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small thought  about influence 

Art Moser 
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 The beginning of a new year is often looked at as 
a time for new beginnings and starting fresh with 
new goals. Many make “New Year’s Resolutions” 
to lose weight, exercise more, get a better work/
life balance, get more sleep, eat better, read more 

books, take a class, spend more time with family and in general aim to make 
improvements in their lives. One of the things you might want to consider is to 
begin a Bible reading plan. There are many good plans available. I use the read-
ing program included in Table Talk magazine published by R.C. Sproul and Li-
gonier Ministries. To find out more about Table Talk go to www.ligonier.org/
tabletalk 
Other things you may want to consider doing in 2012 are:  
 

· Join a K-Group at church 
· Join a Men’s or Women’s Bible Study group at church 
· Volunteer your talents to a particular ministry at the church 
· Join Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) 
 

As 2011 wrapped up, you probably saw a number of “Best” lists for the year. In 
our February issue we’ll publish our annual Editor’s Picks. In addition, this year 
we would like to ask you to send in your favorites from the past year. Just send 
them to bntpence@msn.com by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, January 31 to be included 
in the first annual “Reader’s Choice Awards”. 
   
May 2012 be a year in which you get to know Jesus better and grow closer to 
Him as you live all of life Coram Deo, in the presence of and before the face of 
God.  Soli Deo Gloria!   
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Pastor Duane Otto 
 

Duane is the Founder and President of Ithaka Fellowship:  The Agrarian Centre for Chris-
tian Growth and Study and serves Christ Church as Pastor at-Large.  He and his wife, 
Julie, live on a farm outside of Gridley with their six children. 
 

 
Imagination. According to a good dictionary, it is the capacity of the mind to form images, ideas, or concepts 
not present to the senses and organize them into a coherent and meaningful whole. This is the broad definition. 
From here it can be split into two types: common and creative, both of which are used extensively throughout 
the Bible, particularly the Wisdom Literature. 
 
Common imagination is a skill often used for ordinary tasks. We find it always at work in the book of Prov-
erbs. What is the ill effect of a lazy man? What is the outcome of a calming word? What flies away like an ea-
gle toward heaven? What are the ways of a man greedy for gain? What is sweeter than honey? Without the 
specificity of doctrine or creeds, the Old Testament Sages were always flexing their imaginations, using com-
mon metaphors and experiences to expose the next generation to the subtle mysteries of God. 
 
Creative imagination has a way of penetrating the veil of divine mystery even further, making this particular 
dimension more essential for the maturation of the soul. According to Professor Perdue, its power lies in, “The 
ability of one’s mind to look beyond the status quo of this present world in order to shape a new reality that 
provides a context for faithful living.” Wendell Berry defines it as, “The power…to see things in their eternal 
aspect…to know the timeless as it moves through time, the eternal presence that is both in and outside time 
and that comprehends the things we know and remember.” In other words, creative imagination is more 
“sapiential” in nature. By “wisely” synthesizing the details of God’s Word with the extraordinary graces of 
God as they are presented in creation, one is able to see beyond metaphor and beyond the common categories 
of integrated wholes. Simply put, one is able to see more of the Kingdom. 
 
Presently, we live in an age that prefers to define the mystery of God with systematic or creedal language. Ob-
viously, the prophetic message includes the benefits of formulaic decrees, but the Prophets also understood the 
value of another type of language, one just as important. They knew how to express what they believed about 
God, Man, and the Created World through imagination. They were gifted storytellers, poets, and thinkers, al-
ways crafting a nuanced poem or minting a pithy proverb in order to address ambiguity and instill within the 
heart of God’s people a vision of the good life (Jeremiah 6:16) – a relational vision of reality shaped by King-
dom categories and expectations, not worldly standards and comforts.  
 
Wisdom is still calling, still inviting us to take up the path she offers. In a few 
months Michael Card, an internationally known musician and author, will be with 
us to shed more light on this wisdom tradition as it is depicted in the Gospels. I 
hope you will come. It is my prayer that we all will desire to see more of the Time-
less, as it moves through time, in the year 2012.  
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ITHAKA FELLOWSHIP 
 

THE AGRARIAN CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH & STUDY 
 

Strengthening the Interrelationship between Christ, Man, & the Created World 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENT & NEWS  
 
 
Friday Night Lecture, January 27, 2012 - 7:00 p.m. 
 
A Critique of the New Agrarian Movement with Some Practical 
Implications for the Church - Since the founding of the move-
ment, New Agrarianism has sought a way to reconcile modernity 
and tradition, progress and human nature, soul and body. At its 
core is the desire to reform home-life, shelter rural-life, and liter-
ally build culture from the ground up. Presently, the movement is 
thriving in the social margins of our day. But is this about to 
change? What role is it playing in the church? In social policy? Is 
Agrarianism biblical? Such questions, and many more, will be 
addressed at our next Friday Night Event. Coffee and dessert starts 
at 6:30 PM.  
 
Speaker: Pastor Duane Otto 
Event: Ithaka Fellowship Friday Night Lecture 
Place: Otto Home, Gridley, Illinois 
More Information: www.IthakaFellowship.org 
 
 
Ithaka's Lyceum* is Almost Constructed 
As a ministry, we exist primarily for one purpose, and that is to strengthen the interrelationship between Christ, Man, and 
the Created World. As we see it, this task is multi-faceted. In order to reflect a biblical or authentic human life (especially 
in our fragmented culture) we must not only teach what we know to be true, but we must also demonstrate a material 
result. Our new Lyceum will help us make this connection with hands-on-seminars and weekend retreats. 
 
*Lyceum is a Latin word, from Greek Lukeion, long used to describe places focusing on the interplay between growth 
and study. 
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small thought  about influence 
Art Moser 
 
 We stood at the balcony rail of the atrium area in the Riverplex, a Peoria 
Park District fitness center of which we are members.  We looked down at the 
gathering of some thirty young teens and pre-teens in green sweat shirts begin-
ning to form themselves into rows.  To their left were several musical instrumen-
talists.  Gradually they quieted down. 
 
 Suddenly, a booming voice called out, “What is your name?” 
  
 The group echoed back equally loudly, “The ELITE, sir!” 
  
 They continued with a series of questions and answers, each answer ending with “Sir!”  One of the 
questions was, “What is respect?”  The answer:  “Respect is a two way street, from me to you and from you 
to me, sir!” 
 
 The series ended with a repeat of the first question and answer. 
 
 So began the Christmas program presented by The ELITE.  What followed was a series of Christmas 
carols (mostly standard ones like “Joy to the World”) sung in black church style.  In addition, several dance 
groups performed, one doing an interpretive dance of “O, Holy Night”, one doing a ballet piece from The Nut-
cracker (with the help of three basketball players!)  At the end they sang “Silent Night”, “Oh Happy Day, When 
Jesus Washed My Sins Away”, and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.  It was obvious the kids were having 
a blast and the audience enjoyed it tremendously. 
 
 Who are The ELITE?  They are a group of at-risk youth who are part of the Peoria Park District youth 
program organized by that program’s director, Carl Cannon.  This particular segment was composed of stu-
dents primarily from Trewyn School with dancers from Roosevelt Magnet School and basketball players from 
Manual Academy, all schools on Peoria’s South Side.  They were African-American, Caucasian, and His-
panic.  Mr. Cannon’s office had been at the Riverplex, but this year, in a cooperative move between the Park 
District and the Peoria Public Schools, it was moved to Trewyn School so that the ELITE program could be 
instituted school-wide as a pilot program. 
 
 The ELITE program was the outgrowth of an incident which happened several years ago at Holy Fam-
ily Catholic Church, not far from us.  The church sponsors a neighborhood, family-oriented carnival each 
summer.  One year, a large group of teen-agers, mostly not from that area, invaded the carnival and several 
fights broke out.  As part of his job, Mr. Cannon initiated a program working with at-risk teens.  He named 
them The ELITE. 
 
 The next summer at the Holy Family Heritage Days the ELITE were at the entrance to the grounds.  
They had a posted list of behavioral expectations, including a dress code.  They met every teenager at the 
gate, discussed with them what was expected of them, and monitored the grounds.  The carnival was re-
stored to a neighborhood, family-friendly event. 
 
 Their influence has grown.  Last year, the ELITE were present at the March Madness events at the 
Civic Center, the Fourth of July celebration at the Riverfront, the Heart of Illinois Fair, and other events.  Their 
presence has eliminated much if not all of unacceptable teen-age behavior at these events.  The ELITE are 
engaged in other activities as well. 
 
 The booming voice belonged to Carl Cannon.  He is a large, very well built African-American who has 
been a Marine and a prison guard.  As he described it, he once worked to keep inmates in prison and is now 
working to keep youth out of prison.  He is very effective. 
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 While his office was at the Riverplex, I had the opportunity to meet Mr. Cannon and have several con-
versations with him.  I am deeply impressed not only with his character and his vision, but also with the fact 
that he is a devout Christian.  In his job, he brings to bear his Christian convictions in ways which are not in-
trusive but very effective.  Of course, he cannot evangelize or proselytize, but in what he does he brings great 
benefit to a segment of that population in our society which is and has been deprived of much of the guidance 
and instruction which makes for developing a good citizen.  He therefore benefits society as a whole and par-
ticularly the city of Peoria.  We all benefit from Carl Cannon’s efforts. 
 
 In my mind, Mr. Cannon exemplifies what Christians in all types of work can do.  He does his work 
creatively in such a way as to demonstrate the values and principles of the Kingdom of God as exemplified in 
the life of Jesus.  We are not all going to be influencing at-risk teens.  But we can think creatively about the 
way in which we function, whether at home, in the neighborhood, at work, or wherever we have influence.  
Then we can live in such a way that the Kingdom of God is displayed in our lives.  We can bring benefit to our 
work place, to our neighborhood, even to society at large.  In so doing, we may draw attention to the values of 
God’s Kingdom. 
 
 It may even put us into the position described by Peter:  “…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…” 
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· Assist the Deacons with the setup of the sanctuary on Thursday night and then again when the con-
ference ends on Saturday afternoon.   

· Assist with the coordination of the snacks/beverage service throughout the weekend.   
· Bake cookies, etc. for the breaks and Saturday morning breakfast.   
· Assist with the sound and lighting for the conference and concert.  
· Serve as greeters when our guests arrive Friday night, Saturday morning and Sunday evening.  
· Work the merchandise table.  
· Assist with unloading/loading of the musical equipment.  
· Serve as ushers for the conference and concert.  
· Help coordinate a Friday luncheon at the church with area pastors.  
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·  Denise Sproul, the wife of Dr. R.C. Sproul Jr., died on Sunday, December 18 after a lengthy battle with 

cancer. Denise leaves behind eight children. You can listen to Dr. R.C. Sproul Sr’s message from her me-
morial service at http://www.ligonier.org/blog/denise-sproul-memorial-message/ 

 

· Now Available: John Piper's Seminar on Corporate Worship 
Martin Luther says, “The worship of God . . . should be free at table, in private rooms, downstairs, upstairs, 
at home, abroad, in all places, by all people, at all times...”  (What Luther Says, [St. Louis: Concordia, 
1959], 1546) 
The worship of God is not isolated to a Sunday morning gathering. It's for all of life. And at the same time, 
there is uniqueness to the event of corporate worship. Meeting with the church in praise and prayer is a 
means of grace to which we should avail ourselves. We should maximize its meaning. 
This is the subject of John Piper's seminar on corporate worship recently held in November. The seminar is 
divided into three sessions, plus an hour of Q&A with Pastor John and Bob Kaufin. 
Stream or download the seminar along with the Q & A at http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-
library/topic-index/corporate-worship.  Get the free Study Guide (PDF) for this seminar at 
http://cdn.desiringgod.org/pdf/dvd_studyguides/SGGGW.pdf 

 

Recommended Resources 
 

· My Utmost for His Highest: An Updated Edition in Today’s Language by Oswald Chambers. Audiobook 
read by Michael Card 
Oswald Chambers, a Scotsman who converted to Christianity in his teens under the ministry of Charles 
Spurgeon, wrote My Utmost for His Highest in 1935. This classic contains 365 daily readings that take 
doctrine and make it practical, realistic, and personal.     
Michael Card narrates this bestselling devotional book of all time, and the combination of the text and 
Card’s reading is a joy. This production has an entry for each day of the year and is easy to follow. Card 
delivers the right amount of emotion and conviction to each devotion. At the beginning Card tells of his 
attraction to this book and his purpose in narrating the production. The wisdom of Chambers and the clar-
ity of Cards narration make this an excellent resource for anyone wishing to listen to inspirational and chal-
lenging devotions.  

 
Promising Books Scheduled for 2012 Release  
 

· On March 3, Michael Card will release his new book Mark: The Gospel of Passion.  
  

"Follow Me," Jesus told them, "and I will make you into fishers of men!"   Immediately they left their nets 
and followed Him. --Mark 1:17-18.  
 

 The Gospel of Mark is a book of action and passion. Events happen one after another, with a vivid sense 
of immediacy and urgency. Jesus’ emotions come through strongly--at times he is angry and distressed, 
other times filled with compassion. In this volume, Michael Card provides a lively tour of the Gospel of 
Mark. As a friend and interpreter of Simon Peter, Mark gives firsthand glimpses of the life and ministry of 
Jesus in vibrant and energetic narration. The first Gospel to be written, Mark is a "pamphlet for hard 
times," encouraging Christians that all their sufferings were already endured by Jesus. Accompany Mark 
on his journey with Jesus. The more clearly you see Jesus here, the greater your passion will be for him. 
 
On the same date will be the release of Michael’s new album Mark: The Heartfelt Fervor of Jesus.  
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· Tullian Tchividjian’s next book will be based on his recent sermon series on the book of Job and will be 
on how suffering makes you free.  

 
· Kevin DeYoung wrote recently in his DeYoung, Restless, and Reformed blog that he had asked several 

publishers to highlight upcoming books that might appeal to the readers of this blog. He then chose three 
books from each of their recommendations (and a few houses didn’t respond). Below are a few of the 
books he listed, which look to be some very promising selections. The write up for each book comes from 
the publisher. 

R. Albert Mohler, Jr.  The Conviction to Lead: 25 Principles for Leadership That Matters (Fall 2012). Cul-
tures and organizations do not change without strong leadership. While many leadership books focus on man-
agement or administration, the central focus of The Conviction to Lead is on changing minds. Using his own 
experiences and examples from history, Dr. Mohler demonstrates that real leadership is a transferring of con-
viction to others, affecting their actions, motivations, intuition, and commitment. This practical guide walks 
the reader through what a leader needs to know, do, and be in order to affect change. 
Matt Chandler, with Jared C. Wilson. The Explicit Gospel (April 2012). Few pastors are more gifted than 
Matt Chandler at reaching both the “overchurched” & the “unchurched” with the gospel. In this, his first book, 
Chandler insists that we make the gospel—in both its micro and macro aspects—explicit in all that we do. 
R.C. Sproul. The Work of Christ: What the Events of Jesus’ Life Mean for You (Summer 2012). In The Work 
of Christ, Sproul looks at every aspect of Jesus’ life and work, addressing such life-changing topics as: Why 
Jesus’ baptism is relevant for our salvation; The similarities and differences between the temptation of the first 
Adam and the temptation of Jesus, the “second Adam”; How God uses song to celebrate his redemptive acts; 
Why the Last Supper marks the beginning of a greater exodus than that of the Old Testament; How Jesus’ 
death and resurrection are grounded in the eternal covenant among the persons of the Trinity; Why Jesus’ as-
cension makes a difference in our lives today; and what we know and don’t know about Jesus’ return.  
James McDonald. Vertical Church: What Every Heart Longs For. What Every Church Can Be (Summer 
2012). Church is about God: God’s glory, God’s Son, God’s Word, God’s presence. End of discussion. Verti-
cal Church is about a total shift in our thinking. This is where honoring God and adoring His Son and pro-
claiming His Word and seeking His face are the total focus. Vertical Church is about challenging people, invit-
ing them to something harder, calling them to something deeper, discovering something far better and more 
authentic. It’s a bold call to pastors, church leaders, and motivated disciples to fully embrace the truth that the 
church is first and last about the glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
John MacArthur.  Twelve Unlikely Heroes: How God Commissioned Unexpected People in the Bible and 
What He Wants to Do with You (August 7, 2012). In the third installment of the Twelve series, readers dis-
cover that true success is measured in terms of obedience, humility, and faithfulness to God. In Twelve 
Unlikely Heroes readers gain new insights into the kind of people God uses, and what it means to be success-
ful in his eyes. It highlights this wonderful mystery: that God uses weak, foolish, and broken people to show-
case his power, wisdom, and love. He works through those who are humble, contrite, and eager to obey. By 
God’s grace and for his glory, ordinary sinners are unexpectedly transformed into heroes of the faith. 

 
· Dr. Don Kistler of Northampton Press reports that the following titles are ready to print in the year to 

come. All are dependent on having the funds to do so.  
 

"The Natural Man’s Condition," by Christopher Love, Dr. Kistler’s favorite Puritan. This book is an ex-
position of Ephesians 2:12, and shows us what we are outside of Christ.  
"A Treatise on Self-Denial," by Thomas Manton. In our self-indulgent age, the notion of self-denial seems 
totally foreign. But Jesus said that it was part of following Him to do so. 
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"The Safety of Appearing on the Day of Judgment in the Righteousness of Christ," by Solomon Stoddard. 
This is a masterpiece on the importance of imputed righteousness by the grandfather of Jonathan Edwards.  
"Moses’s Choice," by Jeremiah Burroughs. This is a massive (700 pages) treatment of Hebrews 11:24-
25: “Moses chose to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season.” Dr. Kistler writes that ‘it is the finest work on suffering I’ve come across in all my years of read-
ing and studying the Puritans.’  
 
There are several books on which Dr. Kistler is currently working, including another volume of sermons 
by Jonathan Edwards, several of which have never been published before.  
For more information about Northampton Press, including how you can support the work of Dr. Kistler in 
publishing these good books, go to www.donkistler.org and www.northamptonpress.org �

�

�

�

Pastor Bob: My hope is in the Lord, the Maker and Redeemer of all things. I hope in the Lord, first, for the 
well-being of Christ Church in three ways: that Christ will heal, restore, and fill us inwardly with His loving 
Holy Spirit, gather in new believers, orphans, and families of like heart-extending her reach locally and inter-
nationally. For example, I hope in the Lord for the Swiger family to complete the adoption process. I hope in 
the Lord that the church’s financial debt will be substantially eliminated this year and next. I hope in the Lord 
that she stewards her people and spiritual gifts with greater wisdom and peace. For example, I hope in the Lord 
for the other pastors by taking a more involved role in their lives, and letting them into mine, for the sake of a 
better combined effort over all. 

Coram Deo: What are your personal goals for the year?  

Pastor Bob: As for my personal goals, secondly, I hope in the Lord for myself and others in some ways too 
personal in nature or uninteresting for the Coram Deo readership. I may share, however, that I hope for out-
pourings of the Holy Spirit wherever I serve – here or far away. I hope in the Lord to faithfully preach through 
the Bible -“the whole counsel of God”- in season and out until my race is complete; to faithfully pray for peo-
ple in the spiritual disciplines of solitude (Word and prayer). 
 
Although it is hard to know my schedule beyond September, I hope in the Lord regarding a mission trip in 
January to the Dominican Republic; to speak on preaching at a homiletics conference in February; to preach at 
a conference in London in April; to produce a book on the promised Holy Spirit with Dr. Michael Haykin 
(Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) and others; to teach Mission Perspectives in Peoria & Bloomington 
in February; to sharpen “the blade” on sabbatical (June-August); to teach a Fall semester course on leadership 
development at Urbana Theological Seminary; and to preach at Christ Church through another book or two of 
the Bible.  
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Essential Truths of the Christian Faith  
�����������$�������������������/�����������/�:/���� "����
��������:<���������
���:��
���
����������#-�- �(�����)��:��"� ���������	

���
�	��	�
�	�
�������	����
 =���:�������:/��/��
���*�����	�:��������0���������� $��������������4-�
����������������������������
���������������������� ������������������
����������:�
������������'���)�� (�����-�&������
�����*��/�
����������:��
������������������
��
������
�������� ���
"�����
���:��$����>�����
���*���������-������
� ��������>��������
��������$����������
����?���$
/-��
����?����������=���$�������������������$����������� ���'���)��(�����@������?���������
��:�������������� ���������������������/�

������������
��-�&���
���������/�:����
����������� ����������:��$����	������
������
���#��
���
������� ��=����$
��
����
��
��
�
��������������
��������
������������#�����
�����A�' �����=��
�����
���B$������A��
����������������
���� �����������-��
����#��
���
����������������
���������������������� �
���:��
���
����-� 
����������������� ���
�����
�������������%
���
����
8
�����
"�����
���:/�$�����������:��
���������������� 
�/�������������:��
��
���$������
����������������: ��
�����������:��/�
���
:��������������-�����������
�������������:��
��
��� $�����C��:�������������
:�����
���-�!���#��
���
��� �����:���������
��
�8
�����������������������������"���"��:��
��
���$���= ���������"��:��
��
���$���=����-=����/�:����������
 ���
��������
���:��������
������-��
����������
����������
������?��������
��$��"��$���� �������
:�����������������/�������������-���������� ��
����=����������������=�
��
������/��:<����0�����/4�����
��������� ���������	 
��� ��������� -����� ���������	 ����������������������=����D�����=E����
������-�
���������	 �����������������$
��=��C����
�=��������
��� ���������� ����
���:<���-�&����������������?�
����������
���:< ����������=�����=�
�����=�
����
���-��
 �������������������$
��
�$
/��
�������
�
:������
� ��������:��$����
���:<����
�������
��������-�����
" �����=������C
����=�
�8
$
/���
��:����������:��
����
�������
������������:� ����
���
"�����-� �����������������
���������:��
�� ���������������
�������

������������
�������������$�������?�����
����
���- ��
���������������
���������
���:��
���
����-��������� ��������:��
��
���$������
���������������:��
������ �����:��/�
���:��������
������-�%�
�$����=�����
������������:��
��
���$���� ���
��-����������=��������%
���$���
���������:��
�� ���������:��/�
���
:���������������$�����������
������������:��/�
���: ����=�
�������
������������:��
��
���$����$�������� �����:��
�������:��
��

���$���-��
!�������������
�����
"�����
��=�$���
���������:��
� ���
�������
������������:��
��
���$���-������������ ��
�����
"�����
��=�$��
�
���������:��
�������������)��:��/�
���:�����$���� ����
������������:��
��
���$���-����� 		
%����������
�����
����������������/���������������
 ���:��
���
�����$
������������������������������
�� �
��������>����-�!��/�

���:�����:����������������
���/����>����=��������* �������/-�(���������%
����������:�
���������������� ��
�����������$�����
������
�
�������=�����?����������=���$��
���������
���
��� �����>�����0:��/�
���:����4�:��
���������
��������
 ���
�������
�������@�
������$������:�������������=����:������?�
��/������ �������/$����=����
��
����:�����������/=��������
�� �/-� ����������
���
�����
���>��������:������
�����������$�����$�������?����� ����������
���������������
���
����-�!����'������
� ��#��
���
��������
�
�������
��������������
���������������0$��������� ��
�������
����:�������������������4���������
����� ������$�������������
��
�
����������
���������
���
����=������������
��/��� �
��F��=��
��:����������
���������
��������
���
��� ����
�������-��
!�������
�����
���������=���������
���������������� 
���������������
����:���������������
���
�����$
�� �����
��
�����
������������
�������������
�������0�-
-�56G4=�$�����
����������
 �������$���
���������������=����
��
���������=�
��� ���������������
�$
/�
�����
:��$���������C����=����������=����
�
����=��������� ���=����
	������	���������	���	���	�����������	 (�������
�����
���������������#�8
�������=���
���:��
���
������
���������
����������� ��������/-��
(���
�/.��

G-� 
�����������������	 ��
�����
�������������%
��=�����:��
��
���$����
��� ���
�������/���
��������������:��/�
���:�����
���������=�$�����������
���
����������������������: ��:��
��
���$���-��

7-� ���������	 �������������������������
������=�$����� ���������	 �����������������$
���/��������
:���?�
������-��
1-� ��
���:��
���
�������?��������������$����������� �����
���
���������������$�����������
����:�������� ����������*���:��/�


���:��������:��
���������
��������
���
�������
��� ����-�
5-� �
�������<����� 	��
���:��
���
�����
��
�����
���������������������� ���
������-������

H�C��������$�)������"�
������(
::
��-�



�
��	�
����� ������
�

��
�
BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
Bonhoeffer:  Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy; A Righteous Gentile vs. The Third Reich, by Eric Metaxas.  Tho-
mas Nelson, 2010.  560 pages including a Forward by Timothy Keller and a Prologue by the author, plus Af-
terword (sic):  The One Thing I Regret About My Book, Notes, Bibliography, About the Author, Epilogue and 
Errata, Index, and Reading Group Guide.  (E-book edition) 
 
  Eric Metaxas has written a powerful biography of one of the most interesting persons in recent history, 
Lutheran Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Born in 1906, Bonhoeffer and his twin sister, Sabine, were numbers six 
and seven of the eight children of Karl and Paula Bonhoeffer, all born in the city of Breslau, Germany where 
Karl held the chair in  psychiatry and neurology at the university and was director of a hospital.  With such a 
background, it would be expected that Dietrich would grow up in a household with an emphasis on academ-
ics, clear thinking, and high expectations.  Metaxas gives extensive background information about the family 
which helps to understand not only family dynamics but much of the motivation and character development of 
Dietrich. 
 
 Dietrich lost a brother in World War I.  The end of the war brought home to the Bonhoeffer family the 
turmoil of the Treaty of Versailles.  In 1920, Dietrich, now fourteen, decided to become a theologian, not a 
profession of which his father approved.  But Karl Bonhoeffer was a very liberal man and accepted the fact, 
giving his son support and encouragement. 
 
 Metaxas continues through Bonhoeffer’s education, vital family life, and exposure to the political ideas 
rampant in the Weimar Republic.  From the very beginning, he opposed Hitler and his National Socialism.  In 
his educational and professional life, he continually spoke against Hitler and the Nazis.  He was a very per-
ceptive individual, often seeing what his colleagues missed, particularly the inevitable conflict between Na-
zism and the Church.  He was an ecumenicist in the best understanding of that term, recognizing the polariz-
ing effect of nationalizing the common faith of Christians, producing a Reichskirche (State Church) separated 
from Christian groups in other countries.  Instead, he worked for a church separate from the State.  This put 
him at odds with many of his own colleagues and certainly at odds with the growing nationalism in Germany. 
 
 It is impossible here to summarize Bonhoeffer’s life.  Metaxas’ biography is quite complete and very 
well researched.  He quotes extensively from Bonhoeffer’s writings including his own journal, essays, letters, 
and other miscellaneous sources.  This makes the volume come alive for from Bonhoeffer’s own words one 
can develop a clear understanding of his unique character and the depth of his faith and of his understanding 
of Christianity.  One sees how he was called to the ministry, his views of the Church of Jesus Christ and of his 
own church, his love of truth and hatred of evil, his call to martyrdom and his willingness to suffer.  You may 
not agree with all the stands he took (I don’t), but you will understand why he did what he did, and it will be 
hard to fault him for it.  As Metaxas writes of him, “He could appreciate the value in something, even if he ulti-
mately rejected that something—and could see the errors and flaws in something, even if he ultimately ac-
cepted that something.” 
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 Why should you read the book?  Here are several things I found very helpful. 
 
 I lived through the rise of Hitler in Germany and through World War II.  As a young person, I read the 
newspapers, listened to the radio, read William Shirer’s Berlin Diary, and occasionally watched the newsreels 
in theaters.  (Remember, no TV at that time.)  Yet this book revealed to me many, many things which were 
going on in Germany of which we were not aware at the time, nor had I previously learned of them until now.  
If you have any interest at all in the history of that era, this book would be a good source of information. 
 
 Bonhoeffer was disturbed by the shallowness of spiritual life in the German church.  But he found that 
same shallowness in American churches when he spent time in the States.  The only exception to that came 
with his visit to an African-American church in New York City.  He took a recording of their music back with 
him to demonstrate fervor in worship.  He saw that the obedient Christian life “was God’s call to be fully hu-
man, to live as human beings obedient to the one who had made us, which was the fulfillment of our destiny.  
It was not a cramped, compromised, circumspect life, but a life lived in a kind of wild, joyful, full-throated free-
dom—that was what it was to obey God.” 
 
 Bonhoeffer felt that the role of the church was not to be a part of the nation or the culture, but “to be a 
prophetic voice in the midst of the world.”  One of his French theologian friends phrased it, “Do we believe in 
the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, or do we believe in the eternal mission of France?  One 
can’t be a Christian and a nationalist at the same time.” 
 
 He had much to say about the church.  “Where a people prays, there is the church, and where the 
church is, there is never loneliness.”  In reference to preaching, he believed that “a sermon was nothing less 
than the very word of God, a place where God would speak to his people.”  For him, “the challenge was to 
deliver the Word of God as purely as possible, without feeling the need to help it along or to dress it up.” 
 
 Bonhoeffer was actually part of an underground movement whose purpose was the assassination of 
Hitler.  On April 5, 1944 Bonhoeffer was arrested by the Gestapo and sent to Tegel prison.  He ended up hav-
ing a lot of freedom there.  But on July 20, an attempt was made on Hitler’s life and failed.  Things took a turn 
for the worse and Bonhoeffer was eventually transferred to Buchenwald, one of the Nazi “centers of death.”  
On April 9, 1945, two weeks before Buchenwald was liberated by Allied soldiers, he was hanged. 
 
 Metaxas writes, “Bonhoeffer thought it the plain duty of the Christian—and the privilege and honor—to 
suffer with those who suffered.  He knew that it was a privilege to be allowed by God to partake of the suffer-
ings of the Jews who had died in this place before him.” 
 
 It would be well worth your time to read this account of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life.  He was a remark-
able man, fully human and not without error, but an inspiration to holy and sacrificial living. 
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BOOK REVIEW  
Gary Ayers 
 
“Texas- Volume 2” by James A. Michener.  Publisher: Random House – New York,         
Published: 1985, 564 pages .  Genre: Historical Fiction Novel 
 
 

The publisher’s blurb states “In this magnificent historical novel, James A. Michener skillfully 
combines fact and fiction to present our riches, most expansive and most diversified state. This is a history full of vio-
lence and conflict, political chicanery and wheeling and dealing, but also patriotism and statesmanship, of growth and 
development –the rise of cotton production and cattle ranching, the discovery of oil, the phenomenal expansion of indus-
try.  

 

I found it exciting and informative as to how Texas became unique among our states.  The author interweaves the 
history with very descriptive phrases which hold one’s interest. His description of the temperature in Texas during a hot 
summer was “Heat lay over the city like an oppressive blanket which intercepted oxygen and brought blazing discom-
fort.” Personally having been in Houston on a very hot July day I found his description to be spot on. 

 

Michener does not sugar coat the bad parts of Texas history such as the heavy involvement of the Ku Klux clan 
which was very prevalent at one point in time nor the treacherous treatment that the Indians did to their captives. To me 
this was disturbing as to how far mankind is willing to go in destroying one another. 

 

As previously mentioned the rise of cotton production and cattle ranching are covered including the necessity of irri-
gation for the cotton due the aridness of the Texas climate. The ingenuity of how the lack of water for the cotton was 
handled was intriguing since several wells had to be put in and done so at a very high cost and then redone years later 
due to the fall of water in an aquifer. The rise of cattle ranching covered both the Longhorns as well as other cattle being 
imported to Texas. The end of the book has an auction in which Longhorns were auctioned at astounding prices.  This 
novel also covered several people falling in love with each other 
and then getting married along with one major divorce in which the 
parties involved had gotten married for all the wrong reasons. The 
author shows throughout this book how much greed influences 
people’s decisions and how that same greed inevitably serves as a 
destructive measure to what one does and how one treats others. 

 

In our society we often hear the age old saying “the rich get 
richer”. The author seems to show part of the reason for this hap-
pening is because of the risks that some are willing to take in-
creases their wealth. However though one may become rich 
through taking risks it is pointed out clearly that taking risks to in-
crease one’s wealth while gigging others is most definitely the 
wrong thing to do and the result of doing so results in not only the 
loss of friends and the distancing of family members, but ultimately 
can result in the loss of one’s life. 

 

Along with wealth goes the responsibility the one who has the 
wealth has to society as a whole. The book climaxes with this point 
as one of the wealthiest men in Texas was confronted after he had 
made billions of dollars to leave something that would benefit soci-
ety when he died.  Michener’s work in this book exhibited his writ-
ing style has a way with words that holds one’s interest and makes 
the read very enjoyable. 

 

With the New Year fast approaching this book helps to remind 
me, although the author does not mention it, that courage is often 
needed and that courage to take one’s next step can only come 
from the Lord. To me the author not mentioning this fact is a disap-
pointment as he states several times how much religion was a vital 
part of the Texas culture and society. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence�
�
Jesus + Nothing = Everything by Tullian Tchividjian. Crossway Books. 220 pages. 2011.  
 
I first heard of Tullian Tchividjian from Jan, a fellow student in a Covenant Seminary January term class a few 
years ago. At that time, Tchividjian, now 39, who is a grandson of Billy Graham and was named after the third 
century theologian Tertullian, was the pastor of New City Presbyterian Church, an Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church he founded in 2003. Jan told me that Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, formerly led by the late D. 
James Kennedy, had twice approached Tchividjian (her pastor) to come to Coral Ridge as their new senior 
pastor. Tchividjian had turned them down both times, but a third attempt led to the two churches merging into 
a new Coral Ridge.  
 

No church merger is going to go perfectly, and the New City/Coral Ridge merger turned out to be quite 
bumpy. Tchividjian was overwhelmingly elected by a congregational vote on March 15, 2009, becoming only 
the second senior pastor of the 50-year-old church, after Kennedy. After taking over, Tchividjian instituted 
many changes – a more contemporary worship style than Kennedy, wearing a suit and tie rather than the 
vestments that Kennedy wore and not emphasizing politics in his sermons as Kennedy had done were a few 
of the changes.  

Several longtime members, including a daughter of D. James Kennedy, opposed the changes, culminating in 
dissidents turning in almost 400 petitions calling for his ouster. That led on September 20 to a congregational 
vote on whether to keep or fire Tchividjian.  The vote of the now 2,000 plus congregation, was overwhelm-
ingly in favor of retaining Tchividjian. In response, more than 400 members, including a large part of the mu-
sic ministry, broke off to form The New Presbyterian Church.  Sadly, when I saw Jan in a January, 2011 
course at Covenant, she indicated that she had left Coral Ridge, though she was not attending The New 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

At the same time that Tchividjian was going through the turmoil at church, his father was dying of cancer. In 
this most difficult time in his life, on a much needed vacation, his Bible reading plan led him to the book of Co-
lossians. This book, based on his preaching series of the same name, is the result.     
There is so much I want to share from this book, that I will provide several short quotations from the book as 
an extended overview of the book:  
 
· Early in this letter, Paul mentions “the word of the truth, the gospel,” and he then adds this: “which has 

come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among 
you” (1:6). He’s speaking to Christians, and he tells them the gospel is not only fruitful and growing around 
the world, but in them as well. It was these verses, specifically, that first convinced me long ago that the 
gospel is not just for non-Christians. It’s bigger than that; it’s for Christians, too. The gospel represents 
both the nature of Christian growth and the basis for it. 

 
· The hard work of Christian growth, therefore, is to think less of ourselves and our performance and more 

of Jesus and his performance for us. 
 
· As we better grasp the gospel of grace, we come to see that Jesus came not as an angry tyrant to strip 

away our freedom but as an affectionate friend and deliverer to strip away our slavery to lesser things, so 
that we might become truly free. We learn from the gospel that being a slave to Christ is the essence of 
freedom, while being abandoned to self (which is what our culture is constantly pushing) is the essence of 
slavery. 

 
· The gospel is the only thing that can crush our legalistic tendencies and break their chains, since the gos-

pel keeps returning our focus not on what we must achieve but on what Christ has already finished. 
 
· C. S. Lewis observed that what most distinguishes the gospel from legalism is that legalism says God will 

love us if we are good, while the gospel tells us God will make us good because he loves us. That’s a big 
difference—and getting your heart and mind around it will change your life. 
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· Legalism keeps insisting that Christianity is all about how we perform for God; the gospel keeps proclaim-
ing that Christianity, ever and always, is all about how God in Christ performs for us. When we transfer 
trust from self-performance to Christ and his performance, we finally leap out from under the burden of 
having to measure up on our own. 

 
· Martin Luther noted that “the sin underneath all our sins is the lie of the serpent that we cannot trust the 

love and grace of Christ and that we must take matters into our own hands.” 
 
· Whether it’s an Old Testament ritual or some sort of pagan self-help program, if the focus is on what you 

must do instead of what Jesus has already done, it’s anti-gospel. 
 
· Perhaps the biggest difference between the practical effect of sin and the practical effect of the gospel is 

that sin turns us inward and the gospel turns us outward. The gospel causes us to look up and out, away 
from ourselves. It turns our gaze upward to God and outward to others, both to those inside the church 
and to those outside it. The gospel causes us to love God and to love others, which of course is how Je-
sus summed up the entirety of the law. 

 
· My greatest need and yours is to look at Christ more than we look at ourselves. The gospel empowers us 

to escape our predicament of being curved in on ourselves. 
 
· Tragically, moralism is what people most outside the church think we’re talking about when we say gospel 

or Christianity. That’s what enters their minds. Most people inside the church give most people outside the 
church the impression that Christianity is all about observing certain codes of behavior and abstaining 
from others. It’s all about rules and standards and good behavior and cleaning up your act. We’re really 
good at communicating that to the world. The only way we’ll be able to reach people for Christ is to differ-
entiate legalism from the gospel. 

 
· We have to show them that the gospel is radically different. We need to somehow make it clear that Jesus 

came first not to make bad people good, but to make dead people alive; that the primary goal of the gos-
pel is to bring about mortal resurrection, not moral reformation. Christianity is not the move from vice to 
virtue, but rather the move from virtue to grace. We need to demonstrate and articulate this difference. We 
need to be able to distinguish between religion (all about my need to do) and the gospel (all about what 
Jesus has done). 

 
· But I like how one pastor expressed it: “The determining factor in my relationship to God is not my past or 

my present, but Christ’s past and his present.” What an incredibly liberating perspective. 
 
· Among many other things, this means that God’s acceptance of us cannot be gained by our successes 

nor forfeited by our failures. It means that our standing with God does not depend on our obedience but 
on Christ’s obedience for us. That’s the good news; the gospel says it’s not what you must do, but what 
Jesus already did on behalf of sinners. Our standing with God is not based on our ongoing struggle for 
Jesus but on Jesus' finished struggle for us. 

 
· It’s always the gospel of God’s free grace that should motivate our right doing; otherwise we’re nothing 

better than Pharisees, making sure we’re keeping all the rules, mainly because when we do, we feel bet-
ter about ourselves—especially when we compare ourselves to those who aren’t doing right. 

 
· You’ll never find an obligation that isn’t closely associated, in its context, with a gospel declaration. The 

Bible never starts with what we need to do; it always begins with what God has already done. To get it the 
other way around makes Christianity just another self-help program, just another curriculum of self-
improvement. 

 
· Most of us become guilty of this Christless Christianity because we look at the Bible and we see all of the 

imperatives without first being washed by the indicatives. We spend more time asking what would Jesus 
do instead of what did Jesus do. We have to keep reminding ourselves of the difference between moral-
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ism and the gospel. We have to keep remembering that the reason Christ came was first of all not to 
make bad people good but to make dead people alive. 

 
· One of the reasons we experience so much failure in the Christian life is that we think more about obliga-

tions then we do gospel declarations. We focus on the imperatives, but we pass over the indicatives. We 
fail in our doing because we fail to grasp first what Christ has already done. This leaves us powerless—
running on our own steam. Only when you realize that the gospel has nothing to do with your obedience 
but with Christ’s obedience for you, will you start to obey. The only Christians who end up getting better 
are those who realize that if they don’t get better, God will love them anyway. 

 
· The gospel, in other words, doesn’t just rescue us from the past and for the future; it also rescues us in 

the present—from our fears, from our insecurities, from our lust, from our greed, from our selfishness, 
from our pride, and more. 

 
· When I came to see that Christian growth doesn’t happen by working hard to get something you don’t 

have, but rather it happens by working hard to live in the reality of what you already have, this gospel in-
sight radically transformed my life. 

 
· The gospel forced me to reconsider the typical way we think about Christian growth. It forced me to re-

think spiritual measurements and maturity; what it means to change, develop, grow; what the pursuit of 
holiness and the practice of godliness really entails. 

 
· I think of it this way: the hard work of Christian growth consists primarily in being daily grasped by the fact 

that God’s love for us isn’t conditioned by anything we do or don’t do. Sanctification is the hard work of 
giving up our efforts at self-justification. 

 
· The key to Christian growth, then, is not first behaving better; it’s believing better—believing more deeply 

what Jesus has already accomplished. 
 
· Our main problem in the Christian life is not that we don’t try hard enough to be good, but that we haven’t 

believed the gospel and received its finished reality into all parts of our life. 
 
· In short, I spend way too much time thinking about me and what I need to do and far too little time thinking 

about Jesus and what he’s already done. 
 
· What you’ll discover is that once the gospel frees you from having to do anything for Jesus, you’ll want to 

do everything for Jesus, so that “whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,” you’ll do it all to the glory 
of God. 

 
· Again (I can’t stress this enough), it’s so important to understand that Christianity is not first about our get-

ting better, our obedience, our behavior, and our daily victory over remaining sin—as important as all 
these are. It’s first about Jesus! It’s about his person and substitutionary work—his incarnation, life, death, 
resurrection, ascension, session, and promised return. 

 
· Our greatest need is to look at Christ more than we look at ourselves, because the gospel is not our work 

for Jesus, but Jesus’s work for us. 
 
· Please tell me again and again that God doesn’t love me more when I obey or less when I disobey. Know-

ing this actually enlarges my heart for God and therefore shrinks my hunger for sin. So don’t let me forget 
it. My life depends on it! 

 
· The only way to deal with remaining sin long-term is to develop a distaste for it in light of the glorious ac-

ceptance, security, and forgiveness we already possess in Christ. I need to be reminded of this all the 
time, every day. Because the fact is, guilt doesn’t produce holiness; grace does. 
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· The bottom line is this, Christian: because of Christ’s work on your behalf, God doesn’t dwell on your sin 
the way you do. So, relax, and rejoice, and you’ll actually start to get better. The irony, of course, is that 
it’s only when we stop obsessing over our own need to be holy and focus instead on the beauty of Christ’s 
holiness that we actually become more holy! 

 
· The gospel’s secret of maturity is this: we become more spiritually mature when we focus less on what we 

need to do for God and focus more on all that God has already done for us. 
· We actually perform better in life as we grow in understanding that our relationship with God is based on 

Christ’s performance for us, not on our performance for him. 
 
· The way God grows us, develops us, and matures us is by reminding us of what he has already done for 

us in Christ. 
 
· Finally, one of the indicators that we’re firmly on the path of Christian growth—one of the marks of a truly 

maturing Christian—is that we begin to love the things God loves, and to want the things God wants, and 
to hate the things God hates. 

 
· Jesus has perfectly fulfilled the law of God on our behalf so that now our standing with God, our relation-

ship with God, is based first not on our obedience but on Christ’s obedience. Paul finds hope in Jesus—
and so must we. 

 
· The irony of gospel-based sanctification is that those who end up obeying more are those who increas-

ingly realize that their standing with God is not based on their obedience but on Christ’s. 
 
· The gospel of amazing grace gets us in, keeps us in, and will eventually get us to the finish line. It’s all of 

grace! 
 
· Jesus became nothing so that we might have everything. So we’ll join the angelic throng in his praise, 

“saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!’” (Rev. 5:12). 

 
· As I’ve said before, I once assumed (along with the vast majority of professing Christians) that the gospel 

was simply what non-Christians must believe in order to be saved, while afterward we advance to deeper 
theological waters. But I’ve come to realize that once God rescues 
sinners, his plan isn’t to steer them beyond the gospel but to move 
them more deeply into it. The gospel, in other words, isn’t just the 
power of God to save you; it’s the power of God to grow you once 
you’re saved. 

 
Tchividjian ends the book with a list of books that he says will help us 
move in the right direction toward a better, more biblical understanding of 
the gospel and how to preach it to ourselves every day.   
  
Throughout the book Tchividjian, like he does in his sermons, quotes 
liberally from theologians he appreciates such as Charles Spurgeon, Mi-
chael Horton, C.S. Lewis, John Bunyan and Sinclair Ferguson. Go to 
http://www.crossway.org/group/jesusplusnothing to view brief videos that 
coincide with each chapter of the book. Each video is under five minutes 
long and designed to supplement group discussion or individual reflec-
tion.  
 
You can listen to Tchividjian’s weekly sermons at http://www.crpc.org/
media, or you can subscribe to the Coral Ridge podcast in iTunes.   
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The Adventures of Tintin, rated PG 
*** 
 
In other parts of the world, the graphic novels of Belgian artist Hergé are as well known as Popeye or Super-
man in the United States. Director Steven Spielberg was supposedly inspired by the Tintin books when he was 
making his Indiana Jones films, and according to film critic Roger Ebert, Spielberg received Herge’s blessing 
to interpret his work before the latter’s death in 1983.   
As the animated film opens, we see Tintin, the boy journalist (voiced by Jamie Bell) and his trusty dog Snowy 
at an outdoor market. Tintin sees a model ship (the Unicorn) and negotiates the sale with the owner. As soon 
as he purchases it, Sakharine (voiced by Daniel Craig) comes up and offers to buy it from him, but Tintin 
wants to keep it. Little does he know that the model ship contains something that Sakharine very much wants. 
Eventually, this leads Tintin and Snowy on an adventure that will take them around the world.  
Along the way we meet Thompson and Thompson (voiced by Simon Pegg and Nick Frost), two bumbling in-
spectors who search throughout the film for a pickpocket artist that Snowy finds in the first scene of the film. 
We also meet the drunken captain Haddock (voiced by Andy Serkis). 
The film, loosely based on parts of three different Tintin stories, plays somewhat like an animated Indiana 
Jones film. The animation is the best we’ve seen, similar to (but much better) than in The Polar Express. There 
is humor and a lot of action, and two minor profanities. I would have preferred a bit less action and more de-
velopment of the Tintin character, as we don’t get to know much about him. Overall, this is one of the better 
animated features we have seen and it would be enjoyed by all ages.  
 
 
Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol, rated PG-13    
**** 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this film from beginning to end. Starring Tom Cruise as Ethan Hunt, it features incredible 
stunts, topped by Hunt trying to climb up the world’s tallest building (the Burj Khalifa in Dubai) using special 
gloves that attach to the glass surface. This takes place more than 100 stories in the air with a major dust storm 
approaching the city. Wow!  

The film starts with Hunt being broken out of a Russian prison and doesn’t slow down for more than two 
hours. We saw the film on the Mega Screen at the Wehrenberg Theatre and I’d recommend seeing it on that 
screen or the IMAX at the Rave Theatre in Peoria. This is one of those films that is just made for a large 
screen.  
    Hunt’s team includes Benji (Simon Pegg) as the computer genius, Jane (Paula Patton) who excels in a scene 
in which Anil Kapoor thinks he’s about to seduce her at a Mumbai party, and Brandt (Jeremy Renner), for-
merly an analyst for the IMF secretary (Tom Wilkinson).   
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The plot revolves around trying to stop the evil Russian Hendricks (Michael Nygvist) who wants to start a nu-
clear war and is in possession of Russian nuclear codes.   

The film is directed by Brad Bird, who in the past has directed animated films such as Ratatouille and The In-
credibles.  It includes incredible stunts and a good deal of violence. It also includes about a half dozen abuses 
of God’s name. On the other hand, for a PG-13 film, the film contains almost no adult language or sexuality. If 
you are looking for a fast-paced thriller, you won’t do better than this film, which is one of my favorites of 
2011.     
 
 
Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows, rated PG-13 
*** ½  
�
This is a follow-up to 2009’s successful Sherlock Holmes, also directed by Guy Ritchie and starring Robert 
Downey Jr. as Sherlock Holmes and Jude Law at Dr. John Watson. The new film is set in the 1890’s in Victo-
rian London and also takes us to Paris and Switzerland.   
The film opens with a string of terrorist bombings as Europe is on the brink of war. Holmes suspects that 
mathematics professor James Moriarty (Jared Harris) is the mastermind behind all of this. Holmes love interest 
Irene Adler (Rachel McAdams) goes missing early in the film after an encounter with Moriarty. Holmes 
scenes alone with Moriarty are some of the best in the film.  
Watson on the other hand is ready to be finished with his activities with Holmes. He is getting married to Mary 
(Kelly Reilly), much to Holmes chagrin. But Holmes will find a way to pull him back in for one last adventure. 
Well, maybe “one last adventure”. We can assume that if the new movie makes a lot of money (and it will) 
that we will see a third Sherlock Holmes film sometime in the future.  
The film does a good job of putting us in the 1890’s period, through the sets and costumes. I enjoyed Ritchie’s 
special effects and camera work, with some particularly interesting work during a chase scene in a forest. I en-
joyed Holmes many disguises and also how the film brought out his visually checking out a scene before tak-
ing action.    
Stephen Fry stars as Holmes brother Mycroft, with one scene in particular that was both funny and gross (he is 
overweight and nude as he talks to Mary Watson, though the camera fortunately spares us from seeing too 
much).      
Noomi Rapace, a Swedish actress, who played the lead in the original “Girl with the Dragon Tattoo” films, 
stars as Madame Simza Heron, and joins Holmes and Watson in their plot to take down Moriarty.   
Though the film does not include any adult language that you wouldn’t hear on network television, there is a 
significant amount of violence in the film.  
�
 
The Descendants, rated R 
**** 
 
This film, based on Kaui Hart Hemmings’ 2007 novel and set in Hawaii, stars George Clooney as Matt King in 
an Oscar worthy performance.  As the film opens, we meet King in the hospital room of his wife Liz, who has 
been in a coma for 23 days following a speedboat accident. Matt has come to the realization that he has de-
voted too much time to his job and not been the best husband. He begs her to wake up so that they can work on 
their marriage.  
 
Matt also admits that he was the backup parent, the understudy, and as a result doesn’t have a clue on how to 
care for his 10-year old daughter Scottie (Amara Miller) or foul-mouthed teenage daughter Alexandra 
(Shailene Woodley), who is not the best role model for young Scottie. But try he must.  
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As Elizabeth lies in the hospital, Alexandra breaks the news to her father that her Mom has been having an af-
fair, which Matt has confirmed by Liz’s best friend. That leads Matt on a sometimes humorous effort to try to 
find out who this man is. Alexandra helps him with this.  
 

As Matt and his daughters deal with Liz’s situation, Alexandra invites friend Sid, played by Nick Krause to 
accompany them. Sid adds a humorous element to the film, but there is also a depth to his character, as we 
later find out that he too has recently experienced a loss in his life.    
  
Robert Forster stars as Liz’s father (Mr. Thorson) and the husband of a wife suffering from Alzheimer’s. Matt 
shows remarkable (and appropriate) restraint with Thorson, considering the circumstances.  
 

In a second plotline, Matt is a descendant of one of Hawaii’s early land-owning families. Law indicates that 
the family has seven years to sell the beautiful land, which will make the family members extremely wealthy. 
Matt, who works in land management, holds the controlling share of the estate. As the family reviews bids 
from developers to build a hotel and golf course on the land, a family vote is quickly coming up.  Beau Bridges 
stars as Cousin Hugh, and he leads a group that recommends the land be sold to one of the developers.  
        

The film is written and directed by Alexander Payne (Sideways and About Schmidt), and contains a significant 
amount of adult language and abuses of God’s name, which is unfortunate and not necessary.    
 

Although the film includes some humor to help with the serious themes involved, it is not a comedy, though 
the previews may lead you to believe that it is. The film deals with serious life and death, marriage, parenting 
and family issues.  We could have wished that during such difficult circumstances, the family members would 
turn to God, but we don’t see that.  But we do get an honest look at Matt and his daughters dealing with these 
extremely difficult issues and getting closer as a result.  
 

Recommended, with reservations due to the offensive language. 
(Note from Mrs. E:  I would only give this movie 2 3/4 stars.  My favorite characters were Scottie and Sid.)   

 
Arthur Christmas, rated PG 
*** 1/2  
 
In this animated feature, the annual delivery of gifts to children around the world is not accomplished via 
Santa’s sled pulled by reindeer. Instead, led by Santa’s son and heir apparent Steve (voiced by Hugh Laurie), 
Santa (voiced by Jim Broadbent) and his elves deliver the gifts via a red spaceship (think of the Starship Enter-
prise from Star Trek), while Steve monitors everything from a Mission Control-like setup at the North Pole. 
Everything is well organized, and there are contingency plans in place should a child wake up while the elves 
are delivering gifts.  

Santa himself has become little more than a figure head. Steve actually is responsible for making Christmas 
happen. He anxiously waits for his father to officially turn Santa responsibilities over to him and retire with his 
father Grandsanta (voiced by Bill Nighy).   

Santa’s other son is Arthur (voiced by James McAvoy). He is clumsy and works in an isolated office far away 
from the action, hand-writing responses to letters children have sent to Santa. Arthur adores his father, saying 
“He’s the greatest man ever”.  

All is going fine and Steve receives congratulations for another well-run gift distribution. That is until during 
the clean-up a single undelivered gift is found. To Steve and Santa, it’s no big deal – it’s just one gift. But to 
Arthur it’s inconceivable that a child will wake up without a gift, and thus lose faith in Santa. But what can 
Arthur do about it? Time is short.  

We found this to be a delightful film. The animation is good, it is humorous and it has good messages, primar-
ily from simple and clumsy Arthur. Of course Christians are not serious about “losing faith in Santa”. This is 
just a nice feel-good Christmas film that the entire family can enjoy.           
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March 1 –  Michael W. Smith will be in concert at 7:00 pm at the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Decatur.  

March 10 –  Needtobreathe will bring The Reckoning Tour to the Pageant in St. Louis for an 8:00 pm con-
cert.     

March 18 –  the 2012 Winter Jam Tour comes to the Peoria Civic Center for a 6:00 pm show. Among the 
artists scheduled to perform are Skillet, Peter Furler (former lead singer of the Newsboys), 
Newsong, Sanctus Real and Building 429. Tickets are only sold at the door and are just $10.  

March 25 –  Michael Card will be in concert at Christ Church!!  

March 29 –  Michael Card joins Steve Green, Twila Paris and Wayne Watson for the Christian Classic Tour 
at the Virginia Theatre in Champaign.  

March 31 –  the 2012 Winter Jam Tour comes to the University of Illinois Assembly Hall for a 6:00 pm 
show. Among the artists scheduled to perform are Skillet, Peter Furler (former lead singer of 
the Newsboys), Newsong, Sanctus Real and Building 429. Tickets are only sold at the door 
and are just $10.   

May 4-5 –  the annual Agape Music Festival will be held in Greenville on the Bond Country Fairgrounds.  

 July 2-7 –  the annual Cornerstone Festival will be held in Bushnell.   

July 21-22 –  Ignite Fest will be held at the Schaumburg Baseball Stadium. Among the artists that will be 
performing are Toby Mac, Lecrae, Casting Crowns, Mercy Me, Jeremy Camp and Family 
Force Five. �
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@frontier.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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�Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   rs.revival@frontier.com 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   jbmccord@gmail.com  

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Don Lusk…………..663-9131  
Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 

Bill Pence………… 452-5438 
Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 

Dustin Webb……….287-1147  
Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 

 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 
Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 

Dave Helling……..  862-3510 
Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 

Roy Lyons…………533-4635  
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……    662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Duane, Art Moser,      
Michael Card, Gary Ayers, Bob Mathes and Doug Michael. 

 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the February issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, January 31. 
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