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small thought  on the Dead Sea  

 Scrolls by Art Moser 
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Missions Weekend 2010 
June 11–13, 2010 

 
Join us as we focus on God’s heart for 

us and the world. There will be opportu-
nities to serve and to learn more about 

God’s Kingdom. 
 
 

Jewelry Party  
Friday, June 11, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 

 at the Keithley's home 
1204 School Street in Normal  

 
Women of all ages are invited to this 

open house to learn, pray, and shop for 
jewelry and other items made by 

women rescued from traffickers. From 
6:30 to 7 p.m. we will hear from a 

woman who has visited this ministry 
overseas and pray. 

 
 

Kazakh Dinner with the Winslows  
Saturday, June 12, 5:00 p.m. 

$3.50 for adults, $1.50 for children 10 and under, 2 and under free 
Sign up at church or by e-mailing Beth at the churc h office at christ.churchpca@verizon.net . 

We'll enjoy a delicious Kazakh dinner and hear from missionaries Scot and Lora Winslow. 
 

Meet and Pray for Our Missionaries  
Saturday, June 12, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

Sign up for childcare at church or by e-mailing Bet h at the church office at 
christ.churchpca@verizon.net . 

Learn about the missionaries we support and spend time in prayer for them. 
 

Sunday Morning Services  
June 13, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Rob Maupin will teach on the Biblical Mandate for the Nations. 
 

Foundations and Sunday School  
June 13, 10:00 a.m. 

Adults and children will focus on the world and loving people. 
 

Concert of Prayer for the Nations  
June 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Sign up for childcare at church or by e-mailing Bet h at the church office at 
christ.churchpca@verizon.net . 

We will spend focused time in prayer for a variety of topics relating to the nations. 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8  
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Recently when all of the Thai teachers visited town the Bergers and their volunteers were able 
to share the Easter Story with the help of the Resurrection Eggs. Also, several of the teachers 
attended Easter Services with a local family, and even others attended the English Bible Fel-
lowship at a local church. God was so faithful in providing leaders and individuals or groups to 
serve a meals in the past year. They were also able to honor all of the ITT leadership team for 
their faithful service during the past year. In July through December Sam Davis will be coming 
on board with them to do an internship with the ministry. 
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1. That there would be relationship building times with students during the summer. 

2. Individuals and families would be able to provide a welcome for new international students who will be arriving in August. 

3. Prayer for their training conference in Manhattan, KS May 26-30 where as part of it they will have an opportunity to reach 
out to Hindu Students.  

4. Continued opportunities to spend time in the Bible with students, and that God will grow the student’s spiritual interest.  
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On Mar. 27 Rob was able to lead an outreach team of 11 people including Emily. They 
ministered at the St. Louis area jail where each team member participated in different 
ways. Rob shared the passage of Luke 7 where the sinful woman anoints Jesus. Then he 
shared the Gospel. Of the 120 men there about 2/3 of them responded to the message by 
receiving Christ as their Lord and Savior. Christian Holst returned to Haiti to do more medi-
cal work as a chaplain. Many people responded to the Gospel with 16 people giving their 
lives to Christ. In one hospital their X-Ray machine stopped working causing a standstill for 
patients as 3 doctors waited on X-Rays. One doctor asked Christian to pray for it. So they 
laid hands on it and prayed and it was fully functional in 3 min. as opposed to the normal 
30 min. warm up time. News of the miracle spread throughout the hospital.  
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1. For their trip to Kinshasa, Congo that God will work out the details and raise the necessary funds. Also that they will have 
the power of the Holy Spirit as they teach at the 3 day pastor’s conference, the churches, etc.. 

2. Protection for the team, their families and the churches as they have been encountering much spiritual warfare lately. 

3. That the Lord will provide the last members, and the funds for the August trip. FHG’s largest outreach ever. 

4. Unity among the churches there as they catch the vision for the Kingdom, and hearts are prepared to hear the Gospel.  

�

As Joe and Felicity reflect on the past school year they see God’s hand moving so strongly in 
their ministry and Campus Crusade’s overall ministry. In God’s Grace this year there have 
been more students involved with Campus Crusade for Christ, on more campuses, with 
greater diversity than ever before. This year God was so faithful in so much. As they traveled 
to East Asia with a group of their students and shared their faith.  Their students also learned 
so much as they took a group to the “Big Break Evangelism Training Conference” in Panama 
City Beach, Florida. They learned how to better share their faith and were able to practice wit-
nessing to students at the beach. Even one of their international students that attended it with 
them gave his life to Christ after he returned back to campus after the conference.  
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1. That all of the sowing, pruning, and growing that they and their students have participated in will end in many more people 
coming to Christ, or those that do already know him growing more deeply in their faith. 

2. Please pray that their ministry and Campus Crusades Ministry will continue to grow and to stay strong. 

3. That as many of their students have gone home for the summer or graduated that they will continue to grow in Christ and 
stay strong in their faith. 

�



� ���������	�
�����

�

�

Over the last year of ministry students in the chapter pulled together, through the growing pains as they 
all regained a vision for what God called them to do on campus. They have seen much this semester 
including service projects, campus talks, the theist/ atheist book discussions, and small groups. In March 
famous Philosopher Alvin Plantinga spoke and debated at IWU about Naturalism and how the atheistic 
argument is arranged. As a result of that they have been flooded with questions and new relational op-
portunities with students. Over Spring Break Josh took a group of students to serve in NYC. They served 
at a hospital for the terminally ill, at a day care facility for residents with Cerebral Palsy, and at a Relief 
Bus ministry that provides meals and clothing for people. Laura started working part-time in February, 
and Josh is transitioning to his summer schedule of fundraising and personal growth.  
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1. For the chapters summer meetings that God will lead and give them a clear vision. 

2. That God will lead those he wants to become leaders in the Chapter. 

3. That the lost that heard the evidence of Christ brought by Alvin Plantinga will turn to faith in him. 

4. Protection for the whole family as they embark on a crazy summer with lots of traveling and visits to all sorts of different 
places. 

�



�
��	�
����� �������

small thought  on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Art Moser  
 
 As evening fell in the tiny Jewish settlement of Qumran, the men began 
to move toward the large, stone building.  They gathered in the long room with 
stone walls.  The men seated themselves silently at tables, the tables at which 
they also took their meals.  In the distance one could hear the water running 
from the aqueduct into one of the many cisterns.  The pantry was just off to the 
side.  The flames from the torches cast a flickering light around the room. 
 

 Seated on a bench of plaster at a table of plaster, Rabbi Ethan ben 
Zarah carefully unrolled the parchment scroll which he had removed from the 
round earthen jar which protected it from the elements.  It was the scroll of the 
book of Daniel.  He found the place at which he had finished reading the previ-

ous night and in his deep booming voice he read from the Aramaic, “Daniel then said to the guard whom the 
chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, ‘Please test your servants for ten 
days; give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. …”  The men listened intently.  It was the third 
day of the month of Tammuz in the year archeologists would call 32 BCE. 
 

 One hundred years later, a young man, Johanan, ran swiftly to that same room, snatched up the same 
jar with the same scroll of Daniel in one arm and a jar with the scroll of Isaiah in the other.  Clambering down 
the side of the steep cliff nearby, he squeezed through the small opening in one of the numerous caves that 
dotted the area and placed the jars alongside others on a natural shelf along the side of the cave.  He then 
ran back and joined others moving other scrolls in their protective jars from the buildings into the caves.  By 
the time the Roman soldiers arrived, the entire library had been hidden away in the caves.  Johanan and 
many others became the victims of Roman fury. 
 

************ 
 One thousand nine hundred forty two years passed.  I stood in the Milwaukee Public Museum, gazed 
through the glass of the display case and looked at a portion of the very same scroll from which Rabbi Ethan 
had read two thousand forty two years before, at the very words he read describing Daniel and his compan-
ions in Babylon.  They were more than just scraps of parchment with ink marks on them; these were words by 
which real people lived and for which they died. 
 

 Of course, the story, the people, and the incidents are fictitious, but something similar to this might 
have happened.  Scholars are not agreed on the nature of Qumran; it may or may not have been a religious 
community, but the Dead Sea Scrolls were found near there and Qumran did have a room in which inkwells 
were found.  And certainly these scrolls were read by some one at some time in some gathering of people. 
 

 The exhibit at the Milwaukee Museum, Dead Sea Scrolls and the Bible, contained parts of eleven ac-
tual Dead Sea documents, not all of them biblical, plus a number of other ancient scrolls and other documents 
and the very impressive facsimile of the entire book of Isaiah the only scroll found which contains an entire 
book of the Bible.  There were also papyrus scrolls of parts of Matthew, Luke, and Romans in Greek which 
date from 175 AD to 250 AD.  Looking at these, I envisioned a group of early Christians meeting in a home in 
Ephesus or a catacomb in Rome and a pastor or elder reading from Matthew’s story of the last supper as 
they prepared to take communion. 
 

 One line in the Apostles’ Creed says, “I believe in the communion of saints.”  In a very real sense, as I 
looked at these documents, I sensed a communion across the centuries with our brothers and sisters of those 
days who treasured the same words we do and who drew strength and grace and power from those words 
and the truths which they convey. 
 

 The Dead Sea Scrolls have been instrumental in verifying the content of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures.  The entire collection contains most of all of the books of the Old Testament except Esther and illus-
trates the consistency of copies from various time periods.  For example, until the Scrolls were found, the old-
est Hebrew copy of Isaiah dated from about 900 AD.  It differs in no significant way from the complete copy in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls collection, dated about 100 BC, after a millennium of copying by scribes. 
 

 My interest in the Dead Sea Scrolls also contains a personal factor.  About 45 years ago  at Rich-
woods High School, I had in several of my classes a student named Martin Abegg.  His father was the  
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president of Bradley University.  Because we had some common interests, Marty and I developed a good re-
lationship.  After his graduation, however, I lost touch with him.  But in 1991 he made national news; in post-
doctoral work at Hebrew Union University in Ohio, Marty developed a computer program to reconstruct a 
group of Dead Sea Scroll documents from a concordance of them which had been published.  The docu-
ments themselves had not been released by scholars in Israel and so were available for study only by travel-
ing to Israel or one site in California.  Marty’s reconstruction made the documents easily available to every-
one.  He is now Professor of Dead Sea Scroll Studies at Trinity Western University in British Columbia. 
 

 In our postmodern world, the past is often ignored as if it contained no truth for our day.  The idea of a 
metanarrative, any overarching story which spans history, is considered passé.  Yet in those bits and pieces 
of parchment and papyrus containing some human’s writing we have the artifacts of such a metanarrative.  
The people who pored over and listened to the words on those artifacts were a part of the same overarching 
story under which we live.  The past speaks to us and does so in more than an academic manner.  We are 
connected with the people who lived millennia ago.  Those who share this grand story with us are our broth-
ers and sisters, and we are wise to remember our relationship to them.  We shall spend eternity with them 
praising and serving the same God revealed to us all in those sacred pages. 
 
 

 

“The Living God is a Missionary God.”  
With these revealing words, John Stott entitled his introductory arti-
cle in the reader Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Al-
though many in the church are familiar with the term “missions”, 
rarely do they engage in understanding our God’s heart and intention 
for His purposes for all people groups. With the rise of hostility di-
rected towards the Christian mission movement, the increase in ra-
tional cynicism in western cultures, and the growth of other world  

religions, Christians must find grounding so as to engage the dearest of all ventures initiated by our God.  I 
pray this will motivate you to attend this year’s Missions Weekend. 
 
What is this intention that is so dear to our God? His own glory.  The prophet Isaiah is clear in recording 
God’s heart for missions in Isaiah 43.6ff, “I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold 
them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth-everyone who is called by 
my name...” Again in Isaiah 66.19 our Father reveals His heart for the nations, “I will set a sign among them, 
and I will send some of those who survive to the nations … and to the distant islands that have not heard of 
my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations.” John Piper, in Let The Nations Be 
Glad, simply states the reality, “Missions exists because worship doesn’t.” It is my purpose to offer an intro-
duction to a God-Centered understanding of missions so as to encourage us as we seek His glory and our 
joy. 
 
Repeatedly the Lord highlights His desire for “His Name” to be know. Why is this important for our under-
standing of missions? In Exodus 3.15 God identifies the name which He specifically wishes to be remem-
bered, the LORD. Then later in Exodus 34.6 the LORD defines His name as, “a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiv-
ing iniquity and transgressions and sin…” Paul would emphasize the same attribute of compassion in Ro-
mans 15.9 stating, “that the nations might glorify God for his mercy.” So we find early in the Scriptures that 
God is not advancing a hostile kingdom, but a compassionate work to redeem lost people from every nation. 
 
Having begun a new nation, the LORD’s people, they would serve three purposes, all specified in Exodus 
19.5-6 and carried along by Peter in 1 Peter 2.9-10: 
 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession 

among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 
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Having delivered Israel out of bondage to the Egyptians, God continues His purpose of using them as an in-
strument among the nations. They were to be a mobile trophy, a visible blessing, to all the peoples as God’s 
“treasured possession.” Their ways would be blessed as they lived out the life-giving instructions of their 
LORD. As a “kingdom of priests” God’s people serve as mediators and servants, praying for and yielding 
themselves to those who did not know the LORD. Lastly, they were to be a “holy nation”, a light to the peo-
ples of the earth, as divinely instituted ambassadors to proclaim God’s deeds from one generation to the 
next… a theme picked up by the Apostle Paul over a thousand years later when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 
5.20: “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We im-
plore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 
 
Jesus begins his ministry, with themes similar to those mentioned in Isaiah 42, specifically naming regions for 
which He came to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God. In Matthew 4.15-16 He recites Isaiah 9.1-
2, “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles-the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow 
of death, on them a light has dawned.” It was compassion that moved Jesus in Matthew 9.36 to pray that His 
Father would provide more laborers for this work of harvest. To complete the gospel Jesus offers an invitation 
to join in the mission that he had come to accomplish: 
 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 
Many would respond to this call to go to the nations. Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, was called to “bring 
about obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations.” John, in ���  John 7, speaks of fol-
lowers of Christ who, “have gone out for the sake of the name.”  

 
So as to capture the vision of what has been accomplished by Jesus Christ through His death, burial and res-
urrection, and to provide us with a portrait of hope in our efforts to advance the kingdom to the nations, Reve-
lation 15 records: 

 
Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom 

and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth. 
  
From this brief survey we can derive great hope and assurance. Because God is committed to His glory we 
can be assured He will accomplish His ends. We serve out of honor and privilege as we pursue His glory. 
Deeds done for the purpose of mission are done not out of obligation, but rather out of thankfulness and joy 
because it was God who first came to deliver us out of bondage and slavery to make us His people. Effective-
ness is not our goal, but rather faithfulness as we steward the story in word and deed. A God-Centered vision 
for missions prevents our own kingdom building, for it is His Kingdom we serve.  And finally, as our faithful 
LORD has proven again and again with His people, He is with us until He returns. Despite what hostilities, 
regardless of the intensity of our culture’s cynicism or the advancement of false kingdoms, it is God who ac-
complishes His purpose in and through us. 
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When it comes to worship, we tend to think of music. “I like their worship,” we might hear someone say. “I 
can’t worship with that music,” another will say. What are people reflecting? As we have pondered these is-
sues as a session, we have learned that people have a desire for the music to raise their affections for Christ’s 
supremacy and glory. 
 
We settled on an objective that would preface our first core distinctive at Christ Church: to raise spiritual af-
fections in God-centered worship. This involves a blend of music, good theology, talented musicians, and a 
leader (who leads us into a sense of God’s presence). 
 
For years our core distinctive was “God-centered worship.” This set us apart from man-centered performances 
and a lack of congregational participation. In other words, we did not want to play for the audience. We 
wanted to involve everyone in worship with music and singing and leadership setting our hearts on God, in-
stead of the “performers.” 
 
As a result of our vision meetings, it is our aim to clarify and even diversify our efforts in order that everyone 
may have raised spiritual affections towards God. This autumn we intend to demonstrate a diversity of music 
in our two services to this end. By spiritual affections, we mean more than mere emotions. Love, adoration, 
and praise bespeak of affections beyond what we feel in other cultural contexts. “Spiritual” affections repre-
sent the emotions and dispositions of our hearts that are “of the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit produces godly affec-
tions through the musical expressions, prayers, sacraments, and preaching of the Bible. Each of the “means” of 
grace are intended to one “end;” namely, ascribing worship to God through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.  
 
If you have a question for Pastor Bob, just send it to pencecoramdeo@msn.com. 
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The Session and Pastoral Interns have been working on church vision issues for the past year. 
Can you lead us through the church’s four distinctives beginning with God-Centered Worship? �
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· Ligonier Ministries recently announced their succession plan for founder Dr. R.C. Sproul Sr. Drs. Robert 

Godfrey, Sinclair Ferguson, Steven Lawson and R.C. Sproul Jr. have been named Teaching Fellows at Li-
gonier. These four men will serve as advisors to Dr. Sproul, the board, and senior leadership, and will be 
active teachers in all the ministries at Ligonier. In addition to serving as a Teaching Fellow, Dr. Godfrey 
has joined the Board of Directors.  
Each of these men will continue to maintain their own activities and ministries, but will become more in-
volved in the teaching outreach of Ligonier. They will teach through new broadcasts for Renewing Your 
Mind, video teaching series, conference events, Tabletalk articles, educational opportunities through Ligo-
nier Academy, and publishing through Reformation Trust. Additionally, they will meet regularly in Or-
lando with Dr. Sproul and other members of senior management and serve as an advisory counsel to Ligo-
nier’s Board of Directors. 

· John MacArthur was a last minute substitute for John Piper at the 2010 Ligonier Ministries National Con-
ference to be held this month in Orlando.  

· The U2 concert at Soldier Field on Tuesday, July 6 at 7 PM   has been postponed due to Bono’s recent 
back surgery.  A new date will be announced and your original tickets will still be good for the new date. 

· You can download all of main session messages from the recent Together for the Gospel conference at 
www.t4g.org. This conference for pastors and other church leaders was held in Louisville, Kentucky April 
13-15 and sold out weeks in advance. The 7,000 in attendance heard messages from John Piper, John Mac-
Arthur, R.C. Sproul (via video), Albert Mohler, Mark Dever, Ligon Duncan, C.J. Mahaney, a special mes-
sage from Matt Chandler and more.  

· The latest band to join the ranks of the re-united is the original line-up of the classic rock band, Petra. Be-
fore John Schlitt was the band's lead singer, diehard fans will remember that Greg X. Volz was the band's 
original singer. Now, the rock band is back together again - Greg, Louie Weaver (Drums), John Lawry 
(Keys, Vocals), Bob Hartman (Guitar, Vocals), and Mark Kelly (Bass, Vocals). Go to 
www.classicpetra.com to find out more. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
Longing for God:  Seven Paths of Christian Devotion by Richard J. Foster and Gayle D. Beebe.  IVP Books, 
2009.  284 pages plus 3 Appendices, Notes, and Index. 
 
 Richard Foster has written several books about devotion to God; perhaps the best known is Celebra-
tion of Discipline.  In Longing for God he teams up with Gayle Beebe, president of Westmont College (CA), to 
survey and summarize other writings in that area reaching back to the beginnings of the Christian Church. 
 
 The authors develop seven paths of Christian devotion and illustrate these with brief biographies and 
summaries of the writings of a number of Christians in each of these categories.  The seven paths are: 
 The Right Ordering of Our Love for God 
 The Spiritual Life as Journey 
 The Recovery of Knowledge of God Lost in the Fall 
 Intimacy with Jesus Christ 
 The Right Ordering of our Experiences with God 
 Action and Contemplation 
 Divine Ascent 
 
 The people they highlight range from early church fathers such as Origen and Augustine to Thomas 
Merton.  Many of them are Catholic, a few are Eastern Orthodox, and a number are Reformation figures such 
as Calvin and Luther.  Two women are mentioned:  Julian of Norwich and Teresa of Avila.  All of the people 
are in some sense mystics in that they write about meditation, contemplation, how to grow our relationship 
with God and our communication with him. 
 
 Each chapter begins with a short bio and summary of the person under consideration; this is written 
by Beebe.  This is primarily a factual account of the essence of the person’s life, his/her background, how he/
she came to write about a life of contemplation, and other relevant information.  The second part of each 
chapter titled “Reflecting and Responding” is written by Foster.  This consists of the influence the person has 
had on Foster, the nature of his/her writings, an occasional critique of the writer, and notations of agreement 
or disagreement with the writer.  The chapter concludes with a prayer written by Foster.  In all, they survey 26 
authors. 
 
 Appendix 1 examines the influence of pre-Christian writers on the Christian concepts of devotion to 
God.  The authors examine the Stoics, Plato, Aristotle, and Jewish Scriptures.  Appendix 2 focuses on Chris-
tian Women and Spirituality and lists, with very brief comments, a number of other women not mentioned in 
the bulk of the book who practiced and wrote on contemplation, meditation, and devotion to God.  The East-
ern Church is emphasized in Appendix 3 with information on individuals dating back to the third century and 
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up to the present time, including Bishop Kallistos Ware, an American, who is still living.  That list also includes 
Ephraim the Syrian (4th Century) whose collection of writings, A Spiritual Psalter, I have; it contains some 
helpful prayers and articles. 
 
 A couple of cautions.  Especially when reading about people in the earlier centuries of the Church or 
in the medieval times, it is necessary to remember that those who compiled their stories often had a tendency 
to exaggerate or create fictional incidents to enhance the person’s reputation.  Beebe does not present any 
comment or criticism relating to these factors although Foster mentions a few such incidents. 
 
 Foster also occasionally mentions disagreements with the writers.  In reflecting on Gregory the Great, 
he mentions disagreement with Gregory’s contention that bishops and priests as they oversee the life of the 
church achieve the highest level of Christian action and contemplation.  In contrast, he mentions Luther’s in-
sight into the priesthood of all believers.  I agreed with Foster’s criticism and would probably disagree with 
more things than Foster does. 
 
 One other minor thing.  Foster is a Quaker and so tends to give special treatment to contemplative 
Quakers such as founder George Fox and his wife. 
 
 If you’re looking for devotional literature, this book is a good guide to many of the classics.  I was fa-
miliar with a number of the writers and have read some of their devotional books.  I was a little surprised that 
Brother Lawrence and his Practicing the Presence of God was not mentioned nor were the devotional writings 
of Henri Nouwen.  Of course, this was not meant to be comprehensive and it does cover a good selection of 
the better writers.  It can be a helpful book. 
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
A Sweet and Bitter Providence: Sex, Race and the Sovereignty of God by John Piper. Crossway. 2010. 160 
pages.   
 
Piper writes that even though Ruth is a very old book, with the events having taken place over three thousand 
years ago, it is relevant and helpful for our lives today.  In his “Introduction”, he gives seven reasons why we 
should read the book. They are:  
 
:�� The book of Ruth is part of the Scriptures, which Jesus loved.�

9�� Ruth is a love story.�

B�� The book of Ruth is a portrait of beautiful, noble manhood and womanhood.�

C�� The story of Ruth addresses one of the great issues of our time: racial and ethnic diversity and harmony.�

D�� The most prominent purpose of the book of Ruth is to bring the calamities and sorrows of life under the 
sway of God’s providence and show us that God’s purposes are good.�

<�� The gift of hope in God’s providence is meant to overflow in radical acts of love for hurting people.�

E�� The book of Ruth aims to show that all of history, even its darkest hours, serves to magnify the glory of 
God’s grace.�

 
Piper writes that one of the main messages of the book of Ruth is that God is at work in the worst of times. He 
states that the point of the book is not just that God is preparing the way for the coming of the King of Glory, 
but that he is doing it in such a way that all of us should learn that the worst of times are not wasted. They are 
not wasted globally, historically, or personally.  
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In discussing Boaz and Ruth, Piper challenges his readers to stand with them in their commitment to never 
have sexual relations outside of marriage. He writes that many have already failed in this area, but that there 
is hope for forgiveness. Piper contends that Ruth and Boaz are “models of deep, strong, righteous, passion-
ate love – better models than politicians and movie stars”.  
 
In writing about Naomi, Piper writes that though early in the story she had stated “I went away full, and the 
LORD has brought me back empty”, now she is full, and the Lord has given her a son through Ruth. God was 
at work in the darkest times to bring about this amazing turn of events. He states that if we would trust God 
implicitly, like Ruth, we would find that all of our complaints against God were unwarranted. He states that our 
providences may be bitter, but God is at work for our good, whether we see it or not.  
 
Piper writes that at one level the story of Ruth is about God’s sweet and bitter providences. He governs the 
famine, and the marriage of Naomi’s sons to foreign women, and the death of her sons, and the faithfulness 
of Ruth, and the availability and nobility of Boaz, and the birth of a child to preserve the line of Elimelech. He 
states that the story shows that God is at work in the darkest of times for the good of his people. The life of 
believers is not a straight path to glory, but they do get there.  
 
But at another level, Piper says the story is about something much larger than one family and their sorrows 
and joys. It is about God’s plan to glorify his grace in the Son of David, the Messiah, the Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Piper concludes the book with seven “Final Appeals” to correspond to the seven reasons he gave for reading 
the book he gave in the “Introduction. Briefly, they are:  
 
:�� Study the Scriptures.�

9�� Pursue sexual purity.�

B�� Pursue mature manhood and womanhood.�

C�� Embrace ethnic diversity.�

D�� Trust the sovereignty of God.�

<�� Take the risks of love.�

E�� Live and sing to the glory of Christ.�
 
There is much gold to mine in this short book on the much loved book of Ruth.  
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 Bill Pence 
 
Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit by Francis Chan. David C. Cook. 2009. 208 
pages.  
 
Up until recently, Francis Chan was the pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, where he had 
served for 16 years and had one of the most popular podcasts on iTunes in the “Religion and Spirituality” 
category. On April 19, he announced to his congregation that he felt that God was leading him to a new minis-
try, perhaps in a large city like Los Angeles or San Francisco.  



�
��	�
����� ��������

Forgotten God is his second book, the follow-up to the best-seller Crazy Love. Since I had benefitted so much 
from listening to that audio book, I purchased the Forgotten God audio book read by Chan from iTunes (for 
only $4.95) and listened to it twice within a few days. It contains the same passion and unwillingness to settle 
for the status quo that Chan brought to his first book and that he brings to his preaching. Chan pleads for the 
church to live by the power of the forgotten God.  
 
The book is bible-based, and challenging, with Chan admitting his own failures, such as when he assumed he 
was not quenching the Spirit, even though he didn’t know what that meant. The audio book opens with a help-
ful 19 minute interview of the author by Wayne Shepherd.    
 
Although Chan has a solid pedigree, having graduated from John MacArthur’s Master’s College and Semi-
nary, he does not propose to write a deep theological treatise on the Holy Spirit, even titling one chapter of 
the book “Theology of the Holy Spirit 101”. Rather, Chan writes this book out of a sense that most Christians 
have forgotten about the third person of the Trinity. He does acknowledge that there are those who over em-
phasize the Holy Spirit at the expense of the Father and the Son, and there is the corresponding camp that 
doesn’t emphasize the Holy Spirit enough, perhaps concerned that they will be accused of being charismatic. 
Some may be concerned or disappointed that Chan doesn’t address whether spiritual gifts such as prophesy 
and tongues continue today. He tries hard not to align himself as conservative or charismatic, which could 
also frustrate some, only being concerned about what the bible has to say about the Holy Spirit.  
 
Chan writes that from his perspective the Holy Spirit is tragically neglected and for all practical purposes for-
gotten. He states that he is willing to bet that there are millions of churchgoers across America who cannot 
confidently say that they have experienced the presence or the action of the Holy Spirit in their lives over the 
past year. He says that if he were Satan and his ultimate goal was to thwart God’s kingdom and purposes, 
one of his main strategies would be to get church goers to ignore the Holy Spirit.       
 
I must admit that I don’t think of the Holy Spirit as often as I should. Chan asks Christians like me how we can 
reconcile Jesus’ words that it is better for us to have the Spirit than the Son. He believes that most Christians, 
if given a choice of having Jesus in the flesh for a day as compared to the Holy Spirit would choose Jesus. 
Chan asks why we don’t believe Jesus when he tells us it is better for us for him to go away.        
 
In writing that we have neglected the Holy Spirit, Chan states that this has resulted in believers looking and 
acting no differently than the rest of the culture. He writes:  
 
“If it’s true that the Spirit of God dwells in us and that our bodies are the Holy Spirit’s temple, then shouldn’t 
there be a huge difference between the person who has the Spirit of God living inside of him or her and the 
person who does not?” 
 
At the end of each chapter he includes a short biography of a spirit-filled person, some who are well known 
and some who are not. The first biography is of Joni Eareckson-Tada, whom he calls the most spirit-filled per-
son he has ever met. He also profiles Francis Schaeffer and a couple who has had 32 foster children, adopt-
ing 16 of them, among others.      
 
This is a practical, quick read that is easy to understand that will confront you, challenge you and help you to 
grow in your faith and your love for the Holy Spirit.  
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Shrek Forever After, Rated PG 
***  
 The fourth and final film in the successful Shrek series finds everyone's favorite ogre unhappy that he is no 
longer a big scary ogre. He is now married to Fiona (Cameron Diaz), and has three children. Tour buses pass 
by his residence each day. Although Shrek (Mike Myers) should be happy with his life, he longs for just one 
day to be a feared ogre again. The devious Rumpelstiltskin (Walt Dohrn) is just the one to grant that wish. But 
there are side effects that Shrek never anticipated.     
  

This film brings back the entire gang one more time~ Eddie Murphy as Donkey, Antonio Banderas as Puss in 
Boots, Julie Andrews as Queen; John Cleese as King.  
The film contains messages about the importance of family. There is some humor that adults will get which 
will mostly bypass young viewers. Scenes with the witches and a large dragon could be frightening for young 
children.   
 
 

Letters to Juliet, rated PG  
*** 
This film stars Amanda Seyfried as Sophie, an aspiring magazine writer who visits Verona with Victor (Gael 
Gracia Bernal), the man she is engaged to marry. Described as a “pre-honeymoon”, it is a really a business trip 
for Victor as he prepares to open his Italian restaurant in New York City. It soon becomes clear that he is much 
more interested in vineyards than he is in Sophie.  
 

As Sophie goes off to explore the city by herself, she comes upon the house that was supposedly inhabited by 
Shakespeare’s Juliet. Below the balcony, each day tearful women write letters to Juliet asking for advice about 
love. Sophie watches as at the end of the day a women gathers the letters and takes them to a nearby home 
where a small group of women respond to each one.  
 

Sophie herself finds a 50 year old letter hidden in the wall under the balcony and decides to write a response 
back to Claire who had fallen in love with Lorenzo Bartolini. Amazingly, the response finds the original writer 
Claire (Venessa Redgrave), much to the chagrin of her impatient grandson Charlie (Christopher Egan). Claire 
is a widow, but what about Lorenzo? He may not even be alive so many years later. Charlie doesn’t want his 
grandmother to be disappointed.    
 

This movie is beautifully filmed. The scenes of the Italian countryside and Redgrave’s elegant performance are 
the reasons to see this film.  There is minimal adult language in this film, though God’s name is misused sev-
eral times.  The film will appeal to women most of all, but all will enjoy it.      
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Robin Hood, rated PG-13  
***  
This is the fifth film that Russell Crowe and Director Ridley Scott have teamed up in. Viewers who expect the 
traditional story of Robin Hood will be surprised and/or disappointed in this war/action film which is a prequel 
to the Robin Hood story we are familiar with.  
 
Robin (Crowe) has been on his own in King Richard’s (Danny Huston) army since he was six years old. Rich-
ard is on his way back to England after the Crusades when he is killed in battle. With the king dead, Robin and 
a few others who were being punished by the king (for honestly sharing their opinion), escape and head back 
toward England while the battle is still going on. They come upon a failed plot to kill the king, failed because 
the king has already been killed in battle, but his knights who always precede him are killed. Robin agrees to 
fulfill the dying wish of one of the knights – Robert Loxley – to return his sword to his father in Nottingham.  
 
As Robin returns the sword to the knight’s father, the blind Sir Walter (Max von Sydow, last seen in Shutter 
Island), he is given a proposal - to stay on in Nottingham, pretending that he is Sir Walter’s dead son. That 
would mean he would also be the (acting) husband of maid Marion (Cate Blanchett). Marion is not happy with 
the arrangement, but is respectful of her father-in-law’s wishes.    
 

After the death of Richard, the tyrant King John (Oscar Isaac) takes over. William Hurt is effective as King 
Richard’s long-time aid, but is immediately removed by John.  
 
The film includes strong war like violence (think of Braveheart), and one scene of sexual content.   
 
 

Iron Man 2, rated PG-13 
** 1/2  
Robert Downey Jr. returns as Tony Stark, billionaire inventor/hero Iron Man in this 124 minute film that felt 
too long to us (we got bored at times).   He leads a strong cast, worthy of an action adventure blockbuster fea-
turing Gwyneth Paltrow as Pepper Potts, newly appointed CEO of Stark Industries, Don Cheadle as Lt. Col. 
James “Rhodey” Rhodes, Scarlett Johansson as Natalie Rushman, Mickey Rourke as Ivan “Whiplash” Vanko, 
Samuel L. Jackson as Nick Fury, Sam Rockwell as Justin Hammer and Garry Shandling as Senator Stern.    
 
There are multiple plotlines in the film - Stern wants Stark to turn over the Iron Man technology to the govern-
ment. Hammer hires Vanko to build a superior “Iron Man” suit and defeat Stark, Stark’s arc reactor is releas-
ing toxic chemicals into his bloodstream and he is dying.  
 
The action scenes are impressive, but the scenes in-between them seemed to drag down the pace a bit. There 
was some sexual innuendo and as you would expect quite a bit of violent content. God’s name is misused sev-
eral times, but the amount of adult language in the film overall was far less than in many PG-13 films.  
 
This was an entertaining film, but for some reason, we didn’t come away thinking “Wow”!  
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Live at the Troubadour – James Taylor and Carole King (CD/DVD)  
*** 
 
In November, 1970, James Taylor, now 62, and Carole King, now 68, first played together at the Troubadour 
Club in West Hollywood, California. At that time, they were not stars. Taylor had just released his first album 
and had not yet had a hit single, and King was known as a talented songwriter, but not as a solo artist. They 
returned the following year for a two-week run with Taylor riding high with his hit “Fire and Rain” and King’s 
masterpiece Tapestry beginning its chart run that would make it one of the best-selling albums of all time.  
 

The two artists returned to play six shows over a three day period with their original band from 1971 (guitarist 
Danny Kortchmar, bassist Leland Sklar and drummer Russell Kunkel) in November 2007 to celebrate the 
Troubadour’s 50th anniversary. This CD/DVD is from those shows, and it is a stunning collection of excellent 
songs performed well by artists who truly enjoy playing together. In fact, they so enjoyed playing together that 
these shows led to the Troubadour Reunion World Tour, which will visit Chicago’s United Center on July 9 
and St. Louis’ Scottrade Center on July 10.      
 

There is really little difference between the CD and DVD, with the exception of a few comments by Taylor 
and King prior to the concert in the DVD. The collection comes with very well done liner notes, including pic-
tures of Taylor and King working together on King’s Tapestry forty years ago.  
 

Fans of both artists will enjoy the wonderful songs included here, among them King’s “It’s Too Late”, 
“Smackwater Jack”, “I Feel the Earth Move”, “So Far Away”, and Taylor’s “Carolina on My Mind”, “Sweet 
Baby James” and “You Can Close Your Eyes”. I most enjoyed the two songs that King wrote that they sang 
together “You’ve Got a Friend” and “Up on the Roof”. A friend who listened to the CD wrote me and said lis-
tening to these great songs brought tears to his eyes.    
 
 

Country Music – Willie Nelson 
*** 
 
Seventy-seven year old Willie Nelson teams up with superstar producer T Bone Burnett. Burnett, fresh off of 
his Oscar for Jeff Bridges’ excellent film “Crazy Heart”, may be today’s most sought after producer. Here, he 
surrounds Nelson with an excellent band, including guitarist Buddy Miller, mandolin player Ronnie McCoury, 
banjo picker Riley Baugus, fiddler Stuart Duncan, Russell Pahl on pedal steel guitar and Jim Lauderdale on 
harmony vocals, giving the album an early 1960’s Grand Ole Opry sound.  
 

In addition to picking the band, Burnett also picked out the 15 songs, a mixture of vintage country, blues and 
gospel standards. If I had a complaint, it would be that most of the songs were rather slow moving. My favor-
ites were the gospel songs, “ I am a Pilgrim” and “House of Gold”, and the more upbeat “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama” and “Freight Train Boogie”.  “A Satisfied Mind” and “Nobody’s Fault but Mine” were also highlights. 
Burnett chose Nelson’s first single, 1959’s “Man with the Blues” to open this fine collection.  �
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Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser, Eric 
Cowell, Krista Kuniyoshi, and Doug Michael. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to pencecoramdeo@msn.com.   
Send them for the July issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 29. 
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 Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           
   rs.revival@verizon.net 
David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 
   pastordave.Christchurch@verizon.net 
Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      
   jbmccord@gmail.com  
Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   
   duane_otto@yahoo.com 

 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Jeff Frick…………. 828-4552 
Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 
Bill Pence………… 452-5438 

Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 
John Vance……….  827-7643 

Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 
 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……   662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@verizon.net 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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