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small thought  concerning the 
days of our lives by Art Moser 
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Revival: Simplicity and Theology Reunited 
 
Simplicity. Theology.  On the surface the two seem like strange bedfellows, almost 
adversarial in their constitutional makeup. Yet, when one examines them closely, 
and ponders the essence of each, one finds they are nothing less than kindred spirits. 
 
The first signifies a quality of life, a life far from simple. It is a heart that warmly 
embraces the kindness of God, as it is found in creation, in the common, in the eve-
ryday moments of our humanity. It is the enjoyment of what is given, that which 
sustains life, without the craving for that which one does not have. The latter represents joyful knowledge of 
the Giver, the value of knowing and loving the Divine, the humble submission of the creature before the Crea-
tor, not simply the complex defined. 
 
Is simplicity one of the defining features of your life? Perhaps one of the most crippling beliefs in the Christian 
church is the idea that you can “know” the fullness of God without simplicity. The lust for affluence, the crav-
ing for noise, the tyranny of the urgent, secret hoarding we call prudence, infatuation with Gadgetry Fair, busy-
ness – all of this and more, is an expression of our wayward confusion. 
 
True devotion is the marriage of simplicity and theology. Meeting God in the deepest places of our hearts will 
create an outward re-formation that reflects this sacred union. Why? A heart fundamentally transformed by the 
gospel gives birth to a weightier kind of existence. The common, not just the special graces of Christ, enrap-
ture the soul. The ordinary becomes grounds for celebration. Things like shared meals, good food, story tell-
ing, praise before bedtime, children, corporate worship, soil, lilies in a field, true friendship are appreciated 
and sought after because we can relate them all to the value of knowing God. They are from Him. They are 
good gifts. And more than anything else, they provoke an internal longing of sorts for the eternal – for in each, 
the presence of God’s Kingdom is both revealed and reflected. 

�����������	
���
Pastor Duane Otto 
 

Duane is the Founder and President of Ithaka Fellowship:  The Agrarian Centre for Christian Growth and Study 
and serves Christ Church as Pastor at-Large.  He and his wife, Julie, live on a farm outside of Gridley with their 
six children. 
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small thought  concerning the days of our lives 
Art Moser 
 
 Recently on a Sunday morning we sang: 
  “For every day I have on earth 
  Is given by the King.” 
 
 That triggered some thoughts in my head.  God has given me over 
31,450 days on earth.  What have I learned in that time? 
 
 Not only every day, but every minute, every second, every nanosecond 
he sustains me.  Without his continual presence I would cease to exist.  So what 
do I do with these days and with his sustaining presence? 
 
 The first and most important activity is to learn to know God.  Of course, the Bible is the primary 
source of that knowledge, but he is also seen in his creation and in my experiences.  Becoming aware of his 
continual presence in my life and in my environment, I recognize his character and understand him better.  
The more I do this, the more the various aspects of my life come together; the more sense it all makes.  The 
result is a life that is less fragmented and more peaceful. 
 
 The observations which follow are not an exhaustive list nor are they in any particular order. 
 
 To live out these days on earth, God has provided me with a body.  A fallen one, for sure, but it’s the 
only one I have.  To make the best use of these days, there is a responsibility to care for my body.  At my age 
now, that consists of eating the proper food, getting the appropriate exercise, resting and sleeping as neces-
sary, and not taking unnecessary risks.   Like most guys, when I was younger I did take risks; I am now pay-
ing in pain for some of those past events. 
 
 During the week between Christmas and New Years, three-fourths of our family were at our house 
although not all at one time, except briefly.  Conversations and activities spread across age and gender lines; 
there were no arguments, just a lot of fun.  And some serious discussions, too (politics was excluded, but not 
theology).   It takes a lot of work over the years to develop a harmonious family, but it is well worth it.  There is 
no substitute. 
  
 God has created a marvelous world and filled it with marvelous creatures.  He gave his highest crea-
ture, made in his image, dominion over this creation, in some sense.  Therefore, it was important for me to 
know about what he has given me.  It is impossible to ever learn so much that there is no more to learn.  In 
spite of how boring school may seem sometimes, it is always exciting to study and learn so as to better un-
derstand God’s creation.  I am still learning. 
 
 For the past 57 years or more I have been convinced that God called me to be a teacher.  He has 
worked that out in my life as a 38 year career supplemented by teaching in church, in Bible studies, mentoring 
young men, and in other ways.  Teaching is work, hard work, sometimes intense work.  But I have loved it, at 
least most of the time.  (You can exclude grading papers or determining semester grades or sitting on com-
mittees.)  But because God called me to teaching and equipped me for it, by his grace it has been a reasona-
bly successful career. 
 
 Early in life I learned that I couldn’t have everything I wanted.  We were a very poor family and simply 
could not afford many of the things a young boy desired.   I learned to live without them.  This attitude has fol-
lowed me into adulthood, sometimes giving me undue reluctance to purchase something which could be very 
helpful.  (Ask my wife!)  But it has the advantage, too, of not needing to immediately run out and buy the latest 
gadget or tool or style.  There is a lot less worthless “stuff” lying around the house as a result, although there 
is more than there needs to be as it is.  Moderation is a virtue; it can keep you from addiction.  
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 Over the years I have taken different views on many subjects.  In some areas I have clung tenaciously 
to certain perspectives on disputed subjects, only to find myself some years later taking very different, even 
opposing perspectives on those same subjects.  This has been true of many topics from eschatology to evo-
lution.  Two lessons have emerged from this.  First, I don’t know everything yet and still have much to learn, 
and second, I need to be tolerant of other persons’ viewpoints; I may differ from them today and agree with 
them tomorrow. 
 
 My children have taught me that tolerance is especially important in matters of church.  We have four 
children and ten grandchildren.  They attend churches of at least seven different Christian groups or denomi-
nations which range from Southern Baptist to Russian Orthodox.  They are all redeemed Christians, living out 
their faith in the context of their particular beliefs.  We all accept each other without discrimination even 
though we are clearly aware that we differ in the nature of our beliefs at certain points.  This attitude I try to 
transfer to all my Christian friends no matter what their denomination so long as it is clearly Christian.  Even if 
that is doubtful, tolerance is still essential.  And tolerance of my non-Christian friends is especially important. 
 
 There is a lot to learn in life.  Take advantage of the days you have, days “given by the King.”  Live for 
maturity as one who has “their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil.” (Hebrews 5:14) 
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Ever since reading Scotty Smith’s 2001 book Objects of His Affection, I 
have wanted to take one of his courses at Covenant Seminary. Scotty’s 
transparent and vulnerable manner of writing and preaching instantly drew 
me to him. In mid-January I finally got to cross that goal off of my “bucket list”. “Disciplines of Grace” (think 
spiritual formation) was a wonderful course. I’ve taken the below information from the course syllabus just to 
give you a flavor of what the week on campus in St. Louis was like:  
The “What” of the Course 
· A four-day immersion in the treasures and implications of the gospel of God’s grace—part “retreat,” part 

lecture, part doxological dialogue. Engage. Come prepared.    
· An interactive conversation about current models and means of “gospel-driven” spiritual formation and 

discipleship.  
· Reflections on communicating and applying the gospel in our poly-cultural postmodern world. Learning to 

tell your story of gospel transformation and to find your place in God’s story.  
 

Scotty will be retiring from his position of senior/founding pastor at Christ Community Church (PCA) in 
Franklin, Tennessee on June 1. He has just started his final preaching series for the church after serving there  
for 26 years. You can listen to or download those sermons at http://www.christcommunity.org/WorshipStudy/
SermonSeries/AudioVideo.aspx 

During the week, Scotty frequently 
projected two paintings on the screen 
that I want to share with you. The 
first, “God’s Story” by David Arms, is 
one he shared with our congregation 
when he preached here last fall. I have 
a beautifully framed copy of this 
painting in my office at work. Scotty 
mentioned that his next book project 

will be on finding your place in God’s Story, and he will be using this painting.   
 

The second painting Scotty used was “The Return of the Prodigal Son” by 
Rembrandt. I first became aware of this painting when Henri Nouwen used it 
for the cover of his fine book by the same name.  
The class lectures were taped, so I’m hoping that someday they will be avail-
able on Covenant Seminary’s Worldwide Classroom. You can listen to more 
than twenty seminary courses free at www.worldwide-classroom.com 
 

Scotty used Jonah as a central point of his discussions about grace. The as-
signed texts were Jesus + Nothing = Everything by Tullian Tchividjian and 
The Gospel-Centered Life, a wonderful nine-lesson study that can be used with 
non-believers, new Christians and mature believers. He also spent the better 
part of a day sharing his story of grace, some of which I had read about in Ob-
jects of His Affection. We also covered the disciplines of grace and had some 
great question and answer time.  
I’ve been blessed to attend five one-week January term courses at Covenant with some wonderful teachers 
such as Carl Trueman and Robert Yarbrough. This week’s year was an absolute feast. I can’t wait for the book 
so that more can share in this material.  
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Haiti is the poorest 
country in the West-
ern Hemisphere. 
The 2010 earth-
quake brought un-
told devastation to 
an already struggling 
nation. At this year’s 
missions confer-
ence, we’ll learn 
about Haiti and 
some of the needs 
of its people. We 
pray that God moves 
us with one heart to 
serve in whatever 
way we can. We 
want to echo the 
heart of God which 
surely loves Haiti. 

 
Missions Dinner ~ Saturday, February 11, 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for a delicious Haitian dinner and learn about Haiti! Sign up at church or e-mail church. The deadline 
to sign up is Sunday, February 5. Cost is $4 for adults, $2 for children 10 and under, children 3 and under 
free. Childcare provided for children 3 and under during the presentation. NOTE: Haiti is often referred to as 
“90% Catholic and 100% Voodoo” (Operation World, 2010). Our guest speakers will talk about Voodoo. Par-
ents please use your discretion. There will be a movie for children 4–10 during the presentation. MENU 
NOTE: The main dish and two side dishes will be gluten free. Contact Christie Lyons with questions about 
ingredients via e-mail, christie.lyons@gmail.com, or Facebook (no phone calls please). 
 
Worship Services ~ Sunday, February 12, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Ted Powers will speak who is on staff with Mission to North America and has travelled to Haiti many times. 
 
Sunday School ~ Sunday, February 12, 10 a.m. 
Children will learn about and pray for Haiti. There will be a special puppet presentation that children won’t 
want to miss! 
 
Foundations ~ Sunday, February 12, 10 a.m. 
Hear about our short-term missions trip to Haiti. 
 
Concert of Prayer ~ Sunday, February 12, 6:30 p.m. 
Pray for God’s glory in all the earth! Childcare provided for children 3 and under. Sign up for childcare at 
church or e-mail the church. 
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· Ithaka Fellowship Podcast—Pastor Duane just published the latest Friday night talk: “Critique of the New 
Agrarian Movement By Rev. Duane Otto, with some implications for the church”.  

 

Since the founding of the movement, New Agrarianism has sought a way to reconcile 
modernity and tradition, progress and human nature, soul and body. At its core is the de-
sire to reform home-life, shelter rural-life, and literally build culture from the ground up. 
Presently, the movement is thriving in the social margins of our day. But is this about to 
change? What role is it playing in the church? In social policy? Is Agrarianism biblical? 
Such questions, and many more are addressed in this talk by Pastor Duane. 

 

To listen, just click on the link below or paste the URL into your browser. 
http://web.me.com/duaneotto/Site/Podcast/Podcast.html 

  
· Josh and Laura Lang are doing a 60 day juice fast. God convicted them of their need to get fit, lose weight, 

get healthy, be good role models for their children and enhance their ministry by gaining credibility and 
respect of others they minister to by living a healthy lifestyle.  Follow their progress on YouTube.com - 
Langs 60 Day Reboot.  

 
· Those that have been blessed by Dr. Willem Vangemeren’s Founda-

tion’s class on the Psalms may wish to check out his many published 
books, including The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, which includes 
Dr. Vangemeren’s work on the Psalms. 

 
· The free audio book of the month from Christianaudio.com is Trusting 

God by Jerry Bridges. You can download this book at 
www.christianaudio.com. 

 
· From January 11-22, the Elevation Church in Charlotte, hosted the 

Code Orange Revival. A number of guest speakers participated, includ-
ing Matt Chandler from the Village Church in Texas. Blogger Justin 
Taylor wrote:  “How do you go and preach in an environment where 
the pastor and the church have a very different understanding of theol-
ogy, celebrity, and ministry philosophy than the one you live and pro-
claim? I thought Matt Chandler showed how in this talk at Elevation 
Church pastored by Steven Furtick. It’s a combination of boldness, 
winsomeness, and gospel proclamation.”   
You can subscribe to the Elevation Church podcast and listen to Chandler’s powerful January 13 message, 
or you can watch it here:  http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/01/16/matt-chandler-at-
elevation-church/ 

 
· Matt Chandler, pastor of the Village Church in Texas, will publish The Explicit Gospel on Crossway 

Books April 30. 
 
· On the January 15 and 22 editions of the White Horse Inn radio program were aired a two-part conversa-

tion between Michael Horton and Roger Olson on the role of God’s grace versus human freedom in salva-
tion. This event was inspired by two books recently published by Zondervan: For Calvinism, by Michael 

�  �������������� � �



�
��	�
����� ��������

Horton, and Against Calvinism, by Roger Olson. You can subscribe to the White Horse Inn podcast on 
iTunes, or you can listen to these programs at http://www.whitehorseinn.org/blog/category/white-horse-
inn/ 

 
· On January 19 in Orlando, organizers of a new Presbyterian denomination unveiled their vision for a less 

bureaucratic, more organic church capable of invigorating congregations that have experienced stagnation 
or decline. Under the umbrella of The Fellowship of Presbyterians, the new denomination is called the 
Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians – ECO for short. ECO leaders said their denomination will 
have a flatter structure than the Presbyterian Church (USA) and increased accountability between leaders 
and congregations. Pastor John Ortberg, pastor of Menlo Park Presbyterian in Menlo, California, stated 
that the new denomination reflects a growing dissatisfaction by conservative Presbyterian churches with 
the more liberal-leaning PCUSA. 

       
· John Piper is making available a free e-book, based on three sermons he preached on the subject of abor-

tion. You can download, print, copy and share with as many people as you would like. You can find this e-
book at www.desiringgod.org 

 
· John Piper’s classic book Future Grace will be published in a revised edition on September 18.  
 
· John Piper’s book The Pleasures of God has been published in a new revised edition. You can order the 

book, DVD and study guide all for a $10 total at www.desiringgod.org 
 
·  R.C. Sproul’s book The Work of Christ: What the Events of Jesus’ Life Mean for You will be published on 

June 1.  
 
· The sixth release in the Saint Andrews Expositional Commentary series from R.C. Sproul will be a two-

volume set on the Gospel of Matthew to be released on September 30.  
 
· Patrick Lencioni’s next book will be The Advantage: Why Organizational Health Trumps Everything Else 

In Business, scheduled to be released March 20.  
 
· Former St. Louis Cardinal manager Tony LaRussa is co-authoring a book with Hall of Famer and St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch sport writer Rick Hummel. 
 
· Respected blogger Tim Challies’ top books of 2011 are:   

 Top Pick: The Meaning of Marriage by Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller  
(remainder in no particular order):  
Written in Tears by Luke Veldt 
Tempted and Tried by Russell Moore 
John MacArthur by Iain Murray 
A Meal with Jesus by Tim Chester 
Going Public by David and Kelli Pritchard 
Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson 
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·  Christianity Today considered 390 books published in 2011 that were submitted to them. Their judges 
chose the best book in each of ten categories - 2012 Christianity Today Book Awards Of special note was 
Jesus + Nothing = Everything by Tullian Tchividjian (one of the Editor’s top books of the year) tying for 
top book in the “Christian Living” category.  

 
· The 10 Best Books of 2011 from Monergism.com are:  

1. God is Red: The Secret Story of How Christianity Survived and Flourished in Communist China by 
Liao Yiwu (author) and Wenguang Huang (translator) 

2. A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New by G.K. Beale 
3. The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way by Michael S. Horton 
4. The Doctrine of the Word of God: A Theology of Lordship Volume 4 by John M. Frame 
5. Union with Christ: In Scripture, History and Theology by Robert Letham 
6. What is the Mission of the Church?: Making Sense of Social Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commis-

sion by Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert 
7. The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God by Timo-

thy Keller with Kathy Keller. 
8. Isaiah By the Day: A New Devotional Translation by Alec Motyer 
9. Jesus + Nothing = Everything by Tullian Tchividjian 
10. Tempted and Tried: Temptation and the Triumph of Christ by Russell Moore.  
 Honorable Mention:  
The Last Days: A Christian View of History by Richard D. Phillips and Gabriel N.E. Fluhrer (Editors)  
Family Shepherds: Calling and Equipping Men to Lead Their Homes  by Voddie Baucham Jr.  
Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith by Douglas Groothuis 
One-to-One Bible Reading: A Simple Guide for Every Christian by David Helm 
Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine by Gregg R. Allison    

 
· Michael W. Smith has released his latest album, his 24th, entitled Decades of Worship. This collection 

brings together the best of Smith’s worship song performances over the course of his 29 year career. The 
project features 12 total tracks, which are listed below:   

Agnus Dei 
Above All 
Breathe 
Awesome God 
You Are Holy (Prince of Peace) 
Here I Am To Worship 

 
· The live album from the “Passion 2012”, held in January at the Georgia Dome, titled White Flag, will be 

released March 13. It will include music from the event by Chris Tomlin, Lecrae, Matt Redman and the 
last ever live performances by the David Crowder Band.  

 
· Singer, song-writer Paul Simon’s latest album So Beautiful or So What made many year-end “Best” lists, 

including  Coram Deo’s editor’s.  Simon says he is not a religious person but does say that God comes up a 
lot in his song in this interview with PBS: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/episodes/january-6-
2012/paul-simon/10056/ 

I See You 
Mighty To Save 
A New Hallelujah 
Healing Rain 
Take Me Over 
Great Is The Lord (newly remastered) 
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· As the Crow Flies, a six-song collection of previously unreleased material from his Mission Bell, one of the 
Editor’s “Top Albums” of 2011, will be released by Amos Lee on February 14.  

 
· Bruce Springsteen’s new album, his 17th studio album, is titled Wrecking Ball, and it will be released 

March 6. It features 11 new Springsteen songs and was produced by Ron Aniello with Springsteen and ex-
ecutive producer Jon Landau. A special edition of Wrecking Ball will also be available and include two 
bonus tracks. Landau states that "Bruce has dug down as deep as he can to come up with this vision of 
modern life. The lyrics tell a story you can't hear anywhere else and the music is his most innovative in re-
cent years. The writing is some of the best of his career and both veteran fans and those who are new to 
Bruce will find much to love on Wrecking Ball." 

 
· The first single from Bruce Springsteen’s  album is “We Take Care of our Own”, which features some pa-

triotic lyrics:   
I've been knockin' on the door that holds the throne 
I've been lookin' for the map that leads me home 
I've been stumblin' on good hearts turned to stone 
The road of good intentions has gone dry as bone 

Refrain:  We take care of our own 
We take care of our own 
Wherever this flag's flown 
We take care of our own 

 
From Chicago to New Orleans 
From the muscle to the bone 
From the shotgun shack to the Superdome 
We yelled "help" but the cavalry stayed home 
There ain't no-one hearing the bugle blown 

Refrain... 
 
 

Second Samuel will teach us that God is determined to faithfully execute His plan of redemption, and He is not 
hindered by the sins of his leaders and people. He will establish the Davidic Dynasty, the city of Jerusalem 
with the temple, advance the Abrahamic Promise, and further the covenant of grace with the Davidic covenant 
(2 Samuel 7).    
We will see that providence is complex and that every glorious event in His people’s life is stained with their 
shame. The rise and fall of David will thrill us, but it also warns us. On every text, we will connect to the gos-
pel and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the end, we will love Christ supremely and enrich ourselves bet-
ter on the Psalms, I Samuel, and Chronicles. 
 
If you have a question for Pastor Bob, just send it to bntpence@msn.com and we’ll get his answer published in 
the next issue of Coram Deo.   

Where ’re the eyes, the eyes with the will to see 
Where the hearts, that run over with mercy 
Where's the love that has not forsaken me 
Where's the work that set my hands, my soul free 
Where's the spirit that'll reign, reign over me 
Where's the promise, from sea to shining sea 

Refrain... 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
Where the Conflict Really Lies:  Science, Religion, and Naturalism, by Alvin Plantinga.  Oxford University 
Press, 2011.  367 pages, plus Index and Notes.  E-book edition. 
 
 I was first introduced to Alvin Plantinga through a small but powerful book he originally wrote in 1974 
which was reprinted in 1999 and titled God, Freedom, and Evil.  It is a very closely reasoned argument that it 
is not illogical to believe in a God who is good and who also allows evil in the world he created.  It is an argu-
ment now accepted in most, if not all, philosophical circles. 
 
 Plantinga taught at Calvin College for twenty years and more recently has been a member of the Phi-
losophy Department at the University of Notre Dame.  Last year Josh and Laura Lang were able to bring him 
to the campus of Illinois Wesleyan University to speak there.  I was able to meet him at a reception they ar-
ranged while he was in this city. 
 
 Plantinga  begins the Preface of his book with the following: 
 

My overall claim in this book:  there is a superficial conflict but deep concord between science 
and theistic religion, but superficial concord and deep conflict between science and naturalism. 

 
 He identifies theist religion as primarily Christianity, Judaism, and, for the most part, Islam.  These all 
believe in a personal God who created the universe.  By “superficial conflict” he means there exist issues in 
science and religion which seem to be in conflict, but which, upon deeper examination, are not actually in 
conflict.  By “deep concord” he means that when clearly understood theism strongly agrees with science and 
science strongly supports theism. 
 
 Plantinga defines Naturalism as a quasi-religion, a little more than a worldview, which essentially al-
lows for no supernaturalism; i. e., there is no God, no life after death; we are just another animal.  By 
“superficial concord” he means that Naturalism is usually thought of and often taught as a part of or at least 
an essential element of science.  By ‘deep conflict” he means that an objective look at science and Naturalism 
will reveal deep contradictions between the two. 
 
 Plantinga begins by looking at the alleged conflicts between evolution and Christianity and between 
Christianity and the idea that the universe runs by immutable laws in which intervention by God would violate 
those rules.  Evolution, of course, requires a very ancient universe which does present a conflict if one be-
lieves that the early chapters of Genesis must be taken literally.  But that belief has not been universal.  
Augustine, in the fifth century, long before Darwin, did not understand Genesis that way, nor have more re-
cent theologians such as Charles Dodge (c. 1871) as well as many current theologians.  (In fact, Augustine 
thought that it was absurd to take the first chapters of Genesis literally.) 
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 In Part II, Plantinga shows that seeming conflicts arising in Evolutionary Psychology and Historical 
Biblical Criticism are clearly superficial.  He also discusses the meaning of Defeaters, that is, arguments 
which clearly destroy a logical position.  (His argument in God, Freedom, and Evil would be an example of 
such a Defeater.) 
 
 Part III examines arguments which show concord between Christianity and science.  These include 
the fine-tuning of the universe and evidence of design in creation.  He also shows there is deep concord be-
tween Christianity and science in such areas as the image of God in humanity, regularity and reliability in the 
universe, the relationship with mathematics (my favorite part), learning by induction and experience, and oth-
ers. 
 
 The last part is devoted to examining the deep conflicts between Naturalism and science, especially 
between evolution and Naturalism.  Plantinga contrasts the lack of Defeaters for Christianity in science, par-
ticularly evolution, and the existence of Defeaters for Naturalism in the scientific theory of evolution. 
 
 Plantinga accomplishes his goal by very careful reasoning demonstrating clearly that there is no seri-
ous conflict between Christianity and science divorced from Naturalism, but there are serious conflicts be-
tween Naturalism and science.  And he does this without triumphalism.  This is not to say he does not take 
digs at Naturalist viewpoints with his very dry but effective humor but not with a triumphalist tone. 
 
 In part, this book is an effective examination of the problem for “those Christians who believe that rea-
son and modern science are the enemies of Christian belief” whether they are Christians or scientists.  It is 
also a challenging argument for the Naturalistic scientist. 
 
 This is not an easy book to read.  Plantinga writes like the philosopher he is.  The arguments are care-
fully reasoned and one must often read them very carefully.  At times he lapses into symbolic logic which 
many may have difficulty following.  However, even skipping lightly over these parts still leaves a lot of valu-
able information one can absorb.  If you have any questions about the relationship between Christianity and 
science or if you are in a position to defend Christianity against Naturalism in science, this is probably the 
most thorough discussion available.  It’s worth a shot. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Gary Ayers 
 
How Do You Kill 11 Million People? Why the Truth Matters More Than You Think by Andy Andrews.   
Thomas Nelson, Published: 2011, 84 pages (including Bibliography)  
 

As a big Andy Andrews fan when I first heard he had another book in the works that would be re-
leased in January of 2012, I was waiting with great anticipation to read it. This is that book. 

It is not always the lengthy novels that leave a lasting impression on one’s life, but also the short prin-
ciple based books. This book would fall into the category of being a short principle based book that will leave 
a lasting impression. 

For those unaware of Andy’s style in writing he is a very principle based writer who goes to great 
lengths bringing history in to show the principles he is dealing with. In this book the 11 million people he is 
referring to are those that the Nazi’s killed in concentration camps during World War II. 

Andy states, “Several years ago I asked myself these three questions:  Where do we find 
common ground in regard to what we want (or don’t want) for the future of America?  Is it possi-
ble to write something that doesn’t use the words Republican or Democrat, liberal or conserva-
tive, yet conveys a message with which everyone could agree? Can it be written in a concise 
fashion allowing anyone to read it, clearly understand the message and be empowered in less 
than 15 minutes?”  This book in my opinion hits a grand slam home run on all of these questions. 
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Today our society has little if any use for truth. Several people are not willing to accept absolutes and 
some say “your truth is your truth and my truth is mine.” Reality is for there to be truth it must first and fore-
most have a sense of absolute about it. There is no concern it seems for absolutes and facts are not honestly 
addressed by several who are in politics. Sadly we in America have been willing to accept lies as truth from a 
large portion of our elected officials. Andy makes this very clear. 

Apathy is a big problem in America today, Andy: “Did you know that during the past quarter century, 
no presidential election has been won by more than ten million ballots cast? Yet every federal election during 
that same period had at least one hundred million people of voting age who did not bother to vote!” 

With that in mind we are certainly no better than Germany not taking a stand to protect those from be-
ing put in and killed in concentration camps. Turning a blind eye and a deaf ear to wrong going on around you 
is clearly apathetic. 

How do you kill 11 million people? The answer is simple “Lie to them”. 
This book Illustrates as Andrews states what is known as the Principle of the Path, which was first 

voiced by Andy Stanley. This principle states, “It is direction, not intention, which determines destination.”  An-
drews asks, “Do we see a pattern in good and bad choices we have made? Do good choices lead to good 
results? Did bad choices connect the miserable dots that sank our life’s results ever lower?” 

The truth of the past has direct effect on our future. In 1876 President James Garfield issued a warn-
ing posted in the press at that time when he said, “Now, more than ever before, the people are responsible for 
the character of their Congress. If that body be ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it is because the people toler-
ate ignorance, recklessness, and corruption. If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, it is because the people de-
mand these high qualities to represent them in the national legislature.” This was no less true then than it is 
today.  Fact is our government is a mess and all that some in society want to do is complain and not take a 
stand to change things. The same thing happened in Germany when people were being transported to con-
centration camps and those hearing the crying of the ones going stood by and sought to drown it out, but did 
nothing to change things. 

In the discussion guide in this book Andrews asks many thought provoking questions concerning lying 

and it affects. 

 I would highly recommend this book to all ages, very enjoyable, thought provoking, insightful, and a 
quick read.  Yes I would like to say a lot more of this book but that would spoil it for you, so I will close by say-
ing I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 
 
Two Marriage Books Reviewed  
Recently we saw the publishing of two new books on marriage by two of the most well-known pastors in Re-
formed circles – Tim Keller and Mark Driscoll. And yet the books are as different as are the men.  I’ve read 
both books. The Meaning of Marriage by Tim and Kathy Keller was one of my top books of 2011. Real Mar-
riage by Mark and Grace Driscoll distinguishes itself from other books on marriage due to the amount of at-
tention devoted to sex.  
Recently, pastor and blogger Tim Challies published reviews of both books. Those reviews are reprinted with 
permission from Tim. Check out his fine blog “Informing the Reforming” at www.challies.com 

 
BOOK REVIEW 
 
The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God 
by Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller.  Dutton Adult. 288 pages. 2011 
 
It must be intimidating to write a book on marriage. Store shelves are groaning under the 
weight of titles that claim to have the key to a happy marriage, or a biblical marriage or a gos-
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pel-centered marriage. To rise above such a crowded field a book needs to offer something different, some-
thing unique, something that distinguishes it from the pack. Tim and Kathy Keller have jumped into the fray 
with their new book The Meaning of Marriage and the distinguishing feature of their book is a deep gospel-
centeredness. This leads the Kellers to invite the reader deep into the gospel of Jesus Christ and also com-
pels them to show how the gospel extends to every part of marriage. 
Though The Meaning of Marriage is written primarily by Tim Keller, his wife Kathy contributes in several ways, 
and most notably by contributing one of the chapters and by being the wife to whom Tim has been married for 
almost four decades. Tim explains that the book has three deep roots. The first of these is his marriage to 
Kathy, the second is his long pastoral ministry, particularly in New York City in a church dominated by singles, 
and the third and most foundational is the biblical teaching on marriage as found in both the Old and New 
Testaments. “Nearly four decades ago, as theological students, Kathy and I studied the Biblical teachings on 
sex, gender, and marriage. Over the next fifteen years, we worked them out in our own marriage. Then, over 
the last twenty-two years, we have used what we learned from both Scripture and experience to guide, en-
courage, counsel, and instruct young urban adults with regard to sex and marriage.” They speak from the 
powerful combination of Scriptural grounding and real-world experience. 
The book is comprised of eight chapters that flow logically from the biblical basis for marriage all the way to 
the sexual relationship within marriage. In chapter 1 they offer the very basic biblical teachings on marriage, 
showing how marriage is God’s idea and that it is meant to reflect the saving love of God for us in Jesus 
Christ. In chapter 2 they show how the work of the Holy Spirit is fundamental to battling the main enemy of 
marriage: sinful self-centeredness. Chapter 3 is about love, looking at how the feeling of love relates (or does-
n’t relate) to actions of love. Chapter 4, “The Mission of Marriage,” turns to the purpose of marriage and offers 
a long discussion of spiritual friendship while chapter 5, “Loving the Stranger,” teaches three skills that every 
husband and wife ought to pursue. 
Chapter 6, written by Kathy, celebrates the differences between the sexes, looking to the tricky subject of 
gender roles and complementarity. Singleness and wise thinking about pursuing marriage are the subjects of 
chapter 7 and the final chapter looks to the sexual relationship, showing why the Bible roots sex in marriage 
and how this relationship can best be celebrated within marriage. 

Gospel, Gospel and More Gospel 
I said from the outset that the distinguishing feature of this book is its deep dependence on the gospel. This 
distinguishing feature is also the book’s greatest strength. Marriage simply cannot be properly understood or 
practiced without being rooted in the gospel. “If God had the gospel of Jesus’s salvation in mind when he es-
tablished marriage, then marriage only ‘works’ to the degree that it approximates the pattern of God’s self-
giving love in Christ.” For that reason the book goes nowhere until Keller has first exposited Ephesians 5 
where we are told that marriage is a “profound mystery,” that reflects the relationship of Christ and the church. 
Next to our relationship with God, there is no relationship more important than marriage, “and that is why, like 
knowing God himself, coming to know and love your spouse is difficult and painful yet rewarding and won-
drous. The most painful, the most wonderful—this is the Biblical understanding of marriage, and there has 
never been a more important time to lift it up and give it prominence in our culture.” 
When Keller moves to “The Power For Marriage,” the subject of chapter 2, he again builds from the gospel. 
Jesus Christ did not leave us on our own, but provided the Holy Spirit as the power to fight against and over-
come sin. “The Holy Spirit’s task is to unfold the meaning of Jesus’s person and work to believers in such a 
way that the glory of it—its infinite importance and beauty—is brought home to the mind and heart.” And 
when it is brought home to the mind and heart, it works itself out in marriage. This counters the self-
centeredness that is intrinsic to our sinful natures. “To have a marriage that sings requires a Spirit-created 
ability to serve, to take yourself out of your own. The Spirit’s work of making the gospel real to the heart weak-
ens the self-centeredness of the soul. … The deep happiness that marriage can bring, then, lies on the far 
side of sacrificial service in the power of the Spirit.” 
This gospel focus continues chapter-after-chapter, underlying discussions of friendship, singleness, sex, and 
complementary roles. 

Covenant Renewal 
The chapter on sex merits special mention for its power and careful attention to dignity. Keller begins by 
showing why it is so important that sex remains within the context of marriage. Only then does he turn to the 
actual ways that a husband and wife relate within the sexual relationship. Setting the sexual relationship 
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within the greater context of the marriage covenant, Keller says that sex is a kind of covenant renewal cere-
mony in which you “rekindle the heart and renew the commitment” already made. “There must be an opportu-
nity to recall all that the other person means to you and to give yourself anew. Sex between a husband and a 
wife is the unique way to do that.” He goes on to say, “Sex is God’s appointed way for two people to recipro-
cally say to one another, ‘I belong completely, permanently, and exclusively to you.’ You must not use sex to 
say anything less.” 
Only a few pages are given to “The Importance of Erotic Love in Marriage” but they are instructive. They fo-
cus less on deeds than on the motives of the gospel-centered heart. “The Christian teaching is that sex is pri-
marily a way to know God and build community, and, if you use it for those things rather than for your own 
personal satisfaction, it will lead to greater fulfillment than you can imagine.” I dare say that by the time you’ve 
read this final chapter, you will want to run to your spouse and make love just to experience all the joy and 
fulfillment that the sexual relationship brings. It won’t be about trying this or attempting that—not primarily—
but just enjoying the beauty of what God has given us in the gifts of marriage and love-making. 
A component of the book that merits special attention is its usefulness to singles. Keller’s church is comprised 
predominantly of singles and anything he teaches must be applicable to them. This leads him to focus a sig-
nificant portion of this book on being single and on pursuing marriage. What he teaches will be encouraging 
and helpful to those who have chosen a life of singleness and for those who are seeking a spouse. 

Conclusion 
This is a powerful book; it is my new favorite book on marriage and the best of all the books I read in 2011. 
The Meaning of Marriage elevates marriage, making it something beautiful and holy and lovely. And with it 
comes friendship and companionship and sex and everything else God has packaged into the marriage rela-
tionship. This book celebrates it all and it does it within the greatest context of all—the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Having read the book through two times, I’ve found myself wondering how to best measure or evaluate it, but 
perhaps these criteria are useful: Would I want to read it with my wife or would I encourage her to read it on 
her own? Would I recommend it to the people in my church? In both cases the answer is an unreserved yes. 
In fact, I bought the audio book and listened to it with my wife and her assessment is the same as mine: 
Though there are many great books on marriage, this is the one we will recommend first. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 

Real Marriage: The Truth about Sex, Friendship, & Life Together by Mark and Grace Driscoll. 
Thomas Nelson.  272 pages. 2012 
 

It must be intimidating to write a book on marriage. Store shelves are groaning under the weight 
of titles that claim to have the key to a happy marriage, or a biblical marriage or a gospel-centered marriage. 
To rise above such a crowded field a book needs to offer something different, something unique, something 
that distinguishes it from the pack. Mark and Grace Driscoll have jumped into the fray with their new book 
Real Marriage: The Truth About Sex, Friendship, and Life Together and the distinguishing feature of their 
book is its gut honesty, its sheer vulnerability. The Driscolls invite the reader deep into their own marriage and 
attempt to answer difficult, intimate questions—what they say are the questions you’d be too embarrassed to 
ask your pastor. 

What Book Is It? 
Before I look at the book’s content, I feel that I need to speak briefly about the book as a book. What quickly 
becomes clear is that Real Marriage suffers from a lack of clear identity, a problem that may stem from what 
appears to be rushed or otherwise ineffective editing. I point these things out not to be petty but because they 
effect the final product. 
In the first place, there is a kind of sloppiness and inconsistency to the book. One example of this is the way 
the chapters vary so much in style, some being very personal with others being abstract and coldly statistical; 
even the inline subheadings can vary from chapter-to-chapter (e.g. italics in one chapter, all caps in the next). 
There are also factual errors, like when the Driscolls state that Solomon was the child born of David and Bath-
sheba’s adultery (when, in fact, that child died and Solomon was born later); there are errors in footnoting, like 
when a footnote contains no reference to what they have stated; there are errors in punctuation where a 
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statement ends with a question mark, and errors in flow where a chapter references things to come that do 
not actually come. 
Added to the editorial sloppiness is the fact that there is little internal cohesion to the book. Real Marriage 
reads more like a series of seminars than a cohesive introduction-to-conclusion look at a subject. 
Finally, the fact that half of the book focuses on marriage and the other half on sex leads to some confusion 
as to the nature of the book. Is it a book on marriage or a book on sex? How do these things relate to one an-
other in such a way that they merit equal attention? Obviously marriage is not less than sex, but is the sexual 
relationship fully half of marriage? Why does it receive such emphasis?  All these things together lead to a 
book that is disjointed and somewhat frustrating.  Such critiques aside, what about the book’s content? 

Marriage 
Real Marriage is divided into eleven chapters and three parts. Part 1, which spans the first five chapters, is 
titled “Marriage.” Chapter 1 is biographical; the Driscolls share many of the challenges they have faced 
through their marriage and reveal that until very recently their marriage and their sexual relationship were 
sources of great difficulty. They stayed faithful to one another, but faced great challenges that they’ve only 
recently learned to overcome. This introduces the kind of transparency and vulnerability that marks the book. 
Chapter 2 looks at the importance of friendship within marriage while in chapter 3 Mark writes primarily to 
men and challenges them to take seriously their roles as leaders and providers and to learn to honor their 
wives. Chapter 4 is geared toward women and Grace focuses on respect, telling women of the importance of 
obeying the biblical command to respect their husbands. Here and in many other places we see the Driscolls 
firmly defending a complementarian understanding of gender roles within marriage. The 5th and final chapter 
in this section looks at the inevitable disagreements within marriage and seeks to model fighting well—moving 
past disagreement toward peace and reconciliation. 
The highlight of what the Driscolls teach on marriage is probably the importance of friendship. This is, indeed, 
an overlooked topic and experience shows that many of the best marriages are the ones in which the 
spouses are fast friends. A strange mis-step in this chapter is Mark’s statement that he has asked Grace to 
be his “functional pastor,” Because he is a pastor and he does not have anyone to pastor him, he has asked 
Grace to fill that role. This must speak as much to his church’s leadership structure as to the Driscoll’s mar-
riage; it is an unusual position and not one I would want others to emulate. 
Noticeably absent in this section is a firm and robust gospel grounding for marriage. Ephesians 5 is refer-
enced only in passing; the marriage relationship as a mystery, a picture of Christ’s relationship to the church, 
is never clearly offered as the big picture or ultimate purpose of marriage. That gospel foundation is utterly, 
absolutely critical to an understanding of marriage and it is missing from Real Marriage. This is a tragic over-
sight. And I say “tragic” because the biblical understanding of marriage influences everything else—
everything they discuss from chapter one to chapter eleven. 

Sex 
Just about 100 pages into the book, Part 2, “Sex,” begins. Chapter 6 is titled “Sex: God, Gross or Gift?” and 
teaches that sex is a good gift of God given for pleasure, procreation, oneness, knowledge, protection and 
comfort. Chapter 7, “Disgrace and Grace” looks at sexual abuse and shares Grace’s story of being a victim of 
such abuse. Chapter 8 turns to pornography, showing the danger it poses. Servanthood and selfishness in 
the sexual relationship is the subject of chapter 9. Sections on “Ways We Are Selfish Lovers” and “Reasons 
Why We Are Selfish Lovers” introduce good questions for discussion between a husband and wife, but some-
how the chapter veers into an act-by-act exposition of Song of Solomon, ultimately encouraging a wife to be 
“visually generous” (i.e. strip) for her husband. 
Chapter 10 is easily the most controversial chapter and the place that the Driscolls ask and answer the “Can 
We _______?” questions within the sexual relationship. They cover a long list of specific sexual acts and in-
troduce a grid from 1 Corinthians 6:12. I have already discussed the shortcomings of this grid elsewhere and 
would encourage you not to use it in the way they teach. (Click here to find those articles [2]) Here’s the thing: 
The greatest, most enduring, most ultimate purpose of marriage is that it is meant to draw our eyes and 
hearts and minds to what Christ has done. Thus when faced with the “Can We _______?” questions we do 
not go first to law and ask, “Does the Bible forbid this?” Instead we go straight to the gospel and ask, “Is this a 
reflection of Christ and his church? Does this come from a heart that has been radically altered by the gos-
pel?” This gospel focus is missing from their evaluation.   Allow me to make a few observations about 
these chapters.  
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The first is that in at least two places the Driscolls refer to a man’s sexual desire as a “need.” This is a difficult 
term that begs further definition and one that needs to be understood in reference to the gospel, the message 
that proclaims our deepest needs have already been met in Christ. A man does not “need” to have sex—not 
in the sense he needs to eat or sleep or have Christ as his Savior. At one point Mark writes about 
“testosterone-induced depression,” a condition that can arise when sexual needs are not met. That form of 
depression may exist and there is a sense in which a man’s body craves sex. But these things cannot be 
properly understood without the wider context of the gospel. This context is absent and it’s a signifi-
cant oversight. 
Another observation is that the book is graphic. In the “Can We _______?” chapter the Driscolls look at a long 
list of very intimate sexual acts. A chapter earlier they look to Song of Solomon and state that each verse 
points to a very specific sexual act. There is no subtlety in describing sexual deeds and misdeeds; rather, 
everything is explained in detail. Some of these acts are so intimate (perhaps invasive is also an appropriate 
word) that many readers will never have considered that they even exist. As a husband I would not want my 
wife to read some of what this chapter contains. This is not prudishness but protection. It is one thing to ad-
dress specific questions that have arisen within the marriage relationship; it’s another thing altogether to intro-
duce those questions to the marriage relationship. 
Finally, Mark’s abuse of The Song of Solomon has been widely noted and discussed, but he continues to 
treat it as a graphic sex manual. To treat it this way is to utterly miss the point. As Carl Trueman says, turning 
the Song of Solomon “primarily into a sex manual is arguably a greater act of reductionism than jumping 
straight from the text to Christ and the church.” (See John MacArthur [3] and Carl Trueman [4] for more) 
There is much more I could say. On the one level I appreciate what the Driscolls were trying to accomplish 
here. They were seeking to build credibility with the reader by opening up their marriage and they were seek-
ing to answer the kinds of questions people have asked them. I get that. But the result is a disjointed effort 
that misses the mark because it is not firmly and sufficiently grounded in the gospel. The section culminates 
in the “Can We _______?” questions, but answers to these questions will inevitably miss the mark if we don’t 
begin with the heart of marriage. How can we evaluate any action in marriage if we haven’t first talked at 
length about the actions of our Savior and our desire to model him? 

The Rest 
Part 3 is a single chapter titled “Reverse-Engineering Your Life and Marriage.” The stuff of marriage semi-
nars, this is a long homework assignment for a husband and wife to complete together to help them under-
stand their marriage, put together goals, and finish well.  
It is worth mentioning that the e-book version of Real Marriage also contains five appendices. The most nota-
ble of them may be the one that speaks of divorce. The Driscolls teach that there are six legitimate grounds 
for divorce: 1) Death (Rom. 7:2-4; 1 Cor. 7:39); 2) Adultery (Deut. 22:22; Matt. 5:32); 3) Non-Christian files for 
divorce and leaves (1 Cor. 7:10-24) 4) Sexual immorality/porneia (Matt. 5:32; 19:9); 5) Treachery or treason-
ous betrayal (Mal. 2:14-16); 6) Hardness of heart (Matt. 19:8; Mark 10:5). They then give the example of an 
abusive husband saying that if he is unrepentant for his abuse, a woman could divorce him using grounds 5 
and 6. I know of no legitimate theologians who teach that these are all legitimate grounds for divorce and very 
few that would allow divorce under the circumstances given. 

Conclusion 
I said from the outset that in order to distinguish itself in a crowded field, a book on marriage needs an angle, 
something unique. The Driscolls chose to make their angle vulnerability and answers to the toughest ques-
tions. What they haven’t done is laid a solid gospel foundation for marriage; they haven’t looked at these 
questions in the fullest context of gospel-centeredness and the rich biblical theology of marriage. This is near-
fatal because it leads to a book that is not firmly rooted in what matters most. 
Having read the book through two times, I’ve found myself wondering how to best measure or evaluate it, but 
perhaps these criteria are useful: Would I want to read it with my wife or would I encourage her to read it on 
her own? Would I recommend it to the people in my church? In both cases the answer is no. This is not to say 
that the book is entirely without merit; Real Marriage does have things to commend it. But in my assessment 
the negatives far outweigh the positives. Its disjointed nature, the way it is unhinged from the gospel, the way 
it evaluates sexual acts through an improper grid—in all these ways and more it inadvertently lowers marriage 
rather than elevates it. With so many good books on marriage available to us, I see no reason to recommend 
this one. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Surprised by Grace – God’s Relentless Pursuit of Rebels by Tullian Tchividjian. Crossway. 2010.  208 pages. 
 
I first heard of Tullian Tchividjian from Jan, who has been in three of my classes at Covenant Seminary. 
Tchividjian was Jan’s pastor and she told me that a church had made multiple attempts to recruit her pastor to 
their church. That church was Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, where D. 
James Kennedy had served for years. Eventually, in 2009, the two churches merged into the new Coral 
Ridge, with Tchividjian as pastor. The transition was not easy or without pain.  
 
Tchividjian may not be a name familiar to you at this time, but I believe he will be in the future. For those who 
do not know, he is the grandson of Billy Graham. He dedicates this book to “my maternal grandfather ‘Daddy 
Bill’”.  
 
I would put this book on a short list of my favorites that have had a profound impact on me over the past sev-
eral years that have included “Don’t Waste Your Life” by John Piper, “Crazy Love” by Frances Chan and “The 
Prodigal God” by Tim Keller. In fact, Tchividjian brings out similarities in Jonah’s story and that of the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son.   
 
The book started out as a series of sermons that Tchividjian preached first at his former church and then as 
the first series of sermons he preached at the new merged Coral Ridge church. I listened to the thirteen ser-
mons (on podcast) as I read the book and I was greatly moved, as I have been from his current series on the 
book of Job.  
 
Tchividjian writes that the sermons delivered at Coral Ridge were preached during the most difficult season of 
his life – not only the above mentioned difficult transition, but also the illness and death of his father. He writes 
that it was during this trying time that God helped him recognize the practical relevance of the gospel. 
Tchividjian writes that through the story of Jonah he came to grips with the fact that the gospel is not just for 
non-Christians but also for Christians. Tchividjian states that the main problem in the Christian life is not that 
we don’t try hard enough to be good. It is that we haven’t thought out the deep implications of the gospel and 
applied its powerful reality to all parts to our life.  He writes that many Christians have come to believe that the 
key to deeper spiritual renewal and revival is “work harder.” The truth, however, is that real spiritual growth 
happens only as we continually rediscover the gospel.  
 
Tchividjian indicates that one of the helpful lessons Jonah’s story offers is the obvious one that you can’t out-
run God. He states that it is futile to try. It’s impossible to outpace his pursuing affection.  
 
Another lesson that Tchividjian pulls from Jonah’s story is that God’s mercy is massive. The storm tells us 
that God spares no expense in going after those who run away from Him.  He writes that whenever we try 
running from God, He’s committed to making our lives miserable – for our sakes. And so often, He’ll use 
some kind of storm to do it, not to punish but to mercifully intervene.  
 
Tchividjian writes that God’s second commissioning of Jonah lets us glimpse aspects of God’s amazing 
grace. As an example, God doesn’t hold grudges.  
 
Tchividjian writes that while our sin reaches far, God’s amazing grace reaches farther, and that God’s willing-
ness to forgive is infinitely bigger than our willingness to sin, something Jonah himself experienced.  
 
He goes on to write that God is God and I am not. God is big and I am small. That is the secret. When we re-
alize that He’s God and we’re not - that He’s massive and we’re minute – that’s all it takes for us to become a 
part of great and powerful God-things. Tchividjian tells us that God chooses defeated people to do dominant 
things. He writes that when we understand that our significance and identity are in Christ, we don’t have to 
win – we’re free to lose. The gospel frees us from the pressure to generate our own significance and mean-
ing. In Christ, our identity and significance are secure, which frees us up to give everything we have, because 
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in Christ we have everything we need.  
 
Tchividjian looks at a stark contrast in the story – the tribal mindset of Jonah versus the missional mindset of 
God. He states that these two mindsets involve fundamentally different values. The highest value of a com-
munity with a tribal mindset is self-preservation. A tribal community exists solely for itself, and those within it 
keep asking, “How can we protect ourselves from those who are different from us?” A tribal mindset is 
marked by an unbalanced patriotism. It typically elevates personal and cultural preferences to absolute princi-
ples: If everybody were more like us, this world would be a better place.  
 
In contrast, in a missional-minded community the highest value isn’t self-preservation but self-sacrifice. A mis-
sional community exists not primarily for itself but for others. It’s a community willing to be inconvenienced 
and discomforted, willing to expend itself for others on God’s behalf.  
 
Tchividjian writes that a tribal mindset is antithetical to the gospel. The gospel demands that we be missional, 
because the gospel is the story of God sacrificing Himself for His enemies.  
 
Jonah represents the best of a tribal mindset. Tchividjian calls him the trophy boy for tribalism. God, ever-
gracious, ever-pursuing, ever-compassionate – carries the trophy for mission-mindedness.  
 
Tchividjian states that the real tragedy is that by nature we are all tribal, in the root sense of being fundamen-
tally self-centered. We’re all convinced that if only everyone else was more like us, this world would enjoy 
smooth sailing. And because of that self-centeredness, our heart’s default mode is self-preservation, not self-
sacrifice. Our hearts naturally drift toward self-righteousness.  
 
Tchividjian writes that God’s message to his people through the life of this prophet is that we are all like Jo-
nah. We’re all great sinners – and God is a great Savior. Jonah’s story is God’s message of sin and grace, of 
desperation and deliverance. It’s a message that reveals how quick we are to run from God and how quick 
God is to run after us. It’s a message revealing that God’s capacity to forgive is greater than our capacity to 
sin; while our sin reaches far, God’s graces reaches farther. It’s a message revealing the radical contrast be-
tween the sinful heart of mankind and the gracious heart of mankind’s Creator.  
              
Tchividjian states that there is a “gigantesque” motif in the book of Jonah. He sees Jonah as a storied presen-
tation of the gospel that spotlights things that are large, things that are “great”. It especially reveals the expan-
siveness of three things – our sin, God’s grace, and God’s mission.  He states that there is nothing small 
about any of those.  
 
Tchividjian compares Jonah to the prodigal’s older brother, who thinks God owes him because he has kept all 
of the rules. He writes that the story of Jonah shows us that the gospel of the cross – the good news that God 
relentlessly pursues sinners in order to rescue them – is just as much for Christians as it is for non-Christians. 
He states that the gospel tracks down all runners – those who are in essence fleeing from God by trying  on 
their own  to be good (like so many inside the church), as well as those who flee God by living licentiously. 
Whichever direction we’re running, we all need the gospel.  
 
Tchividjian concludes the book by stating that in sending Jonah to sinful Nineveh God showed His boundless 
grace and faithfulness. But centuries later, God sent another messenger to sinful mankind. Only that messen-
ger went willingly and joyfully because He knew the heart of God.  Tchividjian writes that Jesus is all over the 
story of Jonah and as we truly see him there we’ll ap-
preciate Him all the more each time we listen to Him in 
the Gospels where, if our eyes and hearts are open 
wide, we’ll find ourselves more surprised than ever.  
 
To read Tullian Tchividjian’s story and access his ser-
mons you can go to the church Coral Ridge website at 
www.crpc.org  You can also subscribe to the Coral 
Ridge podcast on iTunes.    
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March 1 –  Michael W. Smith will be in concert at 7:00 pm at the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Decatur.  

March 10 –  Needtobreathe will bring The Reckoning Tour to the Pageant in St. Louis for an 8:00 pm con-
cert.     

March 18 –  the 2012 Winter Jam Tour comes to the Peoria Civic Center for a 6:00 pm show. Among the 
artists scheduled to perform are Skillet, Peter Furler (former lead singer of the Newsboys), 
Newsong, Sanctus Real and Building 429. Tickets are only sold at the door and are just $10.  

March 25 –  Michael Card will be in concert at Christ Church!!  

March 29 –  Michael Card joins Steve Green, Twila Paris and Wayne Watson for the Christian Classic Tour 
at the Virginia Theatre in Champaign.  

March 31 –  the 2012 Winter Jam Tour comes to the University of Illinois Assembly Hall for a 6:00 pm 
show. Among the artists scheduled to perform are Skillet, Peter Furler (former lead singer of 
the Newsboys), Newsong, Sanctus Real and Building 429. Tickets are only sold at the door 
and are just $10.   

May 4-5 –  the annual Agape Music Festival will be held in Greenville on the Bond Country Fairgrounds.  

 July 2-7 –  the annual Cornerstone Festival will be held in Bushnell.   

July 21-22 –  Ignite Fest will be held at the Schaumburg Baseball Stadium. Among the artists that will be 
performing are Toby Mac, Lecrae, Casting Crowns, Mercy Me, Jeremy Camp and Family 
Force Five.  
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Some of you may not be familiar with the music 
of Michael Card, who released his first album in 
1981. I was first introduced to Michael’s music as 
a new believer in 1983 with his three album series 
on the life of Christ, now available as The Life and 
then a three album series on the Old Testament, 
which is now available as An Invitation to Awe.  In 
most instances, Michael releases a book that corre-
sponds to the album. Over the years, he has re-
leased a book and album on the life of Peter, the 
books of Hebrews, Revelation and Luke, and the 
subject of Lament. On March 22 (the day before 
our weekend with Michael), he will release his 
latest book and album on the gospel of Mark.  
He has also released two albums of hymns, two 
albums of children’s lullabies and a Christmas al-
bum.   For those of you not familiar with Mi-
chael’s music, I would recommend The Ultimate 
Collection, a two-disc compilation of 24 of his 
best songs from earlier in his career.  For more 
information please visit Michael’s site at 
www.michaelcard.com 

You can order Michael Card’s new album and 
book on the Gospel of Mark (the theme for the Bib-
lical Imagination Conference at Christ Church) at:  
http://store.michaelcard.com/search.aspx?find=order 
 
They will both be released March 22. 
   
Michael Card's latest CD ~  
Mark: The Beginning of 
the Gospel 

 
  
 
 
 
Michael Card's latest book ~ 
Mark: The Gospel of Passion  
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Editor’s Picks for 2011 by Bill Pence ~ Here are my top picks for 2011 in a variety of categories:   
 
Picture with Coram Deo  ~ Top Picks (in no particular order):  
· Becky Barnes, Brie Arnold, Mimi Vance, Ethan Barnes and Kal Knapp reading Coram Deo in front of St. 

Peter’s Basilica  
· Les Ray, Kirk Ijams, Brad Barnes and Bill Wilson – Real Men reading and pondering Coram Deo with a 

good cigar  
· Michael Card being amazed by Coram Deo.  
· St. Francis statue (at OSF St. Francis in Peoria) holding Coram Deo – submitted by Christie Lyons   
  
Top Movies 
· The King’s Speech (opened nationally in 2010,but not locally until 2011)  
· Moneyball  
· The Help  
· Hugo  
· The Descendents  
  
Honorable Mention (in no particular order):  
War Horse    
Mission Impossible: The Ghost Protocol  
Jane Eyre  
The Lincoln Lawyer  
Sherlock Holmes  
Tangled  
Rango  
Source Code  
Win Win  
Super 8  
Arthur Christmas  
Midnight in Paris  
Winnie the Pooh  
Captain America: The First Avenger  
  
  
Top Books – This list reflects books that I read in 2011, some of which were published prior to 2011.  
· Jesus + Nothing = Everything by Tullian Tchividjian  
· Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand  
· Bonhoeffer: Martyr, Prophet, Spy; A Righteous Gentile vs. The Third Reich by Eric Metaxas   
  
Honorable Mention (in no particular order): 
Luke: The Gospel of Amazement by Michael Card  
Erasing Hell: What God Said about Eternity & the Things We Made Up by Francis Chan and Preston Sprinkle  
John MacArthur: Servant of the Word and Flock by Iain H. Murray  
Bloodlines: Race, Cross and the Christian by John Piper  
Slave: The Hidden Truth About Your Identity in Christ by John MacArthur  
Surprised by Grace: God’s Relentless Pursuit of Rebels by Tullian Tchividjian  
Stan Musial: An American Life by George Vecsey  
Tempted and Tried: Temptation and the Triumph of Christ by Russell Moore  
The Last Hero: A Life of Henry Aaron by Howard Bryant  
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Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 2  
The Muppets  
 
Dishonorable Mention (in no particular order):  
Happy Feet Too  
J. Edgar  
Cowboys and Aliens  
Little Fockers  
Sanctum  
Just Go with It  
The Green Hornet  
Dream House  
The Fifth Quarter  
Courageous – Note: A good message, but poorly acted.  
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Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memoir of Family by Condoleezza Rice  
The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God by Tim Keller 

with Kathy Keller  
King’s Cross: The Story of the World in the Life of Jesus by Tim Keller   
The Next Story: Life and Faith after the Digital Explosion by Tim Challies  
Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination That Changed America Forever by Bill O’Reilly and Martin 

Dugard  
EntreLeadership: 20 Years of Practical Business Wisdom from the Trenches by Dave Ramsey  
Our Great God and Savior by Eric Alexander   
Christians Get Depressed Too by David Murray  
Everyday Prayers by Scotty Smith  
  
Dishonorable Mention – This list reflects two books that I did not read (didn’t want to waste my time doing 
so). I am making this assessment based on consistent reviews by those I respect. Listed in order of importance.  
Love Wins: A Book about Heaven, Hell and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell   
Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back by Todd Burpo with 
Lynn Vincent  
  
Best Song:  
· Restless - Switchfoot  
  
Honorable Mention (in no particular order):  
Windows are Rolled Down - Amos Lee  
Waiting on Christmas Day – Paul Simon  
10,000 Reasons - Matt Redman  
I Love that Girl - John Hiatt  
Able - Needtobreathe  
 Drive All Night – Needtobreathe  
 
Best Album:  
· Vice Verses - Switchfoot  
  
Honorable Mention (in no particular order):  
Mission Bell - Amos Lee  
So Beautiful and So What – Paul Simon  
Luke: The World Turned Upside Down  - Michael Card  
Rehab - Lecrae  
The Reckoning - Needtobreathe  
  
Best Concerts  
· Paul McCartney at Wrigley Field  
· U2 at Busch Stadium  
  
Honorable Mention (in no particular order):   
Chris Tomlin in Springfield  
Jars of Clay – in Normal and Peoria  
Fernando Ortega at Wesley United Methodist Church  
Michael Card at Fairlawn Mennonite Church in Apple Creek, Ohio   
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Jesus – Amos Lee  
God’s Not Dead (Like a Lion) - Newsboys  
Vice Verses – Switchfoot  
Where I Belong – Switchfoot  
Our God – Chris Tomlin with Lecrae  
Boasting - Lecrae  

God's Not Dead – Newsboys  
Faroe Islands – Russ Taff  
Christmas - Michael Buble  
On Fire - Peter Furler  
Come Down O Love Divine - Fernando Ortega  
Here for You – 2011 Passion Conference   
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Best Podcast  ~ Steve Brown, etc.   
 
Best Conferences (in no particular order):   
· Biblical Imagination Conference on Luke with Michael Card in Apple Creek, Ohio  
· 2012 Ligonier Ministries National Conference in Orlando, Florida  
  
Top Sports Moment ~ St. Louis Cardinals winning the 2011 World Series  
  

Reader’s Choice Awards for 2011 
Mrs. Editor, Tammy Pence 
Best movies: (in order)  
Midnight in Paris 
The Help 
Hugo 
Jane Eyre 
  
Julie Pence (Editor’s sister in law) 
Top Picks:  
The Help 
The Fighter 
The Kings' Speech 
Sherlock Holmes 
Lincoln Lawyers 
Thor 
Muppets 
We Bought a Zoo 
Crazy Stupid Love 
Bridesmaids 
  
Mark Williams (Editor’s nephew): 
Top Picks: Hugo, The Descendants, Jane Eyre, Bridesmaids. 
 
Jana Gunther (Editor’s niece) 
Top Picks:  The Help, The adjustment bureau, The Lincoln Lawyer, Horrible Bosses, Crazy Stupid Love, 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 2 (best)   
Worst: Bad Teacher, Cowboys vs. Aliens, J. Edgar (worst)  
 
Annie Bauman (Editor’s aunt)   
Top Picks:  Descendants, Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Midnight in Paris, Sherlock Holmes, The Help, War 
Horse  
Worst:  Jack and Jill; Alvin and the Chipmunks 
  
Teri Williams (Editor’s sister in law) 
Best (in order)  
Midnight in Paris 
The Help 
Super 8 
Hugo 
The Ides of March 
Harry Potter 
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Worst movies: (in order)  
Courageous  
Dinner with the Schmucks 
Cowboys and Aliens 
J Edgar 

Worst: 
The Descendents 
The Dilema 
Hall Pass 
Rango 
Horrible Bosses 
Hoodwinked 2 
I don't know how she does it 

Worst  
J. Edgar 
Cowboys and Aliens  
Dream House   
The Debt 
The Conspirator 
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Mike Pence (Editor’s brother)  
Best:  
Sherlock Holmes 
Transformers 3 
Planet of the Apes 
Thor 
The Muppets 
 
Worst:  
The Dilemma 
The Descendents. 
 
Tony Gunther (Editor’s niece’s husband) 
Best: (in no particular order) 
The Help 
Moneyball 
Super 8 
Bridesmaids (I watched it, I’m ashamed, but I didn’t stop laughing) 
Harry Potter and Deathly Hallows Pt II 
Thor 
Horrible Bosses 
The Adjustment Bureau 
The Lincoln Lawyer 
  
Worst: 
J Edgar 
Bad Teacher 
Cowboys and Aliens 
The Tree of Life 
The Hangover Pt II (I watched it, I’m ashamed, and I wish I never saw it) 
 
Al Williams (Editor’s brother in law) 
Best (roughly in order): 
Midnight in Paris 
The Help 
Super 8 
Harry Potter 
The Ides of March 
Hugo 
 
Jason Halm (friend of the Editor)  
Top Picks: 
Crazy Stupid Love 
Moneyball 
Hugo 
Ides of March 
Captain America 
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Worst (worst first, but all just bad or boring): 
J. Edgar 
Cowboys and Aliens (2nd half) 
Dream House (2nd half) 
Jane Eyre 
The Debt 
The Conspirator 

Adjustment Bureau 
Mission Impossible 
Captain America 
Midnight in Paris 
Source Code 

Worst:  
Transformers: Dark Side of the Moon 
Your Highness 
Green Lantern 
Season of the Witch 
Zookeeper 
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 
www.christchurchpca.org �  office@christchurchpca.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 11-2 
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	Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   Bob@christchurchpca.org 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   David@christchurchpca.org 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   Jeff@christchurchpca.org 

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Don Lusk…………..663-9131  
Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 

Bill Pence………… 452-5438 
Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 

Dustin Webb……….287-1147  
Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 

 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 

Chris Evans………. 827-7088 
Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 

Dave Helling……..  862-3510 
Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 

Roy Lyons…………533-4635  
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……    662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 

Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Jeff, Pastor Duane, Art Moser, Katrina 
Mitchell, The Swigers, Bob Force, Pete Avery, Krista Kuniyoshi, Gary Ayers, Tim Challies, Mike & Julie 
Pence, Al, Teri & Mark Williams, Annie Bauman, Tony & Jana Gunther, Jason Halm and Doug Michael. 
 

Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the March issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, February 28. 
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