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small thought about music 
Art Moser 
 
 Although for most of my formative years we had no musical instruments 
in our house, I had an interest in music.  One of my earliest memories is of sit-
ting on my father’s lap in a rocking chair on the back porch as he sang mostly 
folk songs and mostly in German, songs like “Lightly Row”, “Ach Du Lieber 
Augustine” and “Im Wald und auf Der Heide”.  My mother often sang as she was 
doing her household chores, often hymns from our church and some songs from 
her growing up years in the gay 90’s, songs like “She’s Only a Bird in a Gilded 
Cage” or the melancholy “In the Baggage Car Behind.” 
 
 There were no instruments in our church, either.  All singing was a cap-

pella, but that meant one learned early to sing parts.  Our high school music teacher was so intrigued by that 
that he visited our church at times just to hear the singing. 
 
 We had good music education in our elementary and high schools even though it was in the depths of 
the “Great Depression”.  I sang in the high school choir and later during World War II in a quartet at our 
chapel on Tinian.  There we even sang for church services for the Koreans whom the Japanese had con-
scripted for forced labor in their sugar cane fields.  In college, I sang in choirs and glee clubs whenever I 
could. 
 
 So it was with a high level of expectation Millie and I went to a concert recently presented by the Mil-
likin University Choir at Trinity Lutheran Church in Peoria.  We were not disappointed; it was magnificent, 
probably the best college choir concert I have ever heard.  One thing which made it stand out was the un-
usual variety of songs they presented and the way in which they captured the essence of the different cul-
tures represented in their music. 
 
 This will not be a review of the concert, but a sharing of some things which impressed me as we lis-
tened to and participated in the music.  Most of their music was sacred and unaccompanied. 
 
 They began with Psalm 100, a great psalm of praise.  The musical setting was written by a contempo-
rary Japanese composer and clearly had Asian overtones but it evoked a sense of praise along with excite-
ment and joy.  Portions of Psalm 98 and Psalm 150:6 were presented in different settings:  by German com-
posers:  Hugo Distler, a contemporary, Felix Mendelssohn, and J. S. Bach.  This broad variety of styles, each 
significantly different from the others, nevertheless evoked a common feeling of praise and joy. 
 
 The choir presented three Christmas carols, Welsh, Mexican, and African.  With the lights down and 
the choir members holding candles, the haunting sounds of the Welsh music brought a sense of quietness 
and awe.  Similarly, the Mexican carol, a song about the Christ child accompanied only by a soft acoustical 
guitar, was peaceful and gentle.  The lights went up for the African song.  Beginning with a soft “Noel” by a 
male duet with an echo from the balcony, gradually but with increasing intensity the entire choir joined in.  
Soon they were milling around the whole front of the church, singing with gusto, clapping, and inviting the au-
dience to clap with them.  Typically African with bongos and other percussion, the music swept us all up into 
the excitement. 
 
 There were other songs in which everyone seemed to be caught up.  A Latvian composer wrote a trib-
ute to Mother Teresa, “A Drop in the Ocean”, which was remarkable for the spellbinding, entirely choral imita-
tion of the sounds of the seashore, complete with waves and sea gulls.  In contrast, the second was a Scot-
tish song sung in Gaelic, a song from the Scotch-English wars, with small groups stepping out from the choir 
singing out challenges in very strong, dynamic phrases, conveying intense feelings of anger and defiance. 
 
 We are influenced by the music to which we listen.  British poet William Congreve, in The Mourning 
Bride, written in1697, said 



�

:  Musick has Charms to sooth a savage Breast, 
  To soften Rocks, or bend a knotted Oak.1 
  
 Music evokes worship.  We can worship using many kinds of music and it doesn’t have to be 
“religious”.  The Medieval Church used unison singing by males only, the Russian Church has deep, sono-
rous harmonies, Luther introduced congregational singing and was not above using barroom tunes as a ba-
sis, Bach expanded that tradition, Watts and Wesley carried it to England, Sankey introduced Gospel Hymns, 
and the Jesus movement brought new hymns and praise songs.  Worship evokes music. 
 
 Bach wrote instrumental suites which were divided into parts, each one labeled with a dance rhythm.  
He wrote on each suite “Deo Gloria”, Glory to God.  His music is delightful enough to evoke worship.  The 
music from his totally secular “Coffee Cantata” sounds as sacred as his “A Mighty Fortress” cantata. 
 
 Music affects us one way or another.  It can lift us up, inspire us, cause us to worship God.  Music can 
also pull us down, devour us, lead us away from God.  But whatever music we choose to listen to, to play, or 
to create, we cannot ignore its effects on us. 
 
 The psalmist says, 
  Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
  praise him with the harp and lyre, 
  praise him with tambourine and dancing, 
  praise him with the strings and flute, 
  praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
  praise him with resounding cymbals. 
  Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 
  Praise the LORD.2    
We are not limited in the music we use to praise God.  So praise him with whatever music lifts your heart to 
him. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
1.  www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/252000.html 
2. Psalm 150:4-6 
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If you have a question for Pastor Bob, just send it to bntpence@msn.com.�
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I meet with a group of men most every Thursday morning for breakfast.  Recently this January, it 

was just two of us.  We were talking about the previous year and of the one to come.  I don’t know about 
you, but I’m not a big one for resolutions, never have been.  No real fear or compelling reason for not 
making one, I just never took that part too seriously. However, this good friend reminded me from scrip-
ture of our place/purpose here on Earth, specifically in Bloomington. 
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It is one of the great doxologies so often used, it’s a wonderful statement of comfort, but I think 

I’m going to make it my New Year’s Resolution to meditate and ponder on this verse for its richness and 
depth. 

The passage is of particular encouragement for it is easy these days to slip into a mood of con-
cern for our current condition as a nation, or into bitterness towards those we feel have brought hardship 
on us, or into anger which can often lead us to think less kindly of others.  How we respond to our cir-
cumstances and how we interact with others around us reflects our view of God, as well as our reliance 
on and trust in Him and our desire to be a vessel for Christ. 
 

I dug up a sermon on this passage preached by Charles Spurgeon and he summed up things so 
well: 

“Praise Him by your patience in pain, by your perseverance in duty, by your generosity in His 
cause, by your boldness in testimony, by your consecration to His work.  Praise Him not only this morn-
ing in what you do for Him in your offerings, but praise Him every day by doing something for God in 
all sorts of ways, according to the manner in which He has been pleased to bless you. 
 If you will meditate upon this text this afternoon, “of Him and through Him and to Him, are all 
things,” I am sure you will be led to fall on your knees with the Apostle and say, “to Him be glory for-
ever,” and then you will rise up and practically, in your life, give Him honor, putting the “Amen” to this 
doxology by your own individual service of your great and gracious Lord.” 
 
It’s a great passage to raise up to the Lord each day; ponder on each element of it 
 

FOR FROM HIM AND THROUGH HIM 
AND TO HIM ARE ALL THINGS  

TO HIM BE GLORY FOREVER  AMEN and AMEN 
 

 
As so well stated in the Westminster Shorter Catechism: 
Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
 
 

�����	����	������ 	!"		�#��	$#���%	
�

Nothing Profound, Just Trying to  
Set My Mind and Heart For 2011 
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Reflections on a Week at Covenant Seminary by Bill Pence 
 

For the fourth January in a row, I spent a week in the St. Louis Marriot West for a week of classes at 
Covenant Seminary during the January term. This year’s course was “Studies in Jeremiah” with Dr. 
Robert Yarbrough. Dr. Yarbrough had taught at Covenant in the early 1990’s before leaving for Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois. He returned to Covenant in 2010. He preached one 
Sunday at Christ Church in 1995 and also participated in Pastor Bob’s ordination service, in which the 
text was from the book of Jeremiah.  
There were more than 75 students in the class, among them some friends ~ Jan from Florida and Todd 
from Nebraska. I was pleasantly surprised to see Anselm (Andy) Wooden from Christ Church in the class 
as well as Josh Desch, husband of Betsy, daughter of Gary and Farole Haluska. I’m always impressed 
with how sharp the young men and women of Covenant are, as I got a chance to meet some of them as we 
participated in small group activities in addition to listening to Dr. Yarbrough’s lectures. All in all it was a 
tiring, but wonderful week of studying the book of Jeremiah.    
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Essential Truths of the Christian Faith  
 

This month we continue our study of theology by looking at the topic of the intermediate state from R.C. 
Sproul’s book Essential Truths of the Christian Faith, published by Tyndale House Publishers (reprinted with 
permission). You can find out more about the books Tyndale publishes at www.tyndale.com 
 

“She is not dead, but sleeping” (Luke 8:52). Jesus made this comment about Jairus’s daughter when He was 
about to raise her from the dead. Frequently the Bible refers to death by the figure of “sleep.” Because of this 
image, some have concluded that the New Testament teaches the doctrine of soul sleep.  
 

Soul sleep is usually described as a kind of temporary suspended animation of the soul between the moment of 
personal death and the time when our bodies will be resurrected. When our bodies are raised from the dead, the 
soul is awakened to begin conscious personal continuity in heaven. Though centuries may pass between death 
and final resurrection, the “sleeping” soul will have no conscious awareness of the passing of time. Our transi-
tion from death to heaven will seem to be instantaneous.  
 

Soul sleep represents a departure from orthodox Christianity. It remains, however, as a firmly entrenched mi-
nority report among Christians. The traditional view is called the intermediate state. This view holds that at 
death, the believer’s soul goes immediately to be with Christ to enjoy a continuous, conscious, personal exis-
tence while awaiting the final resurrection of the body. When the Apostle’s Creed speaks of the “resurrection 
of the body,” it is not referring to the resurrection of Christ’s human body (which is also affirmed in the Creed) 
but to the resurrection of our bodies at the last day.  
 

But what happens in the meantime? The classical view is that at death the souls of believers are immediately 
glorified. They are made perfect in holiness and enter immediately into glory. Their bodies, however, remain 
in the grave, awaiting final resurrection.  
 

Jesus promised the thief on the cross that “today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Those who 
support the concept of soul sleep argue that Jesus could not have meant that He would meet the thief in para-
dise that very day because Jesus would be dead for three days and He had not yet ascended. Although Christ’s 
ascension had indeed not occurred and His body certainly was in the grave, He had not commended His spirit 
to the Father. We are assured that at the moment of His death, the soul of Jesus went to Paradise as He de-
clared. Soul sleep advocates argue that most English editions of the Bible have misplaced the comma. They 
read it this way: “I say to you today, you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
 

With this change in punctuation the “today” then refers to the time Jesus is speaking rather than the time Jesus 
will meet the thief in Paradise. The punctuation is unlikely, however. It was perfectly obvious to the thief on 
what day Jesus was conversing with him. It was hardly necessary for Jesus to say He was speaking “today.” 
This waste of words for a man grasping for breath in the throes of crucifixion is highly unlikely. Rather, con-
sistent with the rest of the biblical evidence to the intermediate state (see especially Philippians 1:19-26 and 2 
Corinthians 5:1-10), the promise to the thief is that he would be reunited with Christ in Paradise that very day.  
 

The state of the believer after death is both different and better than what we experience in this life, though not 
as different or as blessed as it will be in the final resurrection. In the intermediate state we will enjoy the conti-
nuity of conscious personal existence in the presence of Christ.  
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Mankind’s probation ends at death. Our ultimate destiny is decided when we die. There is no hope of a second 
chance of repentance after death, and there is no place of purging such as purgatory to improve our future con-
dition. For the believer, death is immediate emancipation from the conflict and turmoil of this life as we enter 
into our state of blessedness.  
 

Though death brings rest to the soul and the Bible often refers to death by the euphemism of sleep, it is not 
proper to assume that in the intermediate state the soul sleeps or that we remain unconscious or in a state of 
suspended animation until the final resurrection.  
 

Summary:  
1. Soul sleep affirms a period of unconscious “suspended animation” of the soul between the death and 

the final resurrection. It is a departure from orthodox Christianity.  
2. The intermediate state refers to our conscious presence with Christ in heaven as disembodied souls, 

between death and the resurrection of our bodies.  
3. The intermediate state is better than our present state but not as wonderful as our final state.  
4. There is no second chance of repentance after death. 

  
Next month we’ll look at the last resurrection.        

 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by Pastor Jeff McCord – Jonathan recently spoke at our men’s conference. 
 

 Imagine Your Children  
by Jonathan Dodson 

As a single and as a young husband, I stood in awe of parents. 
They seemed so grown up, so mature, so together. I recall the 
passing comment of a mentor and father of five who shared 
the news of his wife's last pregnancy as "bringing an eternal 
soul into the world." The spiritual sobriety of his perspective 
made me marvel at parenthood even more. 
From a distance, parenthood can appear as the next step in 
human maturity — adolescent, college student, young adult, 
married person, parent. (For some reason, popular perception 
of empty-nesters doesn't translate to the final step in maturity.) 
Those without children tend to view those with children as 
wiser, more responsible human beings. 

Are we then to conclude that true maturity comes with parenthood? Hardly. We can all tell stories of the par-
ents who let their kids get away with anything, and who at times seemed more immature than their kids. Fur-
thermore, two kids into fatherhood, I can vouch that there is nothing magically maturing about parenthood. 
However, if we are to parent well, some level of maturity is necessary. Perhaps even more important is the 
willingness for a parent to mature as a person with their kids, a challenge well captured by Dan Allender in his 
book How Children Raise Parents.1 Indeed, if we are willing to learn along with our children, parenthood may 
prove to be a maturing, even transforming experience. On the other hand, disengaged or duty-driven parent-
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ing can easily prove to be a paralyzing and heart-hardening experience. Regardless of how you parent, one 
thing is certain: Raising children will bring its fair share of fear and frustration. 
The challenges of parenthood begin before the baby is born! The nine months before birth are a microcosm 
of the liberties and limitations of parenthood. Sonograms, name selection, baby room shopping, morning sick-
ness, loss of time, money, and sleep all transpire in those few months — serving as an introduction to the di-
verse joys and pains of parenting. Fear sets in early on. Will the baby be born healthy or at all? How will we 
financially support another person? What about breast-feeding and diaper-changing? How will my spouse 
change? What if I screw up my kid? Can I do this? 
 

Depending on how we respond to these questions, fear of failure can result in earnest preparation or personal 
paralysis. 
 

After the baby is born and the novelty and sleep deprivation wear off, our fears can quickly turn into frustra-
tions. While I trembled at the thought of guiding and providing for our second child before she was born, after-
wards I found myself incredibly annoyed and frustrated with Ellie's incessant crying. Pre-birth fears too easily 
turn into post-partum frustration. As a result, questions begin to cascade. Why won't that baby just shut up? 
How am I supposed to work on three hours of sleep? Why won't my child just obey me the first time? What 
happened to my wife/husband? Where did all my free time go? Who am I? How do I respond to that? 
The various frustrations encountered in parenting can quickly turn into anger or despair in lament over the 
loss of past freedoms. We discover just how much pre-parenthood personal freedom we had when we lose 
sleep, time with our spouses, time to see movies, to have dinner out, to enjoy quiet coffee shop reading and 
reflection, and time with friends. 
 

Depending on how we respond, frustration over freedoms lost can lead to personal reformation or deep-
seated resentment. 
 

How are we to redemptively engage our parental fears and frustrations? How much of our fear and frustration 
is valid? How much is invalid? How can frustration lead to redemption instead of resentment? In the space 
that remains, let's explore some of these gut-level questions with the aim of shedding light on what it looks 
like to parent by faith in the midst of fear and frustration. 
 

Fear of Failure Parenting  
In the months leading up the birth of our first child, Owen, something radical happened. All of a sudden, my 
strolls through bookshops led me not down the usual Theology, Literature and Sociology aisles, but quickly 
into the Family and Parenting section. Fearful of parental failure, I was willing to learn from anyone. My read-
ing was not limited to the subjects of children and fathers, but even extended to literature on motherhood. 
I can remember an afternoon spent at Barnes & Noble, where I scoured the racks for wisdom. Consumed by 
the fear of failing as a father, I desperately picked up the camo-colored New Dad's Survival Guide: Man-to-
Man Advice for First-Time Fathers by Scott Mactavish. I didn't have a clue who Scott was, but I knew I was 
both a first-timer and in need of survival tips. 
Fear jump-started my parental preparation. I began to line my utility belt with as many survival tips as possi-
ble. I soon called a weekly meeting for expecting fathers to plow through the emotional, spiritual and practical 
issues of fatherhood. I frantically looked for post-graduate job placement and began to budget with a passion. 
Through earnest preparation I sought to stamp out my parental fear. 
This is not every parent's response. Other soon-to-be parents encounter personal paralysis when considering 
the thought of becoming a parent. Feelings and thoughts of failure to meet our children's emotional, social 
and physical needs converge, sending an arrow of inadequacy and inability straight to the heart. Add to that 
shot the tremor of being spiritually responsible for an eternal soul and the wincing pain of the financial de-
mands of caring for another family member. 
Some of us respond by spending untold hours worrying instead of sleeping, hardening instead of embracing 
the in-breaking reality of parenthood. We fear that we will repeat our parents' failures, and conclude that 
somehow we are hard-wired for second-rate parenting. What are we to do with these responses? Is prepara-
tion the strong, godly response and paralysis the weak, ungodly response? How should we engage these 
fears? 
 

You Don't Have What It Takes  
John Eldredge would have us believe that, for fathers, the most important question we can ask and answer 
for ourselves and our sons is "Do I have what it takes?"2 He argues that most of us don't realize that we are 
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built for fatherhood and that we need to know, as our sons need to know, that we have what it takes. Although 
Eldredge is right in pointing out that mothers and fathers have been given the natural equipment to parent, he 
underestimates the bent motivations we have in parenting. To be sure, Eldredge directs the wounded parent 
to the healing Christ but only to get us back on track in the task of child affirmation. As a result, his model of 
parenting can become task-based, neglecting the sinful issues of the parental heart. 
The reality is that we really don't have what it takes to parent for the glory of God and the good of our chil-
dren. Our natural equipment for instruction, discipline, care, and love is in disrepair; we can't consistently and 
accurately instruct, discipline, care and love our children, even if we have received the love of God in Christ. 
In dark and honest moments, we will daydream of life without children. Time and again, our children push us 
to the limits of our love, and we cross the line of selfish anger or embittered depression. We will spank or yell 
out of spite, not mercy and love. We do not have what it takes to parent our children. 
The godly response to our paralyzing fear is not to pat ourselves on our backs and repeat to ourselves that 
we have what it takes, nor is it to counter our parental limitations with earnest preparation. Instead, we need 
to redemptively confront our fears. If we respond to fear-motivated preparation and personal paralysis with a 
you-have-what-it-takes attitude, we bypass the heart, where our fears fester. Though diligent preparation and 
careful concern can be a godly response to the task of parenting, it is the heart that determines the righteous-
ness of our actions. Related to this fact is the reality that our children see our hearts as well as our actions 
and act out of their own impure motives. More than success is at stake, our hearts, parent's and child's, are 
on the table in the privilege of parenting. If we are to parent well, then we will need more than task-based sur-
vival tips and emotional pats on the back. We need the gospel to redemptively engage our fears ... and our 
frustrations. 
 
Frustration and Parenting  
Fear isn't the only obstacle we encounter in parenting. Frustration over failures and freedoms lost often haunt 
us. Of course, we don't always understand this dynamic when we snap at our children. Unlike our son, a 
sleep-through-the-night poster child, our daughter has taken a cry-through-the-night approach. For a while, 
this was both her day job and her night job. She was what you might ambiguously refer to as colicky. Need-
less to say, I have not fared well. More than once I have lost my patience with Ellie's unpleasant, incessant 
crying. 
Consider this scenario. It is evening, after a long day at work. Owen is in bed but Ellie is hungry, so I feed her, 
wrap her, and put her in the swing in hopes of some silent time to myself. Five minutes later, her blood-
curdling cry severs the silence. I swiftly return to her with sucker in hand to plug up the noise. (Oh the sucker, 
a tease for both parent and child, which only provides temporary and fleeting relief.) Another five minutes go 
by and out comes the sucker along with the screams, only this time they are louder and shriller. This cycle 
repeats about twenty times, and I lose it. I huffily run in to the room, swiftly pick up Ellie, and with a couple 
shakes I angrily reason with her: "Ellie why won't you go to sleep? You have already eaten!" Minutes, if not 
seconds later, I am beside myself. How could I lose my temper with my six week old baby? 
In the same scenario my wife responds differently. Instead of getting angry, she patiently returns again and 
again, speaking sweet words into our daughter's ear. How does she do it? In loving motherly despair. The 
next day, she is beside herself in despondency. I receive a call at work. She tells me she just can't do "it" any-
more. She tells me she can't escape and asks me who she has become and if I can come home and help. 
She thinks to herself, "I am a terrible mother." 
As our children grow, the scenarios change but the challenges remain somewhat the same. In this challenge, 
what are we to do with our frustrations? Talking these things through with my wife has been enlightening. She 
has suggested that, perhaps part of the reason I can get so upset with our helpless six week old, is that I can 
not fix her crying. All my earnest preparation, my swaddling techniques, and carefully situated suckers fail in 
soothing my daughter's cry. My response to the frustration is to fix things. But is the problem really that I can 
not fix my daughter's colic? 
The problem is deeper than mister fix-it masculinity. You see, when I am confronted with the fact that I do not 
have the power to fix my problems, I am forced to recognize that I do not have what it takes. Furthermore, my 
inability to control my daughter's crying results in less free time, time to do what I want to do. In these mo-
ments, my inability to fix the problem and my frustration from lost freedom combine to produce a powder keg 
of anger. 
For my wife, the problem goes deeper than feminine frailty. When she encounters the challenges of parent-
ing, it easy to mistakenly equate lost freedom with loss of identity. Though she is no longer able to carry on all 
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her hobbies and friendships with pre-parenthood potency, she has not lost her identity, but it is being trans-
formed. Her loss of freedom makes her feel trapped. In turn, her trapped feelings associated with motherhood 
lead to guilt over passionless parenting. She doesn't have what it takes to be a good mother. 
Faith and Parenting  
In these moments, we are asking another question: "Can I have my own way?"3 Our will is pitted against 
God's will. In his providence, we have reached a juncture in which personal freedom must give way to paren-
tal duty, and we fight it with every fiber of our being. Why? Because there are places in our hearts over which 
we have hung the teenager's sign, "My Room. Do Not Enter." These are rooms where the dirty laundry of our 
hearts reeks of selfishness. We want to parent on our terms and when our terms aren't met, we get bitter or 
despondent. 
When our freedoms are removed, our idols are revealed. For some it may be the idolatry of time — I want to 
do what I want to do. For others, the idolatry of identity — I'm not just a mother! In these heart-wrenching mo-
ments, when we sense a loss of freedom, God is bringing us to himself through our children. It is when we 
find ourselves acting like children, defiantly insisting on our own way, that God wants to meet us. His aim is to 
show us our sinful rebellion against his way and lead us to repentance and renewal. With the outstretched 
arms of the Spirit and the Son, the Father calls us away from bitterness and despondency into the happiness 
of communion with the Trinity. God wants to lead us from frustration into fellowship with him by showing us 
that we do not have what it takes and that we can not always get our own way. Instead, through the frustra-
tions of parenting, God seeks to magnify his sufficiency by releasing his perfect power and love in and 
through us to bless us and our children. In those moments of weakness, he wants to give us his strength, 
knowing that we become true parents when we are truly dependent on him. 
 

How then do we become mature parents, parents who parent redemptively? 
 

Redemptive Parenting  
In order to avoid parent-centered parenting, parenting which idolizes our freedoms and fears, mothers and 
fathers must be displaced from parenting. Instead of taking charge, Christ must take center stage in our par-
enting. Perhaps the biggest lie we have believed is that our lives are a story about ourselves and that our 
families exist to serve our needs. The first step in Christ-centered parenting is to repent of parent-centered 
parenting, of placing ourselves first in our families and in our lives. 
Second, rejoice that God has created you to parent. Genesis 1:28 informs us that we were made and blessed 
in order to parent: "And God blessed them. And God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.'" 
Why fill the earth with children? Genesis 1:26 informs us that Adam and Eve were made in the image of the 
triune God: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...." At the very least, this tells us that our par-
enting is a part of a grander story, a story whose plotline includes filling the earth with images of God, of his 
glory. As parents, we have been given the glorious task of participating in the spreading and shaping of the 
divine image of God's glory on earth, through raising our children. 
Third, recognize and receive God's provision for all your parental and personal failures past, present, and fu-
ture. As the story of Scripture makes plain, our ability to live and parent for God's glory has been damaged by 
sin, sins of fear and of frustration, which diminish God's glory: "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God" (Rom 3.23). Consider pausing now to repent of making much of yourself in parenting and in life, and 
receive the restorative forgiveness of God in Christ: "To him (Christ) all the prophets bear witness that every-
one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name" (Acts 10:43). If we choose to believe 
in ourselves, that we have what it takes, then we reject our role in this story told by the prophets, a story of 
rescue and redemption. By relying on fix-it masculinity or wallowing in feminine frailty, we throw off God's re-
demptive plan to restore his image in us and insist that we remain on center stage, no matter how strong or 
pathetic we may look. 
Fourth, claim and display the power of God's new creation. As forgiven parents, we are not cleaned up and 
left powerless to parent. The damaged image of God in us and our children can be restored and renewed to 
display the glory of Christ as his new creation. Those who believe in Jesus have "put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator" (Col 3:10). By experiencing this image renewal, we 
align ourselves with the redemptive story, participating in the grace of God for the glory of God. Thus, the 
Spirit of God empowers us to live and parent like God in Christ. The power of this image-renewing work, in 
turn, produces God-centered parents who patiently and redemptively raise their children to keep Jesus on 
center stage in their own lives. 
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This side of the new creation, fear and frustration will never entirely disappear from our hearts. Redemption is 
a project. In fact, fears and frustrations will undoubtedly cycle in and out, manifesting themselves differently 
depending on what stage of life our children are in. However, by confessing our fears and frustrations and re-
penting of our pride and despondency, we can live in the richness of God's forgiveness and the power of his 
new creation, displaying the beauty of God's redemptive love for us and our children. In turn, we will honor 
our heavenly Father and help our children learn to struggle well with their own fears and frustrations. By di-
verting our eyes from fears and freedoms and turning them to all that God is for us in Jesus through the Spirit, 
we will gain more strength and freedom, joy and peace than ten thousand babysitters could ever offer! 

* * * 
NOTES 
 
1. Dan Allender, How Children Raise Parents: The Art of Listening to Your Family (Colorado Springs: Water-

Brook Press, 2003).  
2. John Eldredge, You Have What It Takes: What Every Father Needs to Hear (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

2004).  
3. This is second of two diagnostic questions proposed by Dan Allender. His first question is: "Am I loved?" 

This question gives a biblical twist to Eldredge's man-centered question: "Do I have what it takes?" In How 
Children Raise Parents, Allender charts the four different ways we can answer this combinations of ques-
tions, pointing out that only answers that provide a biblical path to parenting — "Yes you are loved, and 
no, you may not have your own way."  
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BOOK REVIEW        
Art Moser 
 
Heaven by Randy Alcorn.  Tyndale House, 2004.  473 pages plus Preface, Introduction, two Appendices, 
Notes, Bibliography, Scripture Index, Name Index, and Subject Index. 
 
 For a long time I have shied away from books about heaven because I felt that the Scriptures do not 
present enough indisputable information for an author to make clear and valid claims about it.  One day, wait-
ing for my wife at Borders, I picked up this book and read the Preface, Introduction, and first chapter.  I was 
sufficiently intrigued to purchase it. 
 
 It is not usual to begin a review with a book’s appendices, but in this case it might be helpful   Early 
on, Alcorn introduces a term he coined, Christoplatonism, which he uses frequently.  When you run across it, 
if you’re not sure what he’s talking about, stop and read Appendix A.  He does a good job of explaining what 
he means and why it is a disturbing concept in some versions of Christian theology. 
 
 Appendix B explains Alcorn’s methods of biblical interpretation from which he draws his pictures of 
heaven.  He is very much a literalist; I am much less so.  Many things which he feels need to be interpreted 
literally I think better lend themselves to a more symbolic or metaphorical interpretation.  As a result, some of 
the pictures he draws of heaven are not the way I would draw them.  To understand his viewpoint and why he 
describes things as he does, it might be wise to read this appendix somewhere in the process. 
 
 Alcorn’s major theme, which he continues to develop throughout the book, is the assurance that 
heaven is not some spiritualized existence as so often portrayed in cartoons:  floating on clouds and playing 
harps in an otherworldly environment.  Rather, he emphasizes that our eternal life will be played out in our 
resurrected bodies on a redeemed and restored earth in the presence of the Father and the Son.  (He says 
almost nothing about the Holy Spirit.)  This emphasis on the physical reality of heaven is perhaps the strong-
est and most important aspect of the book.  If anything, he repeats the argument so many times and in so 
many contexts that it sometimes seems repetitious.  (He might have saved 100 or so pages of a rather long 
book by eliminating some of the repetition!)  But he feels, and I agree, it must be strongly emphasized be-
cause of the prevalent popular misconceptions about heaven. 
 
 Early on, Alcorn distinguishes between the present heaven, where we go when we die, and the eter-
nal heaven or New Earth, our eternal dwelling where we will live in our resurrected bodies.  Most of the book 
is about the eternal heaven. 
 
 He divides his book into three parts:  A Theology of Heaven, Questions and Answers About Heaven, 
and Living in the Light of Heaven.  The first two consist of a total of twelve chapters, each with a title in the 
form of a question.  The last part consists of two short chapters.    Some examples of chapter titles from Part 
1 are “Is the Present Heaven a Physical Place?”, “This World is Not Our Home…or Is It?”, “Why is Resurrec-
tion So Important?”, “What Will It Mean to See God?” 
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  In Part 2, Alcorn pulls from his primarily literal interpretation of Scripture, especially Revelation, ideas 
about almost any aspect of heaven one might consider including what our bodies and our lives will be like, 
what our relationships will be like, the kinds of things we will do in heaven, our relationship with God and other 
people, animals in heaven, etc.  He has no hesitancy in using his imagination and encouraging us to do so 
also.  As a writer of fiction, he has a vivid imagination. 
 
 This is the point at which I sometimes question Alcorn’s descriptions.  His literalist interpretations cou-
pled with his imagination lead to descriptions of heavenly activities which I find difficult to validate.  For exam-
ple, he takes the description of the New Jerusalem literally, picturing a city 1400 miles long, 1400 miles wide, 
and 1400 miles high with all kinds of activities taking place within the city and people going in and out of the 
city.  He has no problem with the fact that the city will be 280 times as high as Mt. Everest.  In this, as in other 
places, he dismisses the laws of physics, which are also a part of creation, with a “God can do anything” atti-
tude.  Also, because Revelation speaks of kings bringing gifts into the city, he insists there must be kings and 
kingdoms on the new earth.  Governments are necessary on this fallen earth because the fallenness of hu-
mans requires restraint on their actions.  I cannot understand a need for that on a redeemed earth populated 
by redeemed people. 
 
 Alcorn warns against spiritualizing scripture meant to be understood literally, and I agree with that.  
However, it can also be dangerous to read literally scripture meant to be taken metaphorically.  One can lose 
the deeper symbolic meanings of such scriptures by treating them as if they had no depth beyond the surface 
statements.  This is especially true of apocalyptic writings. 
 
 The book is interesting and contains some good information.  It will challenge your thinking.  I will al-
most guarantee that by the time you have finished with it, you will never again seriously picture yourself in 
heaven sitting on a cloud and strumming a harp.  You will gain a new recognition and appreciation of the un-
believably wonderful life God has in store for you in your resurrection body on a new earth with new heavens.  
Be aware, though, that parts of the picture Alcorn paints are based on a literalistic interpretation of apocalyptic 
scriptures, an approach with which not everyone agrees. 
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Dr. Bob Smart 
 
Nathaniel Taylor, New Haven Theology, and the Legacy of Jonathan Edwards (Religion in America Series 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2003) 272 pages by Douglas A. Sweeney 
 
"Nathaniel William Taylor (1786-1858) was arguably the most influential American theologian of his genera-
tion. Despite his tremendous national influence, however, his views were chronically misunderstood. He and 
his associates always declared themselves to be Edwardsian Calvinists - working in the train of "America's 
Augustine," Jonathan Edwards - but very few people, then or since, have believed them." In this revisionist 
study, Douglas A. Sweeney of TEDS and the Jonathan Edwards Center examines why Taylor and his associ-
ates counted themselves Edwardsians. He explores what it meant to be an Edwardsian minister and intellec-
tual in the nineteenth century, how the Edwardsian tradition evolved after the death of Edwards himself, how 
Taylor promoted and eventually fragmented this tradition, and the significance of these developments for the 
future of evangelical America. The vast majority of scholars have misconstrued Taylor’s theology, argues 
Sweeney. He has been interpreted variously as a Connecticut liberal, a Jacksonian Arminian, or a moderate 
Old Calvinist. Nearly all, however, have depicted him as a powerful symbol of the decline of Edwardsian Cal-
vinism and the triumph of democratic liberalism in early national American religion. Sweeney instead sees 
Taylor as a symbol of the vitality of Edwardsian Calvinism throughout the first half of the nineteenth century, a 
vitality that calls into question some widely held assumptions about this era. Charting Taylor's contribution to 
the modification, diversification, and ultimate dissolution of the Edwardsian tradition. Sweeney demonstrates 
his role in the translation of Edwardsian ideals to the ever-expanding evangelical world that would succeed 
him.  
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One of the common questions from those interested in revivals and morphology of the revival theology of Ed-
wards towards the revivalism in America today is: How did Nathaniel Taylor and Charles G. Finney get along? 
Sweeney answers this question well. Sweeney makes it clear that Finney’s “relationship with Taylor was 
never warm.” During the height of the Taylorite controversy, Taylor worked hard to distance himself from the 
“rather unusual and inconsistent New Haven-style Edwardsian preacher.” Sweeney states: “In sum, though 
Finney was not a disciple of Taylor, his revivalistic emphases on natural ability and immediate repentance 
served to ingrain the potent dye of Taylor’s theology indelibly into the fiber of the evangelical mind” (pp. 150-
151).   
 
Dr. Sweeney is highly respected as a scholar and writer of Jonathan Edwards, and is a colleague of Dr. Wil-
lem VanGemeren of TEDS and Christ Church. 
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand. Random 
House. 480 pages. 2010  
 
I first heard about this book during a profile of the subject (Louis Zamperini) on a news program on Christmas 
Eve. I actually began to tear up as I heard about and saw an interview with this man who:  
  

· Was an Olympic runner who had met Hitler at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 
· Was planning to run in the 1940 Olympics but joined the Air Force when World War II broke out.    
· Went into the ocean when his “Green Hornet” plane went down in the ocean while searching for a lost 

plane 
· Reported as dead by the Air Force  
· Survived 47 days on a raft in the ocean 
· Was “rescued” by the Japanese and then tortured in a POW camp  
· And so much more 

 
I ran to our computer to look up this book only to find that it was sitting at #1 on the Kindle charts. I couldn’t 
wait until my January term seminary class was finished so that I could read this book. I wasn’t disappointed. It 
was one of the most fascinating stories that I have ever read – almost too hard to believe. But it is true and 
Zamperini is still alive at age 93. And he is a Christian, thanks to his wife convincing him to attend Billy Gra-
ham’s 1949 Los Angeles campaign.  
 
The book is written by Laura Hillenbrand, whose previous book was Seabiscuit: An American Legend. Hillen-
brand herself has a story. She has suffered for 23 years from chronic fatigue syndrome. With her two books 
she has taken her own life struggle and given us two irresistible stories about athletes who overcame handi-
caps to achieve victory.  
 
Highly recommended! This is one of the most inspirational books that I have ever read.  
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The Kings Speech, rated R  
**** 
This film, directed by Tom Hooper, features a strong cast with Colin Firth as Prince Albert/King George VI, 
Guy Pearce as Prince David/King Edward III, Michael Gambon as King George V and Helena Bonham Carter 
as Queen Elizabeth. Albert has a severe stuttering/stammering problem. This is at a time when radio is being 
used to address the British Empire. Albert has tried several methods to help him with his speech problem but 
none have worked. Elizabeth finds Lionel (Geoffrey Rush), whom we later find is a frustrated Australian actor, 
who has a speech therapy practice.  
 
The film is primarily about the relationship between the Prince/King (Firth) and the therapist (Rush). These 
two actors give two of the strongest performances you will find in any year, as Rush tries to help the new king 
(as his brother, King Edward III, decides to give up the crown to marry a woman who had already been di-
vorced three times) overcome his speech problem. Helena Bonham Carter gives a strong performance as 
Queen Elizabeth and King George VI’s supportive wife. “Harry Potter” fans will also recognize Timothy 
“Wormtail” Spall, who portrays Winston Churchill in this film.   
 
The film gets its title from a 1939 speech that King George VI has to deliver as Britain was entering into war 
with Germany. The scene leading up to the speech and the actual speech itself with Firth delivering it and 
Rush coaching him was one of the best scenes in recent memory.  
 
Firth will most likely win the Oscar for Best Actor and he deserves it. For weeks, I have been saying that 
Christian Bale should win the Best Supporting Actor for his role in “The Fighter”. I’m now torn between Rush 
and Bale. Both are worthy of the honor. Bonham Carter may also receive a nomination for her performance as 
Queen Elizabeth.  
 
*A note about the MPAA rating of this film. It is rated “R” for language. Lionel explains to King George VI 
that he won’t stutter when he sings or uses profanity. That’s how the profanity is used in this film. So yes, the 
film does contain the profanity, including about 20 “f” and “s” words. The profanity is used in the film almost 
in a comedic sense, and certainly as a means to an end for King George VI to be able to deliver the speech, and 
should not have saddled this fine film with an “R” rating. In fact, the distributor sued the rating association 
when the film was given the rating, to no avail.     
 
 
Tangled, rated PG  
*** ½  
When the Queen gave birth to a daughter named Rapunzel (voiced by Mandy Moore), the infant’s golden hair 
contained a secret. It would keep the evil Mother Gothel (voiced by Donna Murphy) forever young. So she 
kidnaps Rapunzel and takes her to raise her as her own in a tall secret tower in the forest. As she grows up, she 
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only knows Mother Gothel as her mother, but is never allowed to leave the tower.  
 
She is now 18 and longs to leave the tower and to see the glowing paper lanterns that float in the sky each year 
on her birthday. Little does Rapunzel know that the lanterns are sent up by her real-life heartbroken parents, 
the King and Queen. But life changes forever for Rapunzel when the thief Flynn Ryder (voiced by Zachary 
Levi) comes upon the tower as he is trying to avoid his pursuers.  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed this animated Disney film which contained a good bit of enjoyable music, and good 
writing. The film would be appropriate for the entire family.    
   
 
The Tourist, rated PG-13 
**  
This film stars Johnny Depp as Frank, a math teacher from Wisconsin on a train to Venice on vacation. Sitting 
down next to him is Angelina Jolie as Elise. They strike up a conversation, and have dinner. You see, Elise had 
received instructions from her lover Alexander to pick someone on the train about his size so that the people 
trailing Elise would think that Frank was actually Alexander. Alexander has stolen millions from a gangster 
and they are desperate to find him. It works. Pictures are taken of Frank. Then, Elise lets Frank stay in her ho-
tel room (in a separate room), but she gives Frank a kiss, and more pictures are taken, all to get those following 
her to believe that Frank is Alexander. But when Frank gets up in the morning Elise is gone.  
 
This film features two of today’s biggest stars and is filmed in beautiful locations – Paris and Venice. The di-
rector (Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck) and screenplay writer (Christopher McQuarrie) have previously 
won Oscars for their work.  For all of this talent, this film should have been better. I also found the ending un-
satisfying.  
�
The film is rated PG-13 and includes some adult language, including the abuse of God’s name a few times.    
 
 
Little Fockers, rated PG-13 
Zero Stars  
 
Talk about a waste of talent! Let me review the stars in this mess of a film - Robert De Niro, Dustin Hoffman 
(two of my favorite actors), Barbara Streisand, Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson, Jessica Alba, Harvey Keitel and 
Laura Dern. The fact that this film, which is almost completely about sex or a joke about the family name is 
rated PG-13 and the excellent The King’s Speech is rated “R” is ridiculous.   
 
The only reason to include a review for this film is to communicate this message – do not see this film.   
 

DVD Review  
 
Buried, rated R 
*** 
 
This intense film opens with the screen completely black. Ryan Reynolds stars as Paul Conroy in this one-man 
film. Conroy is a contracted truck driver working in Iraq, helping to rebuild the country. His convoy is am-
bushed, some of his co-workers are killed and he is taken hostage, buried in a coffin-like box for the entire du-
ration of this film. He does have a cigarette lighter which provides some light and a cell phone, with a battery 
that is quickly losing power. He uses the cell phone to try to call 911, his wife, the FBI and the company he is 
working for. His captor also uses the phone to contact him to demand first $5 million and then $1 million for 
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his life. His FBI contact works to try to find him before the time set for his execution by his captor and/or be-
fore his oxygen runs out. The viewer is kept on the edge of their seat.    
 
This film was reportedly made with a budget of $3 million. The entire film takes place in the underground box, 
and again, Conroy is the only character we see in the film.   
 
The film is rated “R” for the frequent adult language that Conroy uses. Surprisingly, he never prays, or cries 
out to God to save him from this terrible ordeal.  
 
 
  
 
Wonder – Michael W. Smith  
***  
“Smitty’s” 22nd album contains a mix of genres – worship, two love songs to his wife Debbie, a few more pop/
rock leaning tracks, and several dominated by his signature keyboards. Recorded with a new CLASP system 
designed to produce sonic richness, Smith’s never strong voice sounds it’s most vulnerable on the quieter 
songs, especially “Welcome Home”. But surprisingly, to date, there has not been a top Christian radio single 
off of this solid collection.   
 
The album starts strong with “Save Me from Myself”, the most upbeat song on the set. The two love songs are 
“Forever Yours” and “You Belong to Me”. “Welcome Home” is a touching song about the Christian’s ultimate 
home, written for wife Debbie’s grandmother after her death.  
 
“I’ll Wait for You” is a favorite, featuring a choir at the end. Overall, I enjoyed this album more with each re-
peated listening.  
 
Another song of note is “Leave” written from the perspective of an abused child longing to escape their situa-
tion. The album ends with the worshipful “Take Me Over”.  
 
After 27 years, which includes 22 albums, 44 Dove Awards and more than 13 million records sold, Smith is 
still a relevant artist. Look for him to do some of these songs at his upcoming concert in Peoria with friend 
Amy Grant.  
 
Living Proof – Buddy Guy  
***  
My brother in law Al loves blues music. He has taken us to blues clubs in Memphis and Chicago and intro-
duced us to some of the best of today’s blues music. For years we have talked about going to Buddy Guy’s 
Legends Club in Chicago. Guy only plays at the club in January, and we made plans to visit on January 15. 
Although Guy would not come on for his set until 11pm, the club opened at 1pm. By 12:15pm, there were al-
ready enough people in line outside in the frigid temperatures to fill out the few seats inside so we knew we 
would be standing for the show that night.  
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We stayed for most of Guy’s first set and heard two songs off his acclaimed new album Living Proof – the 
autobiographical “Seventy Four Years Old” and the rocking blues “Let the Door Knob Hit Ya”. At times in 
concert, Guy was unnecessarily vulgar, which was disappointing.   
 
Some call Guy the most influential blues guitarist of his generation, influencing Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, 
Stevie Ray Vaughan and others. He has played with artists such as the Rolling Stones (which he refers to in 
“Seventy Four Years Old”). Much of this album is autobiographical, with Guy alternating from songs of anger 
to those of reflection. Two songs that tend toward the latter are “Everybody’s Got to Go”, a looking ahead to 
heaven that features gospel background singers, and “Stay Around a Little Longer”, a prayerful and touching 
duet with B.B. King.  
 
Another song of note is “Where the Blues Begins”, on which guitarist Carlos Santana guests.  
 
As his concert appearance proved, Guy still has a lot of life in him at age 74. This album features him at the 
top of his game. Not all of the lyrics are appropriate, so this project should be considered for mature audiences.    
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Thanks…We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser,  
  Bill Wilson, Josh Lang, Deb Gorden, Clarissa Nation, and Doug Michael. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@frontier.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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Total General Fund Contributions + Interest Income + Sanctuary Rental: $506,880.99 
-Total General Fund Expenses (not including Depreciation):  ($461,312.09) 

        Subtotal:      $  45,568.90 
Balance Sheet Only Items paid out of General Fund:     
-Assets purchased in 2010:   ($  1,829.98) 
-Loan Principal Payments (paid out of general fund) ($34,233.67) 
        Subtotal:         ($36,063.65) 

ACTUAL NET CASH FLOW        $  9,505.25 
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	Pastors: 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   rs.revival@frontier.com 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   jbmccord@gmail.com  

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
Bob Force …………662-0978 

Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 
Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 

David Loomis……...862-3180 
Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 

Bill Pence………… 452-5438 
Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 

Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 
 

Deacons: 
Gary Ayers………..829-8303 
Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……    662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 

Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 
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