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A few years ago on a podcast with a few other pag

friends talking about the books they read, C.J.

Mahaney said that today he reads “fewer good bot
more often”. What he meant by that is that he relsemme of his favorite
books every few years. I've made a practice of repdahn Piper’s small, but
influential book “Don’t Waste Your Life” each yeaknd, with the recent re-
lease of the 25anniversary of his classic book “Desiring God” and in étic
tion of hearing Dr. Piper at this month’s Ligonier Natib@onference, | went
back and listened to the audio book of tfes8ition of the book. Lest you thin
I've become a “Pipette”, as my sister-in-law caéliem, please know that |
agree with Francis Chan, who stated at Piper’s owenteesiring God Pas-
tor’s Conference, that he feared that some of thegsaptesent desired Desir-
ing God (Ministries) more than they desired God. Ouch.

It was in “Desiring God” that Piper first introduced ushte concept of Chris-
tian hedonism, and his now popular phrase “God is most gloiifi us when

we are most satisfied in him”. This is a powerful andlleimging book, and ong
that | would commend to all.

In this issue, we include a look at another well regzebbok, this one on the
Holy Spirit, by Sinclair Ferguson. Dr. R. C. Sproul c&érguson “the leading
expert on the person and the work of the Holy Spiritybda

We hope you enjoy this issue as you live your life Coramm, Dethe presence
of, and before the face of God. Soli Deo Gloria!
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small thought about forms of
worship by Art Moser
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small thought about forms of worship
Art Moser

Recently our local newspaper carried a letter in their advice column from
a woman who had asked her pastor to pray for her sick husband. Her pastor
replied that he could pray for her but not for her husband because he was from
a different denomination.

That, plus some other incidents, triggered a train of thought. | began to
think about ways in which we include people who are like us in our religious
lives and exclude people who are different from us. Jesus prayed that we would
be one, yet we have separated into many divisions. Many of these divisions
came into being because of circumstances which are no longer relevant or

which are superficial. Maybe if we learned more about those others we could break down some of the barri-
ers we have erected. So | decided to try a little experiment.

In the long history of the Christian Church, many ways of expressing our faith have developed. These
expressions naturally reflect the times and the culture of the people who wrote them, so the ideas of faith they
incorporate may be phrased in very different words and formats. They may, therefore, sound strange to us
and we may react in a way which excludes the people who use these expressions from our spiritual fellow-
ship. Yet the forms are superficial; the meaning of the content is what counts. For example, the Trinity is a
fundamental concept of our theology, one God in three persons. How was this expressed at various times in
the past and in different cultures? Here are some things | found.

One of the oldest expressions of the Trinity is in the Nicene Creed which was formulated in the Fourth
Century. It is, of course, still used today by Christians from many different traditions. The relevant passages
go like this:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, ...

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, ... God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God ...

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, LA

During this same century Athanasius was the Bishop of the Church at Alexandria, Egypt. About the
Trinity, he wrote:

...there is a Trinity, holy and perfect, acknowledged as God, in Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit ... The Father does all things through the Word in the Holy Spirit; and thus the unity of
the Holy Trinity is preserved; and thus there is preached in the Church one God, “who is over
all, and through all, and in all.”

Ephraim the Syrian, also from the Fourth Century, a very pious man, wrote a large number of prayers
and exhortations. Exhorting the people to worship God every morning, he concluded his morning prayer with

May heaven and earth and all that is within them together exalt Thee ... Exaltation to Thee, to
the Father Whom we worship, to Thine Only-begotten Son, and to the Holy Spirit.®

The Oxyrhynchus Papyrus, discovered in Egypt in the Nineteenth Century, contains many Christian
writings from the Third to the Seventh Centuries. These include hymns, some with their original music. The
following is an excerpt from one of them.

May none of God’s wonderful works keep silence, ... may [they] break into song as we sing to
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May all the angels in the heavens reply: Amen! Amen! Amen!*



The Eastern Orthodox Church celebrates the baptism of Jesus with a special ancient liturgy. In a

prayer near the end of that service, the priest prays:

As you were baptized in the Jordan, Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest, for the
voice of the Father bore witness to you, naming you the Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the
form of a dove, confirmed the sureness of the word. Christ God, who appeared and enlight-
ened the world, glory to you.®

An ancient Celtic prayer reads:

With God be my walking this day, / With Christ be my walking this day,
With Spirit my walking this day, / The Threefold all-kindly my way;

The Threefold all-kindly | pray.®

Thomas a Kempis is credited with writing the classic The Imitation of Christ in the Fourteenth Century.

He closes one section with the prayer:

O my God, my Truth, and my mercy, O Blessed Trinity, to Thee alone be praise, honour,
power and glory, throughout all ages, world without end.’

One more: the fourth stanza of an early Sixteenth Century hymn of the Episcopal Church by Elizabeth

Cruciger:

O Father, here before thee, / With God the Holy Ghost,
And Jesus, we adore thee, / Thou Pride of angel host:
Before thee mortals lowly / Cry “Holy, holy, holy”,

One God in Persons three.®

There are many ways of expressing the glory, majesty, and beauty of our Triune God. All of these are

valid; all come from different times, peoples, and traditions. It is good for us to acknowledge them, perhaps
even use them in our own worship.
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From the Lutheran Book of Worship

. W. A. Jurgens, editor. The Faith of the Early Fathers, Volume 1. Liturgical Press, 1970. p. 336.

Bishop Theophan the Recluse, editor. A Spiritual Paslter or Reflections on God, from the works of Eph-
raim the Syrian. St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1989, p. 156.

F. Forrester Church and Terrence J. Mulry, editors. The Macmillan Book of Earliest Christian Hymns.
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1988., p. 62-63.

From www.anastasis.org.uk/megagiasm.htm, copyright to Archimandrite Ephrem ©

G. R. D. McLean, editor, Praying with the Celts. William B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 1988.

Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, Revised Translation. Books, Inc., Book 3, Chapter 40.
Cantate Domino, Hymnal Supplement. G. I. A. Publications, 1979, #817
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What's in a Word?

On a chilled and overcast late winter day, the growingdadisneakers beating against the frosted black top
builds as a small group of kids run up to a boy and ridicuein his unpopularity. Mean quips hurl through
the air and shatter like broken glass in the earlsenf intended target.

This harsh onslaught causes the boy to take in more ar@ahthe bitter cold air. In a moment, he finds re-
prieve in an old adage: "Sticks and stones may break mgsbbut words will never hurt me." Alas, any sol-
ace the line offered quickly faded.

Fists clenched, tears welling, he steps forward towardsiadl mob to defend himself. Rage overtook him as
the words cut through his calloused expression. As he shiargts wildly towards the teasers, he burned
with rage towards them and the false shelter that §tdwvas meant to provide.

Feeling victimized, isolated, and exposed, the boy's sétsgsband hope quickly crumble at the relentless,
piercing mockery he received that cloudy day.

John Chapter 1

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word wds iB®odias in the begin-
ning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not agyntlaide that was made.

4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The ligheshn the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

In a story that may draw upon some of your memorigs@ances, or even a song about a reindeer with a
very shiny nose... we catch a glimpse at the power oflsvo

Why do cruel words hurt? Why does high rhetoric inspire?
Could there be more to words than letters, conjugatiodsgafinitions?

The verse referenced above gives us some insight mtmakter. John opens up with a powerful connection
and unveiling of Jesus as the Word. As we read the subsacpises, we get a greater understanding of what
Jesus being the Word can mean, specificallythings were made through him... In him was life, and the life
was the light of men... darkness has not overcome [the light].

From this passage, and the greater context of Scripterean build the case that words carry the power to
create, enlighten, and victoriously protect. Here desveexamples:

Create: By his word, God spoke this world into existence.
Enlighten: By his word, Jesus brings meaning to the law.
Victoriously protect: On the cross, Jesus said, finished.", and thus defeated sin and death.

Words are profoundly alive and provide each of us the abdlititink, express, and connect.



Our ability to think is predicated upon our language. Ourtghoi express love, frustration, joy, sorrow, and
the like, is enabled by words. Our ability to build andntan relationships exists, in part, because of words.

It's a simple realization. Yet, maybe because dfiitglicity, we easily forget the glorified power delifound
in words, especially through the avenue of rhetoric.

There is, however, a perversion in words and rhetbatwe must not dismiss. I'm not referring to swearing,
rather | am calling out an intentional constructiod ase of language that is intended to amuse (i.e., kill our
thinking), numb us, and tear apart our relationships.

This perversion exists because, as we can deduce fromt&ges, evil is calculated and merciless in its pur-
suit to divert our attention from our Christ.

For many reasons, rhetoric surrounds us more today tearbefore. Those who wield words like a sword are
aware of their power. Likewise, most wordsmiths avara of what words can yield, be it holy or selfish.

Perversion of the word through rhetoric has deeplyctdteour society. Evidence of that is found by how peo-
ple are increasingly treated as consumers nowadaythaB| mean: we are not invited into a dialogue, instead
we are spoken to in ways that appeal to our fears or gesite the motive of getting something from us in
return. In addition, with an increase in the varigtyneans by which rhetoric can be delivered, people are
categorized by like interests to provide an outlet fayaed messages engineered to solicit and/or incite each
of us.

As a result of their abuse, words can be rendered ngdass and some people are left cynical to their affect.
Yet, we are not victims of abusive word use like the bayénaforementioned story. In the main, we are con-
sensual in relation to the rhetoric we consume. dthee, the call to us -- as followers of Jesus suish: Do

we examine the words we consume?

Examination of these words can redeem their use and mgedskewise, the thought process enables us to
name the wrongful use of words as evil.

In application, we should ask ourselves if, by these words

Are we encouraged to think, or are we amused?

Are we encouraged to express, or are we numbed/pacified?

Are we encouraged to connect, or tear apart?
Make no mistake, words are alive and active. Their affeas is incredibly real. As children bound together
by the love of our Father in Heaven, let us be likemindexlr pursuit to uphold and deliberate over the
words we use and consume.

May God, through his Spirit, be with us and inspire us... ywa

*Reference to a character $trewtape Letterigy C.S. Lewis.
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BOOK REVIEW

Art Moser

Evil and the Justice of God by N. T. Wright. IVP Books, 2006. 165 pages plus Notes, Subject Index, and
Scripture Index.

Both the book jacket and the title page of this book contain as a background a photograph of a metal
door knocker with the head of a lion in whose mouth is a serpent. This seems very apropos because one of
Wright's themes in the book is that, in the death and resurrection of Jesus, evil was fatally wounded and is
being crushed by God.

This is not a book about philosophical questions relating to evil in the world.* Rather, Wright dis-
cusses wrong responses to evil and practical ways of dealing with evil. He does this in a series of five chap-
ters, each about 30 pages long and each divided into several sections.

Wright specifies three problems in the present day world’s attitude toward evil. We ignore evil; when
we experience it we are surprised; we then react in immature and dangerous ways. Postmodern views pro-
vide no answers because postmodernism fosters cynicism, it is dehumanizing and it provides no redemption.
Three elements we need to recognize are: modern democracy does not provide all the answers; there is
such a thing as human evil; and “the line between good and evil is never simply between ‘us’ and ‘them’ ... it
runs through each one of us.”

Chapter 2 focuses on the Old Testament which, Wright says, “tell[s] the story of what God has done,
is doing and will do about evil.” He considers two major consequences of the fall of Adam and Eve: the
Tower of Babel and the Flood of Noah's time. God’s containment of evil, Wright argues, hinges on his prom-
ise to Abraham to bless, through his offspring, all the nations of the world. However, the offspring themselves
become trapped in evil. Yet God remains in control, even as he uses evil nations to restore his people to their
purpose.

Wright then turns to the New Testament to demonstrate how God in Christ confronts evil at its worst
and conquers it, finally and completely. Evil reaches its climax at Calvary where the world’s political powers,
the corruption in Israel, and the “deeper, darker forces” combine to crucify Jesus. He looks at how Jesus
dealt with evil and how the early Christians saw evil's defeat in the resurrection of Jesus. He introduces the
ancient atonement theory of Christus Victor to make his point clearer.

The last two chapters suggest ways in which we are to deal with the evil in and around us. The early
Church saw, Wright suggests, that God’s ultimate purpose is to rid the world of evil and establish his new
creation. They saw that “God’s future had already broken into the present in Jesus, and the church’s task
consisted not least of implementing that achievement and thus anticipating that future.” He proposes imagin-
ing a world without evil. As a basis he defines evil and “the satan”, the form in which the Old Testament ex-
presses our Accuser. Looking at the last chapters of Revelation, he explores the nature of the new heavens



and the new earth. What do we do meanwhile? Wright considers the tasks of the Church to be prayer, holi-
ness, an understanding of the place of politics and empire, the support of justice in the penal system, and the
knowledge of the right handling of international disputes.

His final chapter on forgiveness is powerful. He discusses forgiveness both theologically and practi-
cally and considers it the foundation for all our other actions in relation to implementing and anticipating the
future reign of Jesus Christ on the earth. “We are ... called to be people of forgiveness in the present be-
cause this is the life we shall be living in the future.” In that future, Wright says, we shall be “beyond the
reach of the moral blackmail of unresolved evil.” It is important to recognize that forgiveness is not the same
as tolerance. “... forgiveness presupposes that the thing which happened was indeed evil and cannot simply
be set aside as irrelevant.” He says much more about forgiveness which needs to be read to be appreciated.

As usual, Wright is clear, organized, very readable, and packed with information and thought-
provoking ideas. He moves smoothly from Genesis to Revelation in a manner which ties together God'’s ac-
tions in the world and in history in a consistent and coherent way. Because it is so coherent and readable, it
is probably one of the best contemporary books on evil and our response to it. If the subject of evil puzzles
you and you struggle with how to respond to evil in the world, this is an excellent book.

*For a logical discussion of “Can God be both good and powerful and yet permit evil?”, see Alvin C. Plantinga,
God, Freedom, and Evil, William B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 1974.

BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

The Holy Spirit by Sinclair Ferguson. InterVarsity Press 1996. 288 pages.

Ever since 1998, when we first encountered Sinclair Ferguson at the Ligonier Ministries National Conference,
we have enjoyed his preaching and writing. With the advent of podcasts, we are now able to listen to his
weekly sermons from South Carolina. His pastor’'s heart comes through all of his work - and that Scottish ac-
cent certainly doesn’t hurt matters either! I've long been looking forward to reading this book by Dr. Ferguson,
whom R. C. Sproul calls the world’s leading expert on the person and work of the Holy Spirit today.

I'll admit that I've done an embarrassingly small amount of study of the Holy Spirit, short of Sproul’'s own book
The Mystery of the Holy Spirit more than 20 years ago. But last year, | did read Francis Chan’s short book
The Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit. Unlike Ferguson’s more deeply theologi-
cal book, Chan’s book was aimed at a general Christian audience. But the very title of that book alerts the
reader that Chan believes that the Holy Spirit has been forgotten. How ironic it was then, when | began Fer-
guson’s book and | read in the “Preface”:

“It was commonplace in my student days for authors, lecturers and preachers to begin their comments on the
subject of the Holy Spirit with such statements as, ‘The Holy Spirit has been until recently the forgotten per-
son of the Godhead.” No-one writing on this topic today would employ such language”.

Ferguson goes on to write: “The Holy Spirit is no longer thought of as the ‘forgotten person’ of the Godhead,
and insofar as this is true, Christians of all persuasions should rejoice”.

Raised Roman Catholic, | did not become a believer until my late 20’s. Early in my time as a believer | heard
of the charismatic movement. Consciously or not, | put up “walls” against anything that might even appear to
be charismatic. | had an internal radar detector that went off whenever something even remotely appeared to
be charismatic. Although Chan was criticized for not taking a position on the gifts issue, his book did create a



new awareness of the Holy Spirit in my life. That awareness however, as | recall was more experiential than
theological.

Chan wrote about how we don’t really believe Jesus when he says that it is better for us for him to leave so
that the Holy Spirit will come:

Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you. (John 16: 7)

After reading that book, | began to think more about the Holy Spirit and pray for the power of the Holy Spirit.

Ferguson’s book on the other hand has given me a wonderful appreciation of just how involved the third per-
son of the Trinity has been in literally every aspect of our lives — from the creation, through the order of salva-
tion - regeneration, justification, adoption, sanctification and glorification - from the Old Testament to Revela-
tion 22.

I think many who do not spend much time studying the Holy Spirit do it because of the excesses of the charis-
matic movement. Ferguson uses his pastor’s heart to carefully handle the subject of the continuation or ces-
sation of gifts such as tongues and prophecy. He has equipped me to speak intelligently on this issue, know-
ing that there are sincere Reformed believers on both sides of this controversial issue.

When writing on union with Christ, a key theme in the New Testament, and a topic that | would like to study
more, Ferguson states that: “The central role of the Spirit is to reveal Christ and to unite us to him and to all
those who participate in his body”.

The second and third persons of the Trinity are so close to each other that Ferguson can write: “Thus, to
have the Spirit is to have Christ; to have Christ is to have the Spirit. Not to have the Spirit of Christ is to lack
Christ. To have the Spirit of Christ is to be indwelt by Christ”.

Ferguson writes that in Paul’s theology, no analogy is more central than the church is the body of Christ into
which we are brought by the ministry of the Spirit.

The readers of this book will get a fuller understanding of the role of the Holy Spirit in all of the areas covered
in the book — creation, the order of salvation, union with Christ, etc. | strongly commend this book to all.

BOOK REVIEW
Art Moser

The Culture of Disbelief: How American Law and Politics Trivialize Religious Devotion, by Stephen L. Carter.
Basic Books (Harper Collins), 1993. 277 pages plus Notes and Index.

The first of Stephen Carter’s books which | read was his mystery novel, The Emperor of Ocean Park; |
have read a couple more of his novels since then. These stories all feature wealthy or influential African-
Americans; Carter is an African-American, an attorney, and a professor of Law at Yale University. He has
also been on the board of Christianity Today publications.

This book | had seen referenced in other materials and | often thought | would like to read it, but it is
an older book and not currently in bookstores. Recently, however, we were at the semiannual used book sale
at Lakeview Museum and | had the chance to buy it for $4.00. I'm glad | did.



Carter’s writing is interesting: a cross between the precision and logic of a
court case and the richness of fiction. His courtroom opponent is the manner in
which the law, in Congress, the Executive branch, and the Court system, functions in
relation to religion. His method of presenting his case is to use court cases, stories,
and illustrations with commentary. The result makes for interesting reading.

The three sections of the book present the elements of his case. Part 1, “The
Separation of Faith and Self”, focuses on the tendency in culture and law to make
one’s faith a private issue which should not influence public acts and which should
not, therefore, be a part of public discussion. Or, as Carter says, it is the treatment
of faith as a hobby, not an essential part of one’s being. The second part, “The First
Subject of the First Amendment”, deals with the proper and improper understandings
of the religion part of the first amendment, the valid and invalid ways of interpreting
the “separation of church and state” concept. In the last part, “The Clothed Public
Square”, Carter deals with some specific issues. Chapter 12 particularly examines
the life and death issues of euthanasia, abortion, and capital punishment.

One of Carter’s big issues is the tendency of the culture and of the courts to consider the motivation
behind efforts to influence or challenge legislation instead of focusing on the constitutional issues. The prob-
lem is that this is applied almost exclusively to religious motives. If the driving force behind such a movement
is religious then it is suspect; if any other motive exists, it is not considered a factor. This, of course, is done
because of the first amendment “establishment” clause, but that is one of the misinterpretations of that
clause.

In discussing the consequences of this sort of thinking, Carter lists potential problems such as propos-
als to remove tax-exempt status from organizations, including churches, which oppose abortion or any other
political issue. He says:

Maybe it is just another effort to ensure that intermediate institutions, such as the religions, do not get in
the way of the government’s will. Perhaps, in short, it is a way of ensuring that only one vision of the
meaning of reality—that of the powerful group of individuals called the state—is allowed a political role.
Back in Tocqueville’s day this was called tyranny. Nowadays, all too often, but quite mistakenly, it is
called the separation of church and state.

Carter is open about his own views regarding some of the controversial issues; you will probably not
agree with him on some of these. He does not argue for his views nor does he believe the courts should al-
ways rule in favor of them. His focus is on the attitudes of the public and the branches of government toward
the place of religion in the public square.

He believes that religion needs to be an independent center of power in the culture and that the First
Amendment was designed to ensure that status. Religions should be free to give input, to criticize, and to
influence government as one of many centers of influence. The problem he sees now is the effort of many
other centers of power to silence the voice of religious institutions and individuals.

One of the values of this book is that it will help you see the complexities of the First Amendment in
the diverse culture which now characterizes the United States. When it was first written, the culture consisted
of various Christian denominations, Judaism and forms of deism. Its purpose was to keep any one of these
from dominating the others. In our present much more diverse culture, this means that Native American relig-
ions as well as Islam, Wicca, Hinduism, and all other religions our immigrants have brought with them have
the same rights as any form of Christianity. That may bother some people, but that is the price of religious
liberty.

If you have an interest in this area and can find a copy of this book, (it is available on-line), it is well
worth your time. Carter is a lawyer, a scholar, and a Christian and he brings all of these to bear in his discus-
sion of these issues.



John Piper has recently released a 25" anniversary edition of his classic book
Desiring God. On this occasion, Justin Taylor included this interview with Piper
on his Between Two Worlds blog on The Gospel Coalition website.
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CHRIST CHURCH, PresbyterianChurch inAmerica
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL 61761 (309) 452-7927
www.christchurchpca.org Christ.churchpca@frontier.com

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-11

Pastors:
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor
rs.revival@frontier.com
David Keithley, Youth & Family Pasto
pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com
Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries
jomccord@gmail.com
Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor
duaneotto@mac.com
Elders:
Bob Force ............ 662-0978
Nick Georgas......... 664-5240
Gary Haluska...309-691-2438
David Loomis......... 862-3180
Don Lusk.............. 663-9131
Art Moser....... 309-681-8433
Bill Pence............ 452-5438
Bill Ray............... 828-2721
Dustin Webb.......... 287-1147
Bill Wilson........... 661-2885
Deacons
Gary Ayers........... 829-8303
Chris Evans.......... 827-7088
Don Haliley..... 309-699-1351
Dave Helling........ 862-3510
Michael Lyons...... 828-8660
Roy Lyons............533-4635
Bob Mathes.......... 963-2018
Chris McNeilly...... 726-1167
Robert Nagle......... 828-3841
Steve Parsons...... 662-0974
Mark Swiger......... 827-8102 11 #% 4" o ( 0% *
Pete Juvinall.......... 452-8917 . :
Thanks...

We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pagob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser, Be
Barnes, Melody Green and Clarissa Nation.

Coram Deo Submissions...
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in pdsganail or email to bntpence@msn.com.
Send them for the April issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, March 29.

cky



