-
edge to the secular mind and even promulgated the idea that if you knew something, you could not have faith 
in it.”  Willard contends that, in fact, knowledge is essential to true faith:  “An act of faith in the biblical tradition 
is always undertaken in an environment of knowledge and is inseparable from it.” 
 
 One of the areas in which lack of knowledge damages us is in our worldview.  He says,  “What we as-
sume to be real and what we assume to be valuable will govern our attitudes and our actions.”  This is essen-
tially our worldview.  Willard enumerates four items which make up our worldview:  what we consider to be 
real, what is the “good life”, who a really good person is, and how we become a genuinely good person.  He 
then discusses how lack of spiritual knowledge affects our worldview and hence the way in which we live. 
 
 The bulk of the first five chapters consists of Willard’s analysis of the situation in which we now find 
ourselves in regard to spiritual knowledge and how and why we got there.  He argues cogently that this posi-
tion is based on false ideas and that it is damaging to the gospel and the church. 
 
 How do we change the situation?  Willard says we need to know Christ which we do by “seeking and 
entering the kingdom of God.”  It means “to live interactively with him right where you are in your daily activi-
ties.”  The burden of Chapters 6 and 7 is to guide the reader into this kind of relationship and to describe how 
that changes our life.  Here are a few quotes from these chapters. 
 

 [Jesus’] teachings … have an incredible power to disrupt human systems, including the ones that claim 
to own him.  He is the misfit and thus is available to all who would seek him. … He is in his people, but 
he does not allow himself to be boxed in by them. 
 
“Entering the kingdom of the heavens,” [Matt. 5:20] as here spoken of, is clearly not a matter of “making 
it into heaven” after death—though it takes care of that at the appropriate time.  It is precisely a matter of 
being interactively engaged with the kingdom in your life now.   
 
What will you experience as you come to know Christ in your world? … Those “living the life” will:  1.  
Discover remarkable changes in their beliefs, fundamental attitudes, and emotional conditions. … 2.  
Receive “communications” from God … 3.  Discover the reality of “the light burden and the easy yoke.” 
 

 As he moves into the topic of spreading the gospel, he makes it clear that we are not the ones to de-
termine who can and who cannot respond to the gospel, nor can we set boundaries on God’s action in the 
world.  Willard continues in Chapter 8 to relate knowledge of God as described above to taking the gospel to 
the whole world. 
 
 I doubt if one can read this book and not be seriously changed by the experience.  Highly recom-
mended. 
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	��������������� Edgy Church Breaks Old Rules, Insists on New Ones 

 

  ROCHESTER, Minn. — At The Circle, a young, innovative church which meets in a renovated bus depot, 
there is no pulpit, platform or pastor, as such. The congregation rejects the labels "Christian" and 
"congregation," preferring "followers of Jesus" and "friendship community."  There are no ushers, but rather 
"helpers."  There is no worship team, but rather "God artists." And woe to anyone who affixes traditional 
church labels to any of it. 
    "God's doing a new thing here," says Mitch Townsend, the leader of the church. He shuns the "pastor" label 
and insists people call him, "Hey, man," or simply "Dude." If someone slips and calls him "pastor," he bristles 
and gently rebukes them.  "We got rid of all those old labels," he says. "There's no going back." 
    At the church office, which they never call a church office but rather "the Hub," secretaries, or "community 
action facilitators" as they are called here, tap-tap on computers (which they still call computers) and take 
calls. 
    When a visitor slips up and refers to The Circle's "sanctuary," Dude Townsend cuts him short. 
    "Listen, it's not a sanctuary, it's a meeting place, a gathering place," he says, flushing red. 
    "Sorry, pastor," the visitor says. 
    "Not pastor," says Townsend. "Dude, or friend. Or just hey, Mitch." 
    "Sorry, Dude Mitch," the visitor says uncomfortably, and slinks away. Mitch quickly goes to him and hugs 
him. 
    "We're all about love and freedom here," he says. "I know it's hard to get used to." 
    At a Sunday morning "gathering," as services must be called, people sit in chairs arranged in circle around a 
"focal point" (not a platform) and listen to the team of God-artists play instruments and sing "songs of adora-
tion and devotion to the Creator," as opposed to praise and worship music. The gathered "posse of Jesus fol-
lowers" is free to sing along and to express themselves in any way that seems "real and authentic." 
    "We strive to be genuine here," says non-pastor "Hey, Jim" Richards, who in another setting might be called 
an associate pastor. "It's about being who you are, not fitting into a pre-determined box." 
    Before Dude Mitch's personal sharing time (which markedly resembles a sermon), one visitor raises her 
hand and says, "Is there going to be an altar call? Because I really want to give my life to Jesus today." 
    Dude Mitch answers quickly, "We don't have altar calls here; we have 'God moments' or 'Creator re-
connects.' And we don't say 'give your life to Jesus,' but you may begin a lifelong love relationship with the 
Creator-Friend, if you like. But please wait until we are done with sharing time." 
    After the service, "new friends" join in the "kick-back hall" for refreshments and conversation with the 
Dudes and other Hub personnel. They may also join a mid-week "hang-out crew" of 10-12 people which meets 

in a home, and which is steadfastly not re-
ferred to as a "small group." 
    "Anyone who wants a break from normal, 
rigid church life is welcome at The Circle," 
says Townsend.  

Courtesy of www.LarkNews.com 
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Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser, Clarissa 
Nation, Dave Loomis, Evelyn Tomlinson, Bill Wilson and Doug Michael. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to pencecoramdeo@msn.com.   
Send them for the June issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, May 25. 
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 Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           
   rs.revival@verizon.net 
David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 
   pastordave.Christchurch@verizon.net 
Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      
   jbmccord@gmail.com  
Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   
   duane_otto@yahoo.com 

 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Jeff Frick…………. 828-4552 
Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 
Bill Pence………… 452-5438 

Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 
John Vance……….  827-7643 

Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 
 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……   662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@verizon.net 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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Total General Fund Contributions + Interest Income:   $129,383.48 
-Total General Fund Expenses (not including Depreciation):       ($117,679.11) 

        Subtotal:           $  11,704.37 
Balance Sheet Only Items paid out of General Fund:     ($  10,036.10) 
(Assets purchased in 2010 and Loan Principal Payments) 

ACTUAL NET CASH FLOW        $ 1,668.27      ��
         ======== 
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