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small thought  on metaphors and 
the Garden of the Gods  

By Art Moser 
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small thought  on metaphors and the 
Garden of the Gods ~ by Art Moser 

 
A Facebook thread: 
 
Me:  Garden of the Gods in Shawnee 
National Forest in Southern Illinois is 
spectacular--one of Illinois' unex-
pected beauties. 
Son-in-law from Denver:  The gods 
have a garden in Colorado, too! They 
grow mostly big red rocks. What do 
they cultivate there? 
Me:  Mostly big gray rocks, rounder 
than the ones in CO. And surrounded 
by trees. 
 
This exchange grew out of posting a 
picture on Facebook recently after 
we had had occasion to pass through 
southern Illinois and decided to 

spend a day or two in the Shawnee National Forest.  Much of our time there was spent driving along the sce-
nic roadways, sometimes along the Ohio or the Mississippi River, sometimes through the rolling hills and rural 
regions of the countryside.  One great high point was Garden of the Gods State Park with its massive rock 
columns, deep valleys, and broad vistas. 
 
 Big gray rocks, huge rounded towers of rock, set in the middle of a forest.  A trail, paved with rock, 
leads along, among, and through the towers to magnificent vistas.  It is beautiful and majestic and extremely 
peaceful. 
 
 I thought about how God had sculpted these towers using tools like wind and rain, blowing sand and 
earthquakes, upheavals of the earth and the forest itself.  In time, the landscape took on the shapes which 
are there today. 
 
 One of the shapes has been labeled the “Devil’s Smokestack”.  Maybe that’s the one I was sitting on 
when I became aware of how warm it was that day!  Nevertheless, I was struck with the idea of how we tend 
to give names to abstract objects which remind us of concrete objects or real entities.  (In the Garden of the 
Gods in Colorado, at the top of one of the rocks, was a formation which had been labeled the “Kissing Cam-
els”.  Looked at from the right angle it was easy to see why it was so named.  The last time we were there, 
however, the same forces which formed that structure had eroded it further so that part of it fell; unfortunately, 
it no longer looks like two camels kissing.) 
 
 Perhaps God uses his own structures to remind us of his truths.  Even the Devil’s Smokestack could 
be a metaphor to remind us of the fires of hell, which in itself is a metaphor for an eternity outside of the pres-
ence of God. 
 
 For God does use metaphors to describe his truths to us.  One of Jesus’ most effective and most fre-
quently used methods of teaching was by the use of parables.  One synonym for “parable” is “metaphor”.  
The root word “para-“ denotes “along side of” just as the root “meta-“ denotes something beyond the immedi-
ate. 
 
 In I Corinthians 3, for example, Paul uses two metaphors in relation to planting the church in Corinth.  
(Even “plant” here is a metaphor!) 
 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters 

is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 
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And a few verses later: 
 I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be care-

ful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, … 

He joins together these two metaphors with the sentence, 
 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
 
 The psalms are full of metaphors; just a couple here.  
 Psalm 17: Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
      hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
 

 Psalm 18:2  The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 
                     my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 
         He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
 
 Or look at Isaiah, 40:11 
 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
 He gathers the lambs in his arms 
 and carries them close to his heart; 
 he gently leads those that have young. 
 
In Romans 1:20, Paul writes: 

 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

God’s speaks to us metaphorically through his creation, showing us his nature and character by “what has 
been made.”  Do we see his beauty in trees and flowers, his infinity in stars and clouds, his strength in the 
wind and in storms?  Do we see his majesty in a mountain, his love in a puppy, his peace in a rolling country-
side, his power in a rushing stream, his awesomeness in a bolt of lightning?  Do we see his creativity in the 
creativity of his creatures, the skill of an artist, an architect, an engineer, a physician, a farmer? 
 
 We have the great privilege of looking around us, seeing our God at work, reading the messages he 
leaves us in his creation.  Sometimes, perhaps, in this continuously connected culture, we need to disconnect 
from it and see what God in his creation is showing us of himself:  his love and power and majesty and peace 
expressed in the glories of his creation. 
 
Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  (Psalm 103:1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father… your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10) 
 
Over the past couple of years I’ve gotten into a few conversations with atheists. It’s become sort of a passing 
trend that has me preoccupied to some extent. Admittedly, each interaction was intriguing to me. And, each 
raised significant questions and personal reflection about how people who reject belief in all deities perceive 
Jesus today. 
 
What I gleaned from these interactions was that most people have chosen not to believe because of the ac-
tions of Christians they know or have seen. We can debate about why this is a misguided perception, but the 
reality is that it still exists. I know not everyone will believe in the God of the Bible, but I couldn’t help but be 
stirred by this realization. 
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At first, I felt anger towards the Church because we’ve misrepresented God and the Gospel. As a result, the 
atheists I met have chosen to reject the God of Abraham. It’s pretty easy to criticize the Church – just like it’s 
easy to criticize ‘Government’ or ‘Corporate America’ – simply because these general words/systems remove 
faces from the criticism. Without a face, criticizing a system becomes a crusade of sorts. 
 
At some point along my “holy” crusade, my mindset began to evolve when I realized the simple truth is... peo-
ple make these systems work. People, who are made in God’s image, and live as screwed-up sinners - just 
like me. 
 
Recognizing the level spiritual ground -- upon which we all reside - has given me empathy for nonbelievers as 
well as people who trust and  follow Jesus.  At the core we have chosen to trust or reject God as a result of 
our experiences and the natural human condition. A human condition that is in search of freedom from the 
pain we cause one another, intentionally or not. 
 
At the core, we’re all in need of a spiritual rescue. 
 
Could this insight, if you want to call it that, stir us to search for Jesus in the here and now? After all, shouldn’t 
we want to find and join in God’s continual work to redeem his creation through his Spirit? Shouldn’t we want 
to live inspired by a resurrected, living Messiah? Shouldn’t we want to embrace the infinite love of our Father 
and Creator? And, can’t these esoteric desires tangibly relate to our lives? 
 
Jesus is the rescuer we all need because he engaged creation with life, freedom, and hope. And, he didn’t 
just leave us alone to live a life in waiting for him to return. Rather, he sent his Spirit.  God’s breath of life has 
come, resides within us, and is working to redeem all things back to Jesus. 
 
The implications of a faith in the God of the Bible inspire a people to follow Jesus to an eternity with Him – 
rescued in Heaven; as well as an inspired life as ransomed children working to live spiritually, holy, by God’s 
grace and with his help – here and now. 
 
What could this mean for us? 
 
From my perspective, living a spiritual life frees us from pretending to have it all together. It frees us from 
thinking we have to wallow in not feeling accepted. It frees us from the perceptions of others. A spiritual life 
frees us from the constraints of “how we do church” so that we can be the Church. A spiritual life frees us 
from the pressures, rules, and concerns of the world around us so we can join God in his work to heal one 
another – Christian and non-Christian alike. 
 
Ask yourself, what endears you to Jesus? How does that bond inspire you to live – here and now? 
 
May the reality, perspectives, and experiences of others around us draw us closer to the active, loving, and 
ever-present God. 
 
May we grow to recognize our need for him, and trust him all the more as a result. 
 
May the God who sent his Son to rescue you, free you to live in tune with his Spirit. 
 
And, may we in one voice, request of our Father: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
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Stepping Out of Your Comfort Zone 
Neighborhood Block Party #12 

~ Jackie McBurney ~  
 
 I don’t know about you, but the Missions-focus Sunday in June always challenges me to “step 
outside my comfort zone.”  And I wonder - does that mean travel to hot and humid distant lands (I do 
love my air conditioning!)?  Or does it mean mingle with folks I rarely have opportunity to be with and 
get to know? 
 

 If you’ve been challenged lately about stepping outside your comfort zone, then consider vol-
unteering for the 2010 Neighborhood Block Party, August 14 , now in its twelfth year of activity. 
Christ Church folks have participated over the past nine years, both as volunteers and giving dona-
tions. 
 

 So what is it?  The idea of the Neighborhood Block Party grew out of the First Christian 
Church, downtown Bloomington at Lee and Monroe Streets, as a way to get acquainted with folks 
living in that neighborhood and the west side of Bloomington and to give some help.  The presenting 
need was for school supplies for children and families below the poverty level in the neighborhood.  
And this church thought, why not have a lot of fun at the same time.  So, they started a day of food 
and carnival-style fun activities for the family, while distributing graded school supplies to families. 
 

 The party grew and now has 12 more local churches partnering with First Christian with dona-
tions for school supplies and volunteers to cook the free food given out, distribute the school supply 
packages, and man the game booths throughout the day.  There will be a team of health services 
folks, nurses and dentists on site, as well as a variety of representatives from helping agencies to 
connect with folks.  And there’s a team to give out Bibles in both English and Spanish. 
 

 That same day, later in the afternoon, a similar event will take place at Miller Park, sponsored 
by East White Oak Church.  Both events are aimed at helping meet the needs of local children and 
families in the name of Christ.   
 

So, if stepping outside your comfort zone includes a hot August day, crowds of young people 
from a variety of races and cultures, and folks from churches other than your own, this day is a great 
opportunity for you! 
 

 Stop by the Block Party sign-up table, open on Sunday, July 11 through July 25 in the church 
vestibule, and sign up to be a volunteer or bake a cake or give a donation.  And if I’m there, I’ll tell 
you how God’s enlarged my comfort zone with the Block Party! 
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If you have a question for Pastor Bob, just send it to pencecoramdeo@msn.com.�
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1. For the Cardinal Court Students that they will find other places to live and that this will open up doors for more interaction. 

2. Individuals and families would be able to provide a welcome for new international students who will be arriving in August. 

3. Relationship building times with students during the summer. 

4. Guidance for the ITT Leadership Team as they plan for summer activities. 
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The training conference in Manhattan, KS  that John and Linda went to last month went very 
well. They were able to learn a lot about Hindu student ministry. John is continuing to study a 
book of the gospel with one of the students and following up with another person as she may 
continue to show interest. The Bergers will be attending the ISI National Conference in Denver, 
CO from June 26-30. They were recently informed that the Cardinal Court complexes on ISU 
campus will be shut down as early as Dec. 2010. This will be leaving many international stu-
dents searching for other options on living arrangements. 
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For His Glory Ministries announces their first U.S. Festivals ever, which will be held in 
Rockport, WA on Aug. 21, 2010 and the Skagit Valley festival in Mt. Vernon, WA in Aug. 
2011. In 2011 they will also be creating something new, called “Mission: Prayer” Which is 
a team of people that will give up their weekend to come to Mt. Vernon, WA and pray dur-
ing the festival. As Rob and Christian were on their mobilizing trip to Kinshasa in the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo (DRC) God opened so many doors to be able to meet and 
work with Evangelists, Campus Crusade for Christ Leaders, and leaders of churches to 
help organize and plan the future festivals. One Sunday Rob preached at 2 church plants 
in Kinshasa and nearly 70 people responded to the invitation to receive Christ as their 
savior and nearly 50 indicated they felt the Lord calling them into full-time ministry. 
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s 1. As Rob and Emily’s 2nd child is due in the first part of July please pray for the health of the baby and mother. 

2. For Christian and Rob as they raise financial support, they have decided that after Kinshasa they will not have a fall trip. 

3. That the Lord will prepare the ministry and its team members going to DRC for the trip and use them mightily. 

4. Unity among churches in the DRC as they catch the vision for the Kingdom, and hearts are prepared to hear the Gospel.  

�

Joe and Felicity were able to come and visit Christ Church on Memorial Day weekend and during 
the Foundations Class hour speak about the work God has been doing in their ministry work with 
Campus Crusade. Others were also able to meet the new addition to their family little Zoey Jane 
Congdon. At the beginning of next year Joe and Felicity will also be adding Merrimac Community 
College onto their list of campuses that they will be ministering to. As they continue to explore the 
future and where God might be leading them they are praying about possible future long term 
missions work in Japan. 
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s 1. That God will continue to lead them and give them strength in their transition into being parents. 

2. Please pray that their ministry and Campus Crusade’s Ministry will continue to grow and to stay strong. 

3. That as many of their students have gone home for the summer or graduated that they will continue to grow in Christ and 
stay strong in their faith. 
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Josh, Laura, and their family at the end of June have traveled to Oxford, England to go on an interview with 
a ministry agency over there who is looking for volunteers as they prepare to launch a new ministry program 
called “Thrive” there soon. As they were in England they were also able to meet with Laura’s sister Katie 
who lives there and Josh’s cousin Ryan from New Zealand who is studying at Oxford.  Next they will be trav-
eling to Germany to visit friends there and to also look at possible future long term missions opportunities in 
that area for their family.   
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s 1. For the InterVarsity chapter’s summer meetings that God will lead and give them a clear vision. 

2. That God will lead those he wants to become leaders in the Chapter. 

3. That God will guide them and give them discernment in the midst of exploring possible future missions opportunities. 

4. Protection for the whole family as the continue to travel. 
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Essential Truths of the Christian Faith  
 
This month we continue our study of theology by looking at saving faith from R.C. Sproul’s book “Essential 
Truths of the Christian Faith”, published by Tyndale House Publishers (reprinted with permission). You can 
find out more about the books Tyndale publishes at www.tyndale.com.   
 
Jesus once remarked that unless we have the faith of a child we will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
A childlike faith is a prerequisite for membership in God’s kingdom. There is a difference, however, between a 
childlike faith and a childish faith. The Bible calls us to be babes in evil but mature in our understanding. Sav-
ing faith is simple, but not simplistic.  
 

Since the Bible teaches that justification is by faith alone, and that faith is a necessary condition for salvation, 
it is imperative that we understand what comprises saving faith. James explains clearly what saving faith is 
not: “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save 
him?” (James 2:14). Here James distinguishes between a profession of faith and the reality of faith. Anyone 
can say that he has faith. Though we are certainly called to profess our faith, the bare profession itself saves no 
one. The Bible makes it clear that people are capable of honoring Christ with their lips while their hearts are 
far from Him. Lip service, with no manifestation of the fruit of faith, is not saving faith.  
 

James goes on to say, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17). Dead faith is 
described by James as a faith that does not profit. It is futile and vain and doesn’t justify anyone.  
 

When Luther and the Reformers declared that justification is by faith alone, they realized that it was necessary 
to give careful definition to saving faith. They defined saving faith as including necessary constituent ele-
ments. Saving faith is composed of information, intellectual assent, and personal trust.  
 

Saving faith involves content. We are not justified by believing just anything. Some have said, “It doesn’t mat-
ter what you believe as long as you are sincere.” That sentiment is radically opposed to the teaching of the Bi-
ble. The Bible teaches that it matters profoundly what we believe. Justification is not by sincerity alone. We 
may be sincerely wrong. Right doctrine, at least in the essential truths of the gospel, is a necessary ingredient 
of saving faith. We believe in the gospel, in the person and work of Christ. That is integral to saving faith. If 
our doctrine is heretical in the essentials, we will not be saved. If, for example, we say we believe in Christ but 
deny His deity, we do not possess the faith that justifies.  
 

Though it is necessary to have a correct understanding of the essential truths of the gospel in order to be saved, 
a correct understanding of them is not enough to be saved. A student can earn an A on a Christian theology 
exam, grasping the truths of Christianity, without himself affirming that they are true. Saving faith includes the 
mind’s assent to the truth of the gospel.  
 

Even if people understand the gospel and affirm or assent to its truth, they may still fall short of saving faith. 
The devil knows the gospel is true, but he hates it with every fiber of his being. There is an element of trust in 
saving faith. It involves personal reliance and dependence upon the gospel. We can believe that a chair will 
bear our weight, but we do not exhibit personal trust in the chair until we sit on it.  
 

Trust involves the will as well as the mind. To have saving faith requires that we love the truth of the gospel 
and desire to live it out. We embrace with our hearts the sweetness and loveliness of Christ.  
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Technically considered, personal trust could be made a subpoint or further delineation under intellectual as-
sent. The devil may give assent to the truth of certain facts about Jesus, but he does not assent to all of them. 
He does not assent to the loveliness or the desirability of Christ. But whether we distinguish or combine intel-
lectual assent and personal trust, the fact remains that saving faith requires what Luther called a living faith – a 
vital and personal trust in Christ as Savior and Lord.  
 
Summary:  
<�� Saving faith is childlike but not childish.�

2�� A person is not justified by a mere profession of faith.�

;�� Saving faith requires intellectual assent to the truth of the gospel.�
G�� Saving faith involves a personal trust in and love for Christ.�
�
Next month we’ll look at justification by faith.    
�
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BOOK REVIEW        
Art Moser 
 
The Hole in Our Gospel by Richard Stearns.  Thomas Nelson, 2009.  279 pages plus Study Guide and Notes. 
 
 Do not read this book if you do not want to be disturbed.  It is not a “feel good” book; it is very chal-
lenging to the way Christians in the United States function both individually and as churches.  It will challenge 
your complacency regarding the material and physical and spiritual needs of most of the people in the world 
outside the United States. 
 
 The Hole in Our Gospel was on Christianity Today’s recommended reading list for 2009.  Richard 
Stearns is the president of World Vision, one of the largest world relief organizations in the world.   The “Hole” 
is the church’s unmet responsibility to care for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed, the marginalized people 
in the world. 
 
 Stearns divides the book into five parts, each one examining some facet of “the hole”.   Besides the 
hole in our gospel, he looks at the deepening of the hole, the hole in the world, the hole in the church, and the 
means of repairing the hole. 
 
 Stearns uses stories, statistics, and arguments to make his case that the church has been and contin-
ues to be neglectful of its responsibility to ease the suffering, injustice, and inequality so prevalent in our 
world.  In a positive sense, he points out both the evangelistic advantages of the church’s proper action in this 
area and also this work of the church as advancing the kingdom of Christ here and now. 
 
 Among his stories he includes his own.  Richard Stearns grew up rather poor by general American 
standards, that poverty partially due to his parents’ problems.  Determining not to live that way himself, he 
found means to attend Cornell University and then complete graduate studies at Wharton.  His hard work and 
dedication eventually led to becoming CEO of Parker Bros., the game-making giant.  Fired from that job, he 
began working for Lenox, the fine china company.  Eventually he became CEO of Lenox.  The American 
dream had come true for him. 
 
 Along the way, through the witness and ministry of the woman who would later become his wife, he 
became a Christian.  So he had everything:  beautiful home, Jaguar, great family, secure position in the busi-
ness world and society.  In the middle of all this, he was asked to become CEO of World Vision with a much 
reduced salary, no real security, no company car and a move across the country.  He tells of his struggles 
with making this change.  His move to World Vision from Lenox could be described similarly to C. S. Lewis’ 
narration of his conversion: being dragged kicking and screaming into the kingdom of God. 
 
 But Stearns also tells stories of the people he has met in his work at World Vision.  One story: 
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 A few years ago, I spent some time with … a courageous grandmother in her seventies, 
named Finedia, in Zambia.  All of her children and grandchildren had died of AIDS—two whole 
generations—and she was left to care for her one great-grandchild, Maggie, who was seven.  
They lived in an abandoned shack with a dirt floor and a collapsing roof.  Neither owned shoes, 
and the tattered dresses they wore were the only clothes they had. 
 

 He quotes statistics such as the fact that if all American churchgoers tithed there would be an extra 
168 billion dollars available for helping people around the world.  Compare this with the 705 billion dollars 
Americans spend on entertainment and recreation.  As he says, “When our churches become spiritual spas in 
which we retreat from the world, our salt loses its saltiness, and we are no longer able to impact the culture.” 
 
 Stearns critique of the American church includes the statement that we have “reduced the gospel to a 
mere transaction involving the right beliefs rather than seeing in it the power to change the world.”  He further 
says that “the whole gospel involves more than preaching; it also means caring about the whole person and 
finding ways to meet that individual’s needs.”  Near the end of the book he asks a question:  “What gospel 
have you embraced: 

· a revolutionary gospel that is truly good news for a broken world?  or … 
· a diminished gospel—with a hole in it---that’s been reduced to a personal transaction with God, 

with little power to change anything outside your own heart?” 
 
 I think I can guarantee that you will be moved by the stories Stearns tells of the abject poverty, injus-
tice, illness, despair, and lack of opportunity that exists in much of today’s world.  I suspect you will wince at 
the comparison of the wealth of this country (every one of us is wealthy compared to 99% of the people of the 
world) with the poverty and need of most of the rest of the world.  I hope you will be moved to examine the 
gospel you have embraced and to respond to God’s call and join in the work which needs to be done to show 
the world what His kingdom looks like.  Certainly every church leader should read this book and every church 
member can benefit by it.  Strongly recommended. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Gary Ayers 
 
The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas.  Puffin Books, 1996 Abridged Edition, 396 pages  
 

I must admit I am hooked on the classics of which, “The Count of Monte Cristo” is one I would highly 
recommend. This is one of the best books I have ever read. 

The publisher’s blurb of this book says, “Young Edmond Dantes has everything to look forward to - as 
he was soon to be captain of his own ship and to marry his beloved Mercedes. But his future is cruelly 
blighted when spiteful enemies provoke his wrongful arrest and he is condemned to lifelong imprisonment. 
Dantes’ fate seems sealed.” To me this statement seemed a story of a man who against all odds would 
somehow face life.  

The publishers blurb often pulls one into the book, as it gives a brief summary what the book is about 
as those who read can attest to. This was the case for me and this book. 

Dumas points out that Dantes certainly had everything going for him, with his career, upcoming mar-
riage and people who liked him. However as innocent as Dantes was he was also naïve, which seemed to 
result in Dantes being blinded as to what true friendship really is, he seemed to assume that because people 
liked you they were your friends. However as it is proven in this book it is when trouble raises its’ head your 
friends stick by you.  

Dantes was treated harshly while in prison and just when he was about to give up another prisoner 
befriended him. At the point of this befriending Dantes’ life seems to change. 

I say Dantes life changes and that would seem to be an understatement of the facts, as it is Edmond 
Dantes who becomes the Count of Monte Cristo and becomes very rich in the process. 

The author shows, in my opinion the story of a man of faith who struggles with his faith and his own 
actions.  
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Wisdom is something all seek, Dumas seems to say that there is no wisdom apart from God, when 
one seeks to take God out of the picture things just fall apart. This it would seem is what those who falsely 
accused Dantes were guilty of and although they succeeded it was what resulted in being a short period of 
time. 

Dantes never forgot those who were truly his friends nor should we forget those who are our friends. 
My favorite statement was one The Count of Monte Cristo  made in a departing farewell, “ Live and be happy, 
beloved children of my heart, and never forget that, until the day comes when God will deign to reveal the fu-
ture to man, all human wisdom is contained in these words: Wait and Hope.” 

The author seems to say that things are not always as they may appear to be. That is why the best 
thing we can do is to wait and hope, placing our hope in God and waiting on him to carry out his purpose. 

This book is a struggle of good against evil, and in the end the good prevails. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Willie Mays: The Life, The Legend by James S. Hirsch. Authorized by Willie Mays. Scribner. 628 pages. 
2010.  
 
I first heard about this book when Mays, the Hall of Fame center fielder, was interviewed by St. Louis Cardinal 
broadcaster Mike Shannon on the Cardinals recent road trip to San Francisco. I was pleasantly surprised to 
find a copy of this well written and researched book at the local library. 
 
Mays was one of the three baseball superstars at the time I was growing up – Mays, Mickey Mantle and 
Henry Aaron. I was a Mantle fan so I didn’t pay much attention to Mays. But reading this book I now realize 
that he may have been the greatest all around player ever to play the game. He won the Rookie of the Year 
Award, two Most Valuable Player Awards, one batting title, 12 Gold Gloves, participated in 24 All Star Games, 
had 3,283 hits and 660 home runs.  
 
The book deals extensively with the racism that Mays and other African American baseball players faced as 
well as what Mays faced in the places he lived, even in San Francisco when he was a superstar and the high-
est paid player in baseball. He was harshly criticized by some African Americans such as Jackie Robinson for 
not being more outspoken during the turbulent civil rights era, but Mays shunned controversy. Hirsch writes 
that:   “Mays countered racial discrimination on his own terms in ways that he understood – as a role model 
who never drank or smoked, who avoided scandal, and who gave his time and money to children’s causes; 
as a player who excelled through discipline, preparation, and sacrifice; and as a man who brought Americans 
together through the force of his personality and his passion for the game”.  
 
Hirsch is not shy about looking at the disappointments in Mays’ life as well as his many successes. He had a 
failed marriage, before his current successful second marriage of more than 35 years, though sadly his sec-
ond wife developed dementia at only 59 years of age. He is not close to an adopted son from his first mar-
riage. He also had significant financial problems due to overspending and bad financial advice throughout his 
playing days.         
 
The book shows that Mays is a very private and sensitive man. Unfortunately, Hirsch does not discuss any 
spiritual or faith aspect of Mays life other than early on when his thirteen year old Aunt Sarah, who became 
his principal caretaker, would take him to church. There is no mention of him attending church as an adult.  
 

I had a wonderful time enjoying Mays life as I read the first half, and then finished up by listening to the audio 
book version of the book. Highly recommended.       
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
In Christ Alone – Living the Gospel-Centered Life by Sinclair Ferguson. Reformation Trust Publishing. 2007. 
243 pages.  
 
Sinclair Ferguson has been one of my favorite speakers/authors since I first saw him at the Ligonier Ministries 
National Conference years ago, where he is a perennial guest. He currently serves as the senior minister at 
First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina. The “Foreword” of the book is written by Ferguson’s 
good friend and fellow Scotsman Alistair Begg.  
 
The fifty short chapters of the book were originally articles that Ferguson wrote over the period of two decades 
for Tabletalk and Eternity magazines.  He writes that “Only through a variety of circumstances did it become 
clear that when sewn together these various pieces present a picture of the blessings of Christ”.  
The articles cover a variety of subjects – with the larger section headings being:  
 
· The Word Became Flesh 

· The Heart of the Matter 

· The Spirit of Christ 
· The Privileges of Grace 
· A Life of Wisdom 

· Faithful to the End 
 
Ferguson dedicates the book to his longtime friend and colleague Al Groves who went home to be with Christ 
as the book was coming together. The book’s concluding chapter not only refers to Groves, but contains mate-
rial written by him (a letter from him that was read at his funeral). Ferguson asks that we read the conclusion 
first. I did that, and also read it again to finish the book.  
 
Throughout, Ferguson quotes from gospel-saturated hymn writers such as Isaac Watts, John Newton, William 
Cowper, and many others.  The central theme of the book is also the book’s title and the title of one of our best 
modern day hymns – “In Christ Alone”, written by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, a hymn we sing often at 
Christ Church:  
 

In Christ Alone  
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my life, my strength my song 
This cornerstone this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm  
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My comforter, my all in all 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh  
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness  
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died  
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid  
Here in the death of Christ I live 
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There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
Up from the grave He rose again  
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ  
 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me  
From life’s first cry to final breath  
Jesus commands my destiny  
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand  
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand   

 
To conclude the book Ferguson writes:  
 
“Truly to live in Christ alone is God’s way of life for us. My prayer is that these reflections on that life may be 
a help and an encouragement to you, too, to live In Christ Alone.”     
 
You can listen to Dr. Ferguson’s weekly messages or subscribe to his podcast at www.firstprescola.com. 
 
 

 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Desire and Deceit – The Real Cost of the New Sexual Tolerance by R. Albert Mohler Jr. Multnomah Books. 
2008. 160 pages.  
 
Dr. Mohler writes that this book is his attempt to look at many of today’s most controversial and troubling is-
sues surrounding sexuality from the perspective of biblical Christianity. He covers a variety of topics including 
pornography and homosexuality and the many issues related to those topics including marriage and the family.     
 

About pornography, he writes: “The deliberate use of pornography is nothing less than the willful invitation of 
illicit lovers, objectified sex objects, and forbidden knowledge into a man’s heart, mind and soul. The damage 
to the man’s heart is beyond measure, and the cost in human misery will only be made clear on the Day of 
Judgment”. 
 

As he begins his discussion of homosexuality, he writes:  “In the end, the issues of abortion and homosexuality 
are likely to prove the most divisive issues Americans have faced since the Civil War”.  
 

In discussing the strategy of the gay movement, Mohler writes:  “The new notions of sexual identity, later sex-
ual preference, and now sexual orientation have pervasively shaped the current cultural debate. Indeed, this 
was the ideological wedge used to force the American Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality from 
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the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders in 1973. It is still the most effective tactical con-
cept employed in the debate”.  
 
Regarding the success of the movement, he writes:  “A partial explanation of the homosexual movement’s suc-
cess can be traced to the 1989 publication of After the Ball: How America Will Conquer Its Fear Hatred of 
Gays in the 90’s. Published with little fanfare, this book has become the authoritative public relations manual 
for the homosexual agenda, and its authors presented the book as a distillation of public relations advice for the 
homosexual community”.  
 
He goes on to say: “A quick review of the last fifteen years demonstrates the incredible effectiveness of this 
public relations advice. The agenda set out by Kirk and Madsen leads to nothing less than social transforma-
tion. By portraying themselves as mainstream Americans seeking nothing but liberty and self-fulfillment, ho-
mosexuals redefined the moral equation. Issues of right and wrong were isolated as outdated, repressive, and 
culturally embarrassing. Instead, the assertion of “rights” became the hallmark of the public relations strategy”.  
 
Later, he discusses how the normalization of homosexuality has destroyed the natural order of friendship 
among men.  
 
After discussing Alfred Kinsey and his contributions to the new sexual ethic, he discusses a concept that Freud 
called “polymorphous perversity”. Freud explained that what makes an infant characteristically different from 
every other stage of human life is that the child is “polymorphously perverse,” meaning that the infant is ready 
to demonstrate any kind of sexual behavior without any kind of restraint”. That is a good way to describe the 
attitude towards sexuality in our culture.  
 
Mohler asks if we can recover from the current views about sexuality. He indicates that our only hope to do so 
is based on a re-embrace of biblical truth. His final challenge to the reader is:  
 
“Let us then see this trend toward sexual anarchy answered with true resolve. Let us mount a movement, not 
consisting so much of placards, billboards, and advertising, but of couples and families, men and women who 
will not bend, will not bow, and will not surrender to the culture of polymorphous perversity”.  
 
This book tackles important issues for our day. Highly recommended.    
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
  

Religion Saves + Nine Other Misconceptions by Mark Driscoll. Crossway Books. 2009. 287 pages.  
 

Driscoll is the founding pastor and lead preaching pastor at the fast growing Mars Hill Church in Seattle. You 
can listen/watch his sermons at a number of locations including www.marshillchurch.org and his podcasts on 
iTunes. This book is based on a preaching series that was formed in a most creative manner. A section of the 
church’s website was opened for people to post any question, make a comment about posted questions and 
vote up to ten times a day for their favorite question. In the end, 893 questions were asked, 5,524 comments 
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were made, and 343,203 votes were cast. Driscoll answered the top nine questions in a sermon devoted to 
each. After the sermon was preached, he allowed those in the congregation to text him questions, which he an-
swered live. The book starts with the ninth most popular question and works up to the most popular. The nine 
questions are:  
 

Question 9: Birth Control 
There’s no doubt the Bible says children are a blessing, but the Bible doesn’t seem to address the specific topic 
of birth control. Is this a black-and-white topic, or does it fall under liberties? 
 

Question 8: Humor    
Why do you make jokes in sermons about Mormon missionaries, homosexuals, trench coat wearers, single 
men, vegans, and emo kids and then expect these groups to come to know God through those sermons?  
 

Question 7: Predestination 
Why does an all-loving, all-knowing, and all-sovereign God will into creation people He foreknows will suffer 
eternal condemnation – and the Romans 9:20 answer seems like a cop-out!  
 

Question 6: Grace 
Of all the things you teach, what parts of Christianity do you still wrestle with? What’s hardest for you to be-
lieve?   
 

Question 5: Sexual Sin 
How should Christian men and women go about breaking free from the bondage of sexual sin?  
 

Question 4: Faith and Works 
If salvation is by faith alone, then why are there so many verses that say or imply the opposite – that salvation 
is by works?  
 

Question 3: Dating  
How does a Christian date righteously, and what are the physical, emotional, and mentally connecting bounda-
ries a Christian must set while developing an intimate relationship prior to marriage?  
 

Question 2: The Emerging Church  
What can traditional or established churches learn from “emerging” churches?  
 

Question 1: The Regulative Principle 
Do you believe that the Scripture not only regulates our theology but also our methodology? In other words, do 
you believe in the regulative principle? If so, to what degree? If not, why not?  
 

Driscoll answers these questions in his typical no-nonsense, biblically correct, hip manner. You can listen to 
the original sermons that these chapters were taken from by going to www.marshillchurch.org/media/
religionsaves. 
 

Not every chapter may be relevant to each reader. I particularly was interested in his chapters on the emerging 
church and worship. Younger readers may be interested in the chapter on dating. Overall, I enjoyed the book 
as I do Driscoll’s sermons.  



�
��	�
����� ��������

��
�0��
���

LL�

)�
���
���
��
���	��������<M>H'������!
�
������
��� ��
�����	������������?���)� ����������	�4�#��4����� � ������	�

��N�
�����D0������'�.�������
�������
����?���)���� �������
��������
�����
	 ���������	
��
�������
���� �	������'��
������������$ �
�����������	
	�
������������������� �	�
���������������	�����������	����
����������
��� ����
)�������������
�������������
�	��
��
��������	�
��� ����������

�

)�
���
��������
�����������!
������ ��	������������  �
����	
��������
�������%�	O.����'��������	������	 �	����
����������
����)���#�)��������
�������������������� ��5�6���!��������+�
���B���������/���

�� �4��	���� ����
����������� �3���
�������������?��	������	��������� �����
���	�.����������4�#��4������, ��������������� 	�
�������������
�
�� �������	����������� ����
���	��� ����� �	
�������
���	
�������	���	�
���
����	��)��� �
�����
������������������
��������������������������!
���� ����������
���������������
��������
�������7�3���
� 
�������

�

)�
���
���
��5�
�������������
�����	��
������������ 
���
������������������1���	���������!
�
������
��� ��

�

�

����$�����>�����
�����

LLLL� � �

�����
����
�	���	��
���� ����$���� ��
��������-
����O�
$���+<<����������������������	� 
����������, �#�	��
��<F�
��������	���	�����	�������������������������	������ ������������
����������������
�����������
��������� �����
��
�!����)�������������������������	�����
����
������� �/��	��
	������������
��������6��	��+)���/����,���� ����
������
����
� ���	����
���������������������������� �������������'!���������������������������
�������� �
����
+)
��#��������4�88��
������� �-���0
���������?����� �����/��	 �E�������/���
�����?�����������/��	 �.��� ��������
�������
���.���
� �.����0��8��
���������/���,������ �������
���������
���4�������������������������	��� ����

�����������
��+��	�6��	� �����1�
�������,���	����
 �
���	�����	��������3�����
	��	�������������������� ���

������
�	��������������������������������	������4� ��������������� ���
��������	�������+B�	�4�����,��6 ��	��
	����'����
��������	������:������
�������
�	��
���� ��
�������#�	���4�����
���������������������������� ���������
�����������������6�����������
����	���	������������ �����������J���+?
������J�����,���	�4��

��+.�	
�4� ��
���,���

�

)�
��
������
�����
�������������!������������������ 
�����������
���������
���������������
������
����� ������!����
�����	������	����� ����$���� ����
�����	�	�������
������� ���	������
�����!����� �	���J�����$����������	����
��
����
����	���������������

�*(���(*#%+,�
----�.�* *(%�#%+�
---��������
--�������%*���
-��������()��/������%�/�

�

�	�� 
����� �������� ���� ������ ��� �� �

���� ��� �������� �� ����
����� �	�� 
������� ���� ���������� �	�� ���
� ���� ������ �	�� ��������
�
������ ��� �	�� ���
� ���� �������� ��� ��������� ��� �	�� �
�
��� ��� ���������� ���
������ ���� �������������� ��� �
���� ����
����� � � � � � �������
����
������������ �������� �� 
������
 ���� ������
���������������
 ������
��������������������������������
����!������ ������

�

���������	��
������� �



�
��	�
����� ��������

?��"�������5�������
��&��7>�

LLL�

)�
��
���������������������������!
� ��
���
���
��� �	

������������	��$��
�������
������	������
���)�� ����
���
��	���������-
�8 �
�����
�����������
�	�	���� ������ ���������������J
������������
���#������J���������	 �J�����
�
���/�
�����
���J������'����������� ����
��'������ ������+0���?
����,�
������!���������������
������
� ��������
�
����)�����!������� ���	�
��	
�������%������+P
��� �-�!
�, �
�����!
���	������?
��������������	�
�	��� 	�
������

�������������	�!
����������
��������	��������-
�8' ������������+.����/�!���,�
���
�
�������/�
��'����� �������
��
���������������!��������������
�������#���
�������� 
�������������������
���?
���������������	��������� �����
���
�
� �
������� �������������������������	��'�������� ��	������	 �����	��
	����������
����
� ������������ 
�������
����
�����������

)�����
��������	�������������
����
���
�� �
����	
� �������
��������%�	'���������!������
��� �
�������� 
�
���� �
�����$�������������)����� ��� ���
����	

�������������!
�������
�������
����)�
�� �������
��'�� +�������1�!������
�
�
������	����'�����!�������	�
	���������������$���� ���

)����
��������������������
���
��?������������ �3�� 
� ����
����
� �#����
� �.���
�����	�J������� ����
 ��
�����
�����
�������1���	����������� �������
��
���������� �������� @3��
� ����+��#�/,��1�
�����"�	
����<������A���
��
 �#B�

�

?���
�������
��&��7>�

LL�Q��

)�
���
���������#������J����������3������ �����
��� �����������
������/��������.���+J�����
���/�
��,�
� �B
�� �
������ ����������
�������1�
���	�����
�����!����
�� ��
�����������������������������
����	����	�
������ 
���
��
��	��)����5�
�����	�!������������
����
���
���.� ����!
������
	��������3��������������	�����������
! 
����/��
������������������
�������������������
�

�����������	������������������ �����������
!
���
�� ��
��

����	�3�����������������
�������
��
�	��)��� �����
����� ���	�3������������
���������������
���������� ��6����3�����������
!���������������������
�������� ��
��
��	�
����+?���
��?���,���
�����������5�
�������
�

����!������	�
�����������1���	���
���
������������� �����������������
���
������������
�����
�
�������� ��	�
�����
��
��
�
������	�������
�
�����������������%�<;��
�� �� ��������������	
�������$��
�
����$���
����9�������� �������	 �
%�	'������������
���	���������	����������������
��� �����
����������������$�������������	������	�	����� ��
����!����
����	�	�
�������
�����

�

�:��9�,����

��
�$
��
���� �2��������$!
��������
��&��

LL�Q��

)�
���
���
���
�������
�	�F=��������	���������	�.�� ������3����� ������	�
��%�!
��?�����	��3����������� �
��
�
������GC�����������������������/�������-���
��+.� �����������
���,����������������������
������ ���	� ��
��
���	�����.��������	�!����
����������
����
���
���-� ��
����	��
����������
��	��?������	�#�
������

)����������������������
����
����
���
����
�������� ��
��
���������������������?���4������+0�
����%�
�� ����, �
)���� ����
�������������
������������	
���������-�� �
������	��
������������� ���	�B
�� �����������
��� ����

)�
��
���������������
��������
����	��������������� �������
�!
������
�������������	����
��	����������� �
������	
	�
��!��������������
�������������������7������������ �������������
����������������������������� �
��
�� �������	���


��	�����#���������� ����
��
�����
�����1��������
 �� �
����'�����������
���
�����!���������������
��� ���������
���
��
����
����	�	�������



�

Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Art Moser, Nick Georgas, Jackie McBurney, 
Eric Cowell, Gary Ayers and Doug Michael. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the August issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, July 27. 
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 Pastors: 

Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           
   rs.revival@verizon.net 
David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 
   pastordave.Christchurch@verizon.net 
Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      
   jbmccord@gmail.com  
Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   
   duane_otto@yahoo.com 

 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Jeff Frick…………. 828-4552 
Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 
Bill Pence………… 452-5438 

Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 
John Vance……….  827-7643 

Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 
 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……   662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@verizon.net 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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