| recently returned from
Covenant Seminary in
St. Louis where | at-
tended a course on B.B.
Warfield, taught by Carl
Truemen. Dr. Trueman
is a visiting professor at
Covenant. His regular
job is professor of
Historical Theology and
Church History at
Westminster Theological
Seminary in
Philadelphia. | chose this
particular course for the
opportunity to study
under Trueman and |
was not disappointed.

Dr. Trueman, who is a
member of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church
(OPC), and preaches
weekly in his church, is a
very knowledgeable
church historian, and he

One of the most useful
things about the course
was looking at War-
field’s writings and
relating them to today’s
church. We've in-
cluded a recent article
from Dr. Trueman on
pp. 10-11 of this issue.

In preparation for my
week in St. Louis |
downloaded the
audiobook version of
Tim Keller’'s acclaimed
book “The Reason for
God”. This audiobook,
read by Keller, is an
intelligent apologetic
(defense) of Christian-
ity, done with Keller's
customary low-key
style/approach. He
mixes in illustrations
from his Redeemer
Presbyterian Church in
Manhattan, quotes nu-
merous resources both

also has a great sense of Within and outside of

humor. We spent the
course reviewing and
discussing articles writ-
ten by Warfield, who
was professor of theol-
ogy at Princeton Semi-
nary from 1887 to 1921.

Christianity, and ends
with a call to come to
the Christian faith. |
highly recommend this

Y - N

book to all.

_ _ R
And just a reminder... Lot $%s
you don't have to drive a0 (%
to St. Louis to benefit 12 3# #4

from the teaching of
Covenant Seminary.
You can listen to lec-
tures from more than
20 courses via
Covenant’s Worldwide
Classroom. You can
find out more informa-
tion athttp://worldwide
-classroom.com/
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small thought on compassion
Art Moser
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small thought on compassion
Art Moser

We have all been shocked by the tragedy and suffering in Haiti. We may
not know much about this country or this people; we may have heard negative
things. (By the way, Pat Robertson is wrong.) But we still recognize that here
are hundreds of thousands of people, people with the same feelings and emo-
tions we have, every one of whom has suffered tragic loss. Our hearts go out to
them.

| was encouraged by a recent byFaith Online article containing a com-
munication from one of the PCA’s Mission to the World personnel in Haiti who
told of the mission setting up a tent city on their property. They already had sev-
eral hundred people flocking in and expected the number to rise to over one thousand and were planning to
provide food and water for all of them. This is the manner in which God designed and expects the church to
act.

It is, in fact, this kind of compassion by which the early Christian church made a powerful impact on
the Roman society. Christians rescued abandoned babies whom Romans left to die. Christians nursed sick
and wounded Roman citizens without regard to their status and without regard to their own safety. No ques-
tions were asked; they were in need and Christians helped. This compassionate action by the church was
noted by many pagans. The hostile pagan emperor Julian wrote, “It is [the Christians’] philanthropy toward
strangers, the care they take of the graves of the dead, and the affected sanctity with which they conduct their
lives that have done most to spread their atheism.” (“Atheism” because they did not accept the Roman
gods.)

While the Haiti disaster has occupied our minds recently due to the massive level of destruction and
suffering, we don’'t have to go far from home to witness the same kind of compassion. Even here at Christ
church, both the board of deacons and individuals on their own exhibit such compassion toward those who
are in need. Often these acts of kindness are kept private out of necessity or to protect the dignity of those
who are helped. That is as it should be. But sometimes we can hear those stories without revealing person-
alities.

Recently | became aware of a situation, not in this community and not involving this church, which
demonstrated such compassion. | do not know many details but only a broad outline of the situation, but |
think the story illustrates some of the ideas behind Christian compassion.

The Jones family (not their real name) had been attending a fairly large church in their community for
less than a year. Although the father was unemployed at the time and the mother was home-schooling their
five children, they soon found areas of service in the church and both were involved in ministries there. |1do
not know why they were both unemployed although both had marketable skills. But their lending company
foreclosed on their home mortgage and they faced eviction. When that eviction took place, a relative, who
was a member of that same church, called the church staff and explained the situation. Immediately all but
one of the pastoral staff got their vehicles, drove to the family’s house, loaded all their belongings, and took
them to storage and to the relative’s home where the family was given temporary lodgings.

There are several things in this much abbreviated story which bear consideration.

There was immediate response by everyone who was free to help. No one argued about whose turn it
was or why they should be excused.

The help was not “pastoral” in the usual sense. It was hands-on, strenuous, hard work.

No one asked, “Do they deserve our help?”

No one questioned their financial situation or their lack of means for caring for their family.

Their lack of membership in the church and their fairly short time of attendance was not an issue.



No conditions were placed on the compassion they showed to this family.

When God described himself to Moses on Mt. Sinai, it is interesting that the first word he used in that
description was “compassionate”.? God has no obligation to be compassionate toward us; he has every right
to impose conditions for his compassion. But he is unconditionally compassionate; it is a part of his charac-
ter. And since he has predestined us to be conformed to his character, we reflect his being as we also re-
spond to others’ needs with unconditional compassion. This month we have a great chance to exhibit some
of that compassion for the people of Haiti to be distributed through the mission described above. Give, pray,
be involved.

1. Quoted in Atheist Delusions, David Bentley Hart, Yale University Press, 2009, p. 154.
2. Exodus 34:6.

Joe and Felicity had an outreach at Webster Univ. This outreach was with the
Lesbian Gay Bisexual, Transgendered and Questioning (LGBTQ) Alliance on
campus. Both groups watched a documentary & then the students engaged
in a 2 hour open discussion about what the bible really has to say about ho-
mosexuality. Joe and Felicity taught from the Bible that the Lord teaches that
He has a specific plan for human sexuality that is limited to heterosexuality.
Though apprehensive going into the discussion, it couldn’t have gone better.

1. For Felicity and the birth of their first little girl hopefully on Jan. 25.

2. For the Bible Study that was started as a result of the LGBTQ outreach. It has 8 students and they
are digging in and focusing more on what the bible really has to say about homosexuality.

3. For the series of Forums that they will be having with guest speakers to speak on specific subjects
such as God and Suffering, God and Human Rights, and God and the Environment.

Recently For His Glory did some ministry in San Luis, Mexico where poverty
is very high, and even the lower area is known as Cardboard City. FHG was
contacted to see if there could be some outreaches in that area. They were
able to share the gospel in many different locations and saw many come to
Christ, including at a Rehab Center, a prison, and an open-air outreach. Even
in-light of recent devastation at the end of Jan. Rob will be in Haiti with Evan-
gelist Keith Cook pre-planning future outreaches with churches.

1. For Emily and their new baby’s health that they will be expecting in July.
For God'’s guidance and direction in Haiti preparing and ministering in the midst of the devastation.

3. As they step out in faith for even larger ministry outreaches in the future in Mexico, Congo, and Haiti
that as they choose to believe like Caleb (Numbers 13) that God in his power will provide what he
has promised that they may continue to walk by faith and not by sight.

Prayer
Requests

N

(%)
2
(%]
[}
>
o
5}
o




Essential Truths of the Christian Faith

This month we continue our study of theology by lookinthattopic of rebirth from R.C. Sproul's book
“Essential Truths of the Christian Faith”, published by Tyadi#ouse Publishers (reprinted with permission).
You can find out more about the books Tyndale publishesvat.tyndale.com
When Jimmy Carter was elected president of the UnitattShe described himself as a “born-again Chris-
tian”. Then Charles Colson, former hatchet man éNiikon White House, wrote a best-selling book by the
title Born Again In it, he chronicled his own experience of convers@ Christianity. Since these two famous
personalities popularized the phrdsen again it has become part of the currency of modern speech.
To describe someone as a born again Christian is, tadlyrspeaking, to be guilty of redundancy. There is no
such thing as a non-born again Christian. An unregenéman-born again) Christian is a contradiction in
terms. Likewise, a born again non-Christian is a reahttion.
It was Jesus who first declared that spiritual rebirth armabsolute necessity for entering the kingdom of God.
He declared to Nicodemus, “Most assuredly, | say to yoless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:3). The worndnlessin Jesus’ teaching signals a universally necessarytammdor seeing
and entering the kingdom of God. Rebirth, then, is aantsd part of Christianity; with it, entrance int@®s
kingdom is impossible.
Regenerations the theological term used to describe rebirth.féirseo a new generating, a new genesis, a
new beginning. It is more than “turning over a new leaffparks the beginning of a new life in a radically
renewed person. Peter speaks of believers “having beem@aim not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (2PER3).
Regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit upon thake are spiritually dead (see Ephesians 2:1-10). The
Spirit recreates the human heart, quickening it fromtsplrdeath to spiritual life. Regenerate people are new
creations. Where formerly they had no dispositionjnation, or desire for the things of God, they are dis
posed and inclined toward God. In regeneration, God ptadésire for Himself in the human heart that other-
wise would not be there.
Regeneration is not to be confused with the full expiects of conversion. Just as birth is our initiation, our
first entrance into life outside the womb, so ouriggl rebirth is the starting point of our spirituaklifit oc-
curs by God's divine initiative and is an act that iseseign, immediate and instantaneous. An awareness of
our conversion may be gradual. Yet rebirth itself is mstiaeous. No one can be partially reborn any more
than a woman can be partially pregnant.
Regeneration is not the fruit or result of faithilia, regeneration precedes faits the necessary condition
for faith. We also do not in any way dispose oursefoesrd regeneration or cooperate as coworkers with the
Holy Spirit to bring it to pass. We do not decide or chdod® regenerated. God chooses to regenerate us be-
fore we will even choose to embrace Him. To be safter we have been regenerated by the sovereign grace
of God, we do choose, act, cooperate, and believe iIstC@God does not have faith for us. It is our owrhfait
by which we are justified. What God does is quicken ugpitdwal life, rescuing us from darkness, bondage,
and spiritual death. God makes faith possible and actuatkfdie quickens faith within us.
6 +
1.All who are truly Christians are born again.
2.All who are truly born again are Christians.
3.Rebirth is a necessary precondition to entering tigdim of God.
4.Regeneration is the sovereign, gracious work of thg Spirit.
5.Regeneration precedes faith. It is God’s divine initéain salvation.

Next month we’ll look at atonement.
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Coram Deo: We know that you read a lot of books. Can you merdifew that you have read recently that
have had an impact on you and that you could recommend?

Pastor Bob: | never did read books until | was converted my last géaollege at Purdue University! Since
then | have not stopped. This has to do with the newendtaceived, but also a thirst to learn and understand
based upon the Christian world view that life is meaniingfu

Qualification: A pastor ought to read a lot of books Irfialds of knowledge. | read the Bible each and every
day of my life for long periods of timePrimary works includeexegetical, creedal, confessional, and system-
atic theology; Biblical sermons, commentaries, anutroversies; Pastoral theology on preaching, shepherd-
ing, counseling, and leading; Christian history like biograpmassions, revival, and thought; Evangelism
and apologetics with respect to other world views, hisgpaiphies, cultures (foreign, classical, contemporary,
& popular).Secondary works includeonfiction and fiction literary works, biographies, geies, epistemol-
ogy, logic, and philosophy. That is why a pastor has beewikias a “jack of all trades and master of none.” |
say this because as | mention a few recent readmggmay fit into any of the above categories and change
next week into a few more. When | recommend, | meetothe best of all these over many years of reading.

My short answer then to the question is: Timothy K&lBrodigal God which | obtained from the Normal
Public Library for free and read in two days; D’Aubign€&lse Reformationwhich | purchased on line from a
used book store and read in parts; and Gelbgjail & John: A Portrait of A Marriagewhich is in light of

our twenty-fifth anniversary and my admiration of ourcsset US president. Thank God for libraries and used
book stores!
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The Real Scandal of the Evangelical Mind By Carl Trueman

A few years ago | edited a volume of essays on th&ide®f Scripture with Paul Helm.
Just before the deadline for submissions, the projectweased and shamed” by a
speaker at an influential evangelical theological confexes being a modern attempt to
reaffirm B.B. Warfield's doctrine of Scripture. Withiays, one of the contributors
emailed me, concerned that his name was going to beiagsbwith such a project. |
was able to reassure him that the project was not intesdedefense of Warfield's position but as an explora-
tion of the notion of trustworthiness as it conndxtith to God and to his Word. The gentleman was reassured
and remained on board, but the incident simply servedrtfrs in my mind what | had long suspected: too
many evangelical academics want to have their cake anid@a They want the piety, and perhaps the plat-
form, which evangelicalism provides them, but they alaotwo be accepted by those who hang around the
senior common room in the university.
The problem, of course, is that one cannot serve twtensasis someone once said, one ends up hating one
and loving the other, or being devoted to one and despisirghbe

STRANGE TIMES AND SLIPPERY THEOLOGY

We live in strange times. Hardly a year goes by witlsome conference on the future of the evangelical
church somewhere having at least one speaker, or soraadren a slate of speakers, who arguably represent
precisely the kind of theology that has emptied pewstrated preaching, and disemboweled commitment to
the gospel.

| saw a flyer for just such a conference recentlyohimig a great evangelical thinker and critic, where dne o
the keynote speakers represented precisely the kind ofrslig@®logy which the honoree had devoted his

life to debunking. Strange times, indeed.

What is going on? Why this craven need for acceptabilittheywider world?

WHY DO EVANGELICAL ACADEMICS CRAVE WORLDLY ACCEPTANCE ?

| suspect there are a number of reasons for this problest, the context of evangelicalism lends itseljust
such confusion. Evangelicalism really does not understduad fvis. Is it a movement based on an experience
(the new birth), or on theological commitments, omp@arachurch institutions? Yet here's the rub: The first
(experience) will degenerate into mere subjective migsti if not connected to the second (theological com-
mitments). The second is now highly disputed among evaadgelivho cannot even agree on the answer to
Pilate's question, "What is truth?" And the third (pauach institutions) too often either forms part of the
problem of defining the second, or, in the USA in particldacomes less a ministry and more a vehicle for a
cult of personality, vulnerable to the kind of criticisnade by Eric Hoffer, who said that every great cause
begins as a movement, becomes a business, and ends nagleet . @Evangelicalism is a sorry mess, neither
pure nor simple.

Second, if a movement does not understand what ites,itltannot make any really satisfactory determina-
tion on who belongs and who does not. The boundariasyadvement are ultimately revealed by the person
who comes closest to belonging but who nonethelessrearius is a good early church example. As high
and exalted as was his view of Christ, he could still oefjard Christ as a creature and not fully God. The
boundary was drawn and he was outside of it. Combine didepns of defining evangelical identity with the
current cultural penchant for not excluding anybody and ywa hdeady recipe for total disaster. Say nice
things about Jesus, have a warm feeling in your heart sdm@ebody lights a candle, and be kind to your
grandmother and—hey presto!'—you belong; you too can beaargelical. Thus we have deniers of penal
substitution, of any meaningful notion of biblical authgrof the uniqueness of Christ for salvation, of justif
cation by grace through faith, of the particularity af/ation. No matter: just stress that Jesus wasyagolbd
bloke, mouth a few orthodox sounding phrases, speak \oithod engaging passion, and you too can get a
membership pass and a speaking gig. And, if the conferenoeistioned above are anything to go by, we fall
for such ruses every time.



Third, there would seem to be a pervasive evangelicaianity complex. This means that, while we do not
wish to exclude anybody, we dread being excluded ourselvesdnfie the evangelical academic, in a world
so ill-defined, it is always tempting to cut just a fewrenoorners, or keep shtum on just a couple of rather em-
barrassing doctrinal commitments, in order to havethadtlittle bit more influence, that slightly bigger tpla
form, in the outside world. This is particularly tleriptation of evangelical biblical scholars and systemati
cians whose wider guilds are so utterly unsympatheticatdind of supernaturalism and old-fashioned truth
claims upon which their church constituencies are largeily. In so doing, we kid ourselves that we are goin
the Lord's work, that, somehow, because we have arpeiblished in this journal or by that press, we are
really making real headway into the unbelieving culturdeftheological academy. Not that these things are
not good and worthy—I do such things myself—but we must béutaihat we do not confuse professional
academic achievement with building up the saints or sgaripoint for the kingdom.

It remains true (as James Barr pointed out years hgbgvangelical academics are generally respected in the
academy only at precisely those points where theyeast evangelical. There is a difference between aca-
demic or scholarly respectability and intellectual inttggFor a Christian, the latter depends upon the ap-
proval of God and is rooted in fidelity to his revealed Wdrdpes not always mean the same thing as playing
by the rules of scholarly guild.

WHAT OUR ACADEMICS NEED: AMBITION...BUT NOT THAT KIND

Finally, too few evangelical academics seem to have raodiition. Perhaps this sounds strange: the desire to
hold a tenured university position, to publish with certairsges, to speak at certain scholarly conferences, to
be in conversation with the movers and shakers ofuild—these seem like ambitions that are all too com-
mon. Yet true ambition, tru€hristian ambition, is surely based in and directed towards theildpiy of the
church, towards serving the people of God, and this isemMangelical academics often fail so signally. The
impact evangelical scholars have had on the acadery &)d large, paltry, and often (as noted) confined to
those areas where their contributions have been itdglgvangelical. Had the same time and energy been
devoted to the building up of the saints, imagine how thecbhmight have been transformed.

This is not to say that high-powered scholarship shouldfberats, nor that the immediate needs of the man
or woman in the pew should provide the criteria by whiédveace is judged; but it is to say that all theologi-
cal scholarship should be done with the ultimate gbaudding up the saints, confounding the opponents of
the gospel, and encouraging the brethren. The highesvanteat any evangelical theological scholar can at-
tain is not membership of some elite guild but the knowledgehe or she has done work that strengthened
the church and extended the kingdom of God through thédbaech.

The day is coming when the cultural intellectual eli€svangelicalism—the institutions and the individu-
als—will face a tough decision. | see the crisis comingwo separate but intimately connected fronts. The
day is coming, and perhaps has already come, whemntdifselieve that the Bible is the Word of God, in-
spired, authoritative, and utterly truthful, will be seema sign at best of intellectual suicide, at wofrshental
illness; and, second, to articulate any form of oppasitiohomosexual practice will be seen as the moral
equivalent of advocating white supremacy or child abussudh times, the choice will be clear, those who
hold the Christian line will be obvious, and those wheehspent their lives trying to serve both orthodoxy and
the academy will find that no amount of intellectualtocotionism will save them. Being associated with B. B.
Warfield will be the least of their worries.

Years ago, Mark Noll wrote a bookhe Scandal of the Evangelical Mjnd which he argued that the scandal
was that there was no such thing. When it comes tageliaal scholars and scholarship, | disagree: the scan-
dal is not that there is no mind; it is that thesesdagre is precious little evangel.

Carl Trueman is professor of Historical Theology and Church History atmiester Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia.

Courtesy ofwww.9Marks.org
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BOOK REVIEW
Art Moser

The Gift of Being Yourself: The Sacred Call to Self Discovery, by David G. Benner. VP Books, 2004. 110
pages plus notes.

Who are you? Does your life reflect outwardly who you really are inwardly? Do you know?

David Benner’s book is built around the premise expressed in Calvin’'s Institutes of the Christian Relig-
ion which Benner quotes as “There is no deep knowing of God without a deep knowing of self and no deep
knowing of self without a deep knowing of God.” Such deep knowing is a transformation of the self. To know
God then transforms us so that we can truly know ourselves. Too many of us have only a superficial knowl-
edge of God and a superficial knowledge of ourselves.

With this thesis Benner writes of how we know God, how we know ourselves, and how these are
linked. Benner is a psychologist and a professor; he writes clearly and practically with deep spiritual insight.
Although he gives practical examples, even an occasional exercise in learning to know both God and self, this
would not be classed as a “how-to” book. It is much deeper than that.

Our personality, he says, is not an accomplishment, something we develop. It is a gift, something we
receive from God. “Any other identity is of our own making and is an illusion.” It is the product of our own de-
sires influenced by family circumstances, culture, and the survival skills we learn to protect ourselves.

How do we come to know who we truly are? “Genuine self-knowledge begins by looking at God and
noticing how God is looking at us.” The first thing we are to learn is to know ourselves as deeply loved.

As we understand how God sees us, we will recognize where we fail to live up to God’s gift to us, the
personality he designed just for us. We must learn to accept ourselves as we are, just as God accepts us.

In his last three chapters, Benner proceeds to consider three aspects learning to know who we are.
These chapters are titled “Knowing Yourself as You Really Are”, “Unmasking Your False Self”’, and
“Becoming Your True Self.”

This book is brief but insightful; it can be quite helpful in learning to know ourselves as we really are
and as God means us to be. In the process, we inevitably learn to know God. What he presents is not psy-
chobabble; it is firmly grounded in biblical Christianity. Benner validates what he says with biblical references
and sound doctrine. It is a good book to read and consider and is likely to become an adventure in self-
understanding.
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BOOK REVIEW
Art Moser

Unfavorable Odds: The Story of UCLA's First African-American Female Gymnastics Champion, by Kim Ham-
ilton Anthony. Tate Publishing and Enterprises, LLC, 2009. 277 pages, including a Foreward by Tony and
Lauren Dungy.

It is a strange experience to read the autobiography of someone you have known. We learned to
know Kim and Corwin Anthony in the early 1990’s when they lived in Peoria. Corwin and | became close
friends during those years. We knew that Kim was a world class gymnast because Corwin told us, and we
saw her trophies and medals in their house. But Kim was a very humble person and never talked about her
outstanding successes in gymnastics. She didn’t talk about the struggles she went through to get there, ei-
ther.

Kim grew up in “The Bottom”, an African-American ghetto in Richmond, VA. She lived with her
mother, her aunt and her children, and her grandparents in their two bedroom house without running water.
Her father was in and out of her life, more often out than in. Kim very honestly and openly writes of her strug-
gles as she moves from doing gymnastics totally on her own on the brick sidewalk and stone steps of their
house to receiving a scholarship to UCLA, becoming a four time national gymnastics champion, a six time All-
American, and being inducted into the UCLA Hall of Fame.

It is an inspiring story. Although her mother and grandparents all had jobs and her father was in the
Military, they would be classed as “poor”. The added handicap of being African-American and female in the
South made the odds very large against any success in a white-dominated enterprise like gymnastics. A
strong drive, great determination, outstanding skill, much hard work, and providential circumstances enabled
her to move step by step into a series of successes in local, regional, and national competitions.

Kim did not become a Christian until she was at UCLA, but she recognizes God’'s hand in her life in
many instances as she moved from her difficult life in Richmond to the successes she experienced at the Uni-
versity. She tells very honestly of her internal struggles, feelings of inferiority, fears and discouragements.
She also describes in detail major moments of her success, how it felt on the uneven bars or the balance
beam or the vault. She speaks vividly of the thrill of the floor exercises and the great joy of seeing judges giv-
ing her scores of 10.

It is an exciting book to read. There were times when | had difficulty putting it down because her story
is gripping. Her life through high school, and even summers back home from the University, were filled with
danger and difficulties. Her struggle to overcome these handicaps makes for a story more exciting than much
fiction.

The book is dedicated to their sons, Khari and Caleb. After telling her story, Kim devotes a chapter to
the story of Jesus in an evangelistic manner. The final chapter contains “Seven Steps from Pain to Purpose”,
a guide to handling in our own lives the kinds of struggles through which Kim had to work.

| found the book fascinating and inspiring. Part of that may be due to the fact that | know Kim, but,
although | knew she grew up poor in Virginia, | had no idea of the extent of her struggles or her determination
to excel against such “unfavorable odds.” So | believe the fascination of her story is due to its merits, not to
my relationship. | would recommend this to anyone for general reading, but especially as a help for others
who are struggling against serious odds to make something meaningful of their lives. Kim makes very clear
throughout the book that the glory for all that she has achieved goes to God. As she is honest about her diffi-
culties, so she is honest about her achievements, which have been remarkable. This is a book which may
make you weep at the tragic elements in Kim’s life but which leave you rejoicing with her at God'’s grace. The
book will be released this month.



BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

A Short Life of Jonathan Edwartly George M. Marsden. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 2008. 152 pages.

In 2003, Marsden publishelbnathan Edwards: A Lifeith a Yale University Press on the occasion of the
three-hundredth anniversary of Edwards’s birth. That beo&ived nine awards, including the Bancroft Prize
in history and the Grawemeyer Award in religion. Ptbeing asked to write that major biography, Marsden
had already told Eerdmans that some day he would siife of Edwards for them. This book is not an
abridgement of the larger work, but is instead a fres#lling in which the author has tried to include what is
most essential and engaging. As such this is an exceltemtluction to Edwards.

Edwards entered college at age thirteen at Yale whererhgleted his B.A. and stayed on to work on an

M.A. After his first M.A. year, he left New Haven serve as a supply pastor of a small Presbyterian church i
New York City. While in New York, Edwards wrote an edafite set of strict resolutions and began keeping a
diary that tracked his day-to-day efforts to follow th&hnineteen, Edwards began keeping expandable note-
books of “Miscellanies,” which he would continue throughlaistlife, for drafting thoughts on such topics
such as theology, philosophy.

Edwards would reluctantly accept a call to pastor a smalfitcp church in Bolton, Connecticut, before receiv-
ing an appointment to be a tutor back at Yale Colleg&786, Edwards moved to Northampton where he was
ordained as assistant pastor and successor to his grandfaehReverend Solomon Stoddard, who would pas-
tor the congregation for 57 years before his death in 1729.

Edwards married Sarah Pierpont in July 1727. Sarah woutdlbeathan eight daughters and three sons.
Edwards is closely associated with revival, writhdraithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of Gaghich

was among the inspirations for the Wesleys, George \itfwith whom Edwards would become friends)
and their associates.

Marsden gives account of Edwards’ famous sermon “Sinnéhe Hands of an Angry God”, which he never
finished at Enfield as the audience was overcome byragnrgamoanings and crying out: “What shall | do to
be saved. Oh | am going to Hell. Oh what shall | do fanisEh

Yet there was debate on the revivals among the NewaBshglergy between the “New Light” proponents and
the “Old Light” adversaries. Charles Chauncy, juniottqasf Boston’s prestigious First Church emerged as
chief spokesman for the Old Lights. Edwards’s effortiinit a middle way in the awakening and to promote
charity culminated in one of his greatest wokk$reatise Concerning Religious Affectippablished in 1746.

In a later workReligious Affection€EEdwards attempted to provide some guidelines for distinopgse-

tween true and false religion.

The Edwards would also house visiting pastors and missgsnan example in 1747 was the young mission-
ary David Brainerd, who married Edwards’ second oldest daugkrusha. Brainerd died in October and Je-
rusha died just four months later. Edwards would later gluldrainerd’s diary Fhe Life of David Brainerd

— which would eventually become the most popular of his mvegoks.

At Northampton, raised the requirements for communichantch membership and was proposing to tighten
the standards for baptism. Shortly thereafter, Edwasgsremoved as pastor.

Edwards next accepted a call to pastor a small congregdtidew England settlers and to be a missionary to
the Indians at Stockbridge. It was here that Edwardsewnstclassic treatidgereedom of the Will

Edwards had plans to complete two other major workdHistory of the Work of Redemptiand a massive
biblical study calledrhe Harmony of the Old and New Testamdrtsvever he felt that God called him to the
new college at Princeton as its president in January Uf88rtunately, Edwards died after receiving an in-
oculation for smallpox in March 1758 at age fifty-four.

Marsden writes that the best way to sum up Edwards’'sictaris to say that he had God-centered integrity.
He had remarkable consistency in his life and though.pFlvate Edwards seems to be the same as the public
Edwards. Almost every topic discussed in this book isudsed at greater lengthdonathan Edwards: A Life
by Marsden. The best resource for Edwards is the Jon&ihaards Center at Yale University,
www.edwards.yale.edu




BOOK REVIEW
Bill Pence

A Bold Fresh Piece of Humaniby Bill O’'Reilly. Broadway Books. 2008. 256 pages.

The latest book by the popular host of the Fox News sataviprogram “The O’Reilly Factor” is according to
the author “...full of stories and references that peshagre important in your life as well. By design, much
of the story is about me, but rait about me”.

The title comes from Sister Lurana, O’Reilly’s thircade teacher, who looked him in the eye and uttered
words that he has never forgotten: “William, you ab®l, fresh piece of humanity”.

Though not an autobiography, O’Reilly does tell us much®oétary and in turn how some of his beliefs and
passions came out of that upbringing and his life experserdter college he was a high school teacher for a
time. He believes that independent thinking leads to prob@wing, fairness, compassion, and wisdom. He
indicates that putting that discipline into practice hélps decide exactly where he stands on may subjects.

He believes that “overcoming fear is an essentialtkdiying a useful and honorable life. Taming fear also
trains a person to stand up to injustice”. He believesotlnalegacy will be defined by two simple questions:
How many wrongs did you right, and how many people did yp Wwhen they needed it?

His core belief is that life is a constant struggleveein good and evil. That each person has a free wlill an
must choose a side. He indicates that he createddissien program to hold bad people accountable. He
truly believes he was put on this earth for a reasdrcanfronting evil is that purpose. He defines evil as “If
you knowingly hurt another human being without significzanise, like self-defense, you are committing an
evil act. And if you do this as a matter of course, goevil”.

He calls Jesus an “indelible role model” for himseHisig that the cross is “a powerful statement: thgded
man suffered for me, that a just God was looking outrfey and if | lived a good life, | would be rewarded
after death. Those beliefs, sincerely held, can getr@ah being through many hard times”. By referring to
Jesus as only a man, | don’t know if he also considan to be deity.

In further explaining his faith, he writes:

“| also respect every other religion that promotesdyvill toward all people. In my view of life, spiritugliis
a very positive thing, and faith is a personal mattdrghauld be accepted as such. If someone tells me that |
am going to hell because | don't believe as they dimplg put three letters next to their name: N-U-T".

As a practicing Roman Catholic, O'Reilly states thatchntinues to go to Sunday Mass, though it’s often bor-
ing. He writes that his Catholic faith is invaluable itpirey him to determine right from wrong and good from
evil. He states that “The endgame, of course, is to ®ad’s reward in the afterlife by rejecting evil. And in
Catholicism and other Christian religions, the actiohdesus demonstrate how to do that”. What O'Reilly
misses is that there is no way that a Christian‘eam” their way to Heaven.

In explaining his attitude about heroes and villains, heewfi was always much more interested in bringing
the villains down than in celebrating the heroes. Todhis that is my attitude”.

O'Reilly shares his life experiences that have shédgethinking on issues and the pursuit of justice. As he is
on his television program, he is quite opinionated. Thamigteresting book, whether you agree with his
opinions or not.
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Avatar, rated PG-13

*k* ]/2

This film is a phenomenon. Film critic Roger Ebentssthat it is both “sensational entertainment” and a
“technical breakthrough”. Worked on for fifteen years bgdior James Cameron, who also diredigdnic,
this film has set new standards in film-making. The figportedly cost between $300-$400 million to make.

The film also is a “message movie”, with environmentalianti-war and possibly anti-American sentiments,
and removing natives off of their land by force being agnitve most prevalent. The not so subtle messages
from Cameron detracted for me from this otherwise ai/enpressive film.

The story is set in 2154. The planet Pandora is a sotiecenmeral that Earth very much needs. As a result,
the military has been dispatched to get the Pandora nétasged the Na'vi — tall and thin blue-skinned crea-
tures) to move from their current location on thenptaso that the mineral can be extracted and takentback
Earth. However, the location, around a giant tree el holiest of places — the Tree of Souls — is very im
portant to the Na'vi, and they would not willingly wantrtmve for the American military.

Dr. Augustine (Sigourney Weaver) has engineered Na'vi-ldaids which go out onto Pandora through a vir-
tual reality process. Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) & @ithose that go to Pandora to gain the confidence of
the Na'vi, with the hopes of eventually convincing thenmiove so that the minerals can be removed. Shortly
after landing on Pandora, Jake meets Neytiri (Zoe Sajdamen she saves his life. Neytiri will be a key+ela
tionship for Jake. We’ll stop with the storyline here..asonot to ruin the experience for you.

The film contains some intense battle scenes and adgaidf spiritual content. The Na'vi worship a goddess
known as Eywa, the Great Mother.

If you see this film — and many are seeing it more thae ersee it in 3-D, even though it costs a few extra
dollars. If any film was made to be seen in 3-D, this one.

It's Complicated rated R

** 1/2

This film features a strong cast with Meryl Streep stgras Jane, the successful owner of a bakery indtalif
nia, who after 19 years of marriage to Jake (Alec BaiylWwas now been divorced from him for 10 years.
Their teenage and adult children are just now getting threedivorce, which was brought on by Jake’s affair
with his current wife, the much younger Agness (Lake)Bell



Jane and Jake are forced to spend time together asatindy €elebrates a son’s graduation from college. One
thing leads to another and Jane and Jake begin having anJsfa realizes it is wrong, but does nothing to
stop it, even though she was badly wounded by an affeselieDisappointingly, neither Jane’s friends nor

her therapist discourage the affair.

Meanwhile, Jane wants to put an addition on her hontereeets Adam (Steve Martin) her new architect.
Adam is still getting over his own divorce, and is ptaianot wanting to get involved with anyone, but ends
up falling for Jane.

This film is rated “R”, but should be rated “PG-13" foxsal content and brief male nudity, which is played
for laughs.

The film does have positive messages about the importdifiamily, excellent acting by Streep, Baldwin and
Martin (John Krasinski from “The Office” is also hilaus in a small role) and has many funny moments.
However, the overall encouragement of an affair mékiesa film that | can’t recommend.

Leap Yearrated PG

*k*

For the most part, this film has not gotten good revi®attenTomatoes.cogave it a lower approval rating
than it did the Chipmunks sequel. Aline magazine called it the worst movie of 2010. On the othad,ha
film critic Roger Ebert gave it 3 out of 4 stars, whicdm as well.

It is a predictable romantic comedy, but it's well doAmy Adams, one of my favorite actresses, stars as
Anna, who stages apartments for a living. She has bemg daremy (Adam Scott), a successful cardiologist,
for four years, and keeps waiting for him to propose pidesiot being engaged, they apply for an apartment

in the most exclusive apartment building in Boston. Whenemy doesn’t propose before he leaves for a cardi-
ology conference in Dublin, Ireland, Anna decides to follom there. She does that after being told that in
Ireland on Leap Day, a woman can ask a man to marrydfeshe goes.

But, her plane runs into turbulence and can’t get to DuBhe. eventually ends up in Dingle, where she finds
Declan, the owner of a pub/hotel, who agrees to drivéchBublin for a fee. It's quickly clear that they don't
care for each other at all.

We really enjoyed this film, which contains only a fewan profanities, though it unfortunately misuses
God'’s name several times.

The Book of Eli, rated R

** 1/2

Denzel Washington is one of my favorite actors, savags look forward to seeing his latest film. Washing-
ton, who co-produced the film, is open about his Chrisa#h,fwhich came out in the interviews he did for
this film. Unfortunately, this is not one of my faverkVashington films, though no fault of his. | guess I've
just seen enough of these end of the world, desolatecipelsvery few survivors type films.

The film, which is shot darkly - film critic Roger Ebealls it “sunburned browns and pale blues creating a
dry and dusty world under a merciless sky”. Thirty years a catastrophe wiped out most of the Earth’s



population. Washington plays Eli, who has been walkingldwastated American landscape for those 30
years. Water and food are very scarce. When asked Wwheseneading, he replies that he is going west. He
has to defend himself against motorcycle gangs, and thideegoes so with knives, pistols, rifles, karate and
shotguns.

Eli then comes upon a Western town controlled by Cagngidayed by Gary Oldman. Carnegie somehow has
access to water and owns the saloon/hotel in towmisHnarried to the blind Claudia (Jennifer Beals of
“Flashdance” fame). Her daughter is Solaria (Mila Kunis)

Carnegie has had his motorcycle gang on the lookouat $pecial book, but they have not been able to find it
for him. Eli has that book, the only copy of the boo&tiBEIli and Carnegie know the power of the book — one
will use it for good and one for evil. Carnegie is detieed to get his hands on the book.

This film contains much Christian content, but also e#m“R” rating for extreme violence and a good deal
of adult language. | was also disappointed by the enditigedfim.

Law Abiding Citizen rated R

**

Clyde’s (Gerald Butler) wife has been raped and murderethairdyoung daughter was murdered as well.
Clyde somehow survived. Unfortunately, though Clyde caniigehe killers, the DNA is for some reason

not admissible and because he blacked out during the attatéstmsony may not be credible. Thus, Nick
(Jamie Foxx), the Assistant District Attorney of Rdelphia who is proud of his conviction record, agrees to a
deal with one of the Kkillers in return for his testimo@yyde can't believe it and begs Nick to reconsider, but
Nick has already made the deal.

Ten years later, at the execution of the one killeo weceived the death penalty something goes terribly
wrong. Then the other killer turns up brutally murdered.eAldence points to Clyde and he is arrested. But
the killings continue even after he is in prison. Whbelping him on the outside with his brutal acts of venge-
ance?

The film has a strong cast. Foxx and Butler are vendgo their roles, as are Colm Meaney as Nick’s police
partner, and Viola Davis as the mayor. Although it wgead thriller and kept us guessing, it is not a film that
| can recommend. The over-the-top violence, includingpe, and large amount of adult language give the
film its well-deserved “R” rating.

The Lovely Bonesrated PG-13
*

Based on a best-selling 2002 novel by Alice Sebold, directé&etsr Jackson (Lord of the Rings, District 9,
etc.), featuring a strong cast and having Steven Spge#iseExecutive Producer, this film had a lot of promise.
Unfortunately, the film failed to deliver on the promisevithg not read the book | can’t say how much the
film sticks to the book and how much is Jackson’s credicense. But overall | felt that the film waguan-

bled mess.

The story is based around the 1973 brutal murder of 14 year-a&l Salmon (Saoirse Ronan). We see the
police Len (Michael Imperioli of The Sopranos) workingh the girl's parents (Mark Wahlberg and Rachel
Weisz) to try to find the killer, while their marriadggls apart in the midst of their grief. Susan Saranddhe



wife’s drinking and chain smoking mother and Lindsay (Rosévbt) is Susie’s younger sister who feels
strange every time she walks her dog or runs with hek temam past the home of mysterious next door
neighbor George Harvey (Stanley Tucci).

Those aspects of the film kept our attention and waspenseful. It's when the film delves into where Susie is
after she is murdered that things go astray. Unfortlyndtet is a major portion of the film.

She is in an “in between” area, a Purgatory-like plstgeen the earth and a God-less Heaven. She imtorn
that area, not wanting to leave her family, and sealdngnge on the one who killed her before she can move
on to an unbiblical Heaven.

A girl from school and her Dad see her briefly while ghin this “in between” area. Jackson is able to use
some creativity to depict what this in between arearsal/en look like. For Christians those areas will be
ultimately unsatisfying without God.

Despite some good creative special effects and good actifogrpances, this film left us flat and empty and
has an early lead in our “worst film of the yeart.li§he film earns its PG-13 primarily for its elemeotvio-
lence and some adult language.

To Save a Liferated PG-13

*k* ]/2

This film exceeded my expectations. It was written by lyga#stor Jim Britts of New Song Community
Church in Oceanside, California, and is one of the f6&stistian” films I've seen in terms of being profes-
sionally made.

The film is targeted towards teens and deals with tauich as teen suicide, pregnancy, gossip, partying, etc.
It also doesn’t avoid the difficult subjects of infidg| divorce, suicide, abortion, drinking, drugs, peer pres-
sure, etc.

Jake Taylor (Randy Wayne) is the star of the high cldbasketball team. His dream has always been to play
for the University of Louisville Cardinals and he eanmssscholarship to play there. He has a beautiful girl-
friend and is the most popular guy in school.

His boyhood friend Roger Dawson (Robert Bailey Jnesl his life when they were 11 by stepping in front of
a car to save Jake. As a result, Roger was injured anghpently walks with a limp.

Jake, now a senior, last talked to Roger when they wesarhen. They had plans to have pizza after a game,
but when Amy (Debra Kreutzberg), a cheerleader and t® beautiful girl in the school invites him to a

party, Jake not only bails on Roger, but agrees with #wimyn she says that Roger can’t attend the party. This
effectively ends their friendship, as Jake becomesassibrbed with Amy and his dream to play at Louisville.

Jake meets Chris (Joshua Weigel) a local youth pastwrafe of his games. He has no interest Christianity,
but eventually takes Chris up on his offer to come to ¢hutds after beginning to attend church that Jake’s
life begins to fall apart.

This film has a strong Christian message, but doesaitldhe difficult issues, much like Tyler Perry’sfis.

The music for the film is overseen by one of my fétes — Charlie Peacock. The film gets a PG-13 rating for
some adult language, fighting, sexuality and plenty okdrgh Highly recommended for its Christian message
and dealing effectively with difficult subjects.
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JOHN 3:16 "God's VALENTINE"

"For God so g ed the world
T hat He A ve
His dny
Begdf n
Y0
T hat whosever

Believeth n Him

Shouldll ot perish,

But havE& verlasting life."




Sad News -
Death of Pillsbury Doughboy

The Pillsbury
Doughboy died
yesterday of a yeast
infection and trauma
complications from
repeated pokes in the
belly. He was 71.
Please join me in
remembering a great
icon of the entertain-
ment community.

Doughboy was buried in a lightly
greased coffin. Dozens of celebrities
turned out to pay their respects, in-
cluding Mrs. Butterworth, Hungry
Jack, The California Raisins, Betty
Crocker, the Hostess Twinkies, and
Captain Crunch. The grave site was
piled high with flours.

Aunt Jemima delivered the eulogy
and lovingly described him as a man
who never knew how much he was
kneaded. Doughboy rose quickly in
show business, but his later life was
filled with turnovers.

He was not considered a very smart
cookie, wasting much of his dough
on half-baked schemes. Despite be-
ing a little flaky at times and a crusty
old man he was still considered a
positive roll model for millions.

He is survived by his wife Play
Dough, two children, John Dough
and Jane Dough, plus they had one
in the oven. He is also survived by
his elderly father, Pop Tart.

The funeral was held at 3:50 for
about 20 minutes.



Books That Have Influenced Me Ma&stionn Piper

These, except for the Bible, are not in any order of priority but only in the order that they came to mind. |
may well have forgotten some significant ones.

1. The Bible

There has been no period in my life as early as | can remember when | have not loved and longed to un-
derstand the Bible. And there is no way to estimate the enormity of its impact on the shape of my life and
thought.

2. a. Hermeneutics by Daniel Fuller (unpublished)

b. The Unity of the Bible by Daniel Fuller (Zondervan, 1991)
The influence of these two books is indistinguishable from the influence of Dr.. Fuller as a living teacher.
Through these two books and his teaching | found my way into a method of biblical theology which has
been immeasurably fruitful both in the scholarly and spiritual dimensions of my life. He taught me the im-
portance of seeing what is there, the importance of asking hard questions, the importance of seeking
unity in theology and the importance of a Spirit-given, docile, humility before the text of Scripture.

3. Validity in Interpretation by E.D. Hirsch (Yale U. Press, 1967).

From this book | came to believe very strongly in the real possibility of rethinking another person's
thoughts after him. This meant that "meaning"”, defined as what an author willed to communicate, was a
discoverable reality outside my own consciousness. This confidence provided for me a thrilling incentive
to read what great thinkers have written, because it meant that | might be able to actually understand
and appropriate what they thought. The possibilities for growth still seem unlimited on the basis of what |
learned from Hirsch.

4. How to Read a Book by Mortimer Adler and Charles Van Doren (Simon and Schuster, 1972).

While Hirsch gave me the philosophical foundation for the task and hope of reading for understanding,
Adler provided for me the methodological superstructure for carrying out the task. It is a beautifully writ-
ten book and is eminently reasonable and full of common sense wisdom. Perhaps the most stimulating
thing about it was the challenge it gave to stretch my mind by reading books which are harder than | can
presently handle. Doesn't it make sense that, if we are to grow in our understanding and in our ability to
reason clearly and deeply, then we must try to read those "great books" which go beyond our present
ability to fully comprehend? So Adler gave me great encouragement to get on with the business of
enlarging my understanding and my appreciation of things that great men have thought and written.

5. Books by C.S. Lewis

| discovered C.S. Lewis through Mere Christianity my freshman year in college. Since then | have read
over 20 books by Lewis. He has had a tremendous influence on me in several ways.

1) He has made me wary of chronological snobbery. That is, he has shown me that "newness" is no vir-
tue and "oldness" is no fault. Truth and beauty and goodness are not determined by when they exist.
Nothing is inferior for being old and nothing is valuable for being modern. This has freed me from the tyr-



anny of novelty and opened for me the wisdom of the ages. He said one: every third book you read
should be from outside your own (provincial) century.

2) He demonstrated for me and convinced me that rigorous, precise, penetrating logic is not inimical to
deep, soul-stirring feeling and vivid, lively, even playful imagination. He was a "romantic rationalist.” He
combined what almost everybody today assumes are mutually exclusive: rationalism and poetry, cool
logic and warm feeling, disciplined prose and free imagination. In shattering these old stereotypes for
me, he freed me to think hard and to write poetry, to argue for the resurrection and compose hymns to
Christ, to smash an argument and hug a friend, to demand a definition and use a metaphor.

3) Finally, Lewis has given (and continues to give) me an intense sense of the "realness" of things. This
is hard to communicate. To wake up in the morning and to be aware of the firmness of the mattress, the
warmth of the sun rays, the sound of the clock ticking, the sheer being of things (quidity as he calls it).
He helped me become alive to life. He helped me to see what is there in the world--things which if we
didn't have them, we would pay a million dollars to have, but having them, ignore. He convicts me of my
insensitivity to beauty. He convicts me of my callous inability to enjoy God's daily gifts. He helps me to
awaken my dazing soul so that the realities of life and of God and heaven and hell are seen and felt.
Among the books | have read and enjoyed with much profit are: Mere Christianity, Screwtape Letters,
The Problem of Pain, The Abolition of Man, Miracles, Pilgrim's Regress, Poems, Letters to an American
Lady, Letters of C.S. Lewis, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (cf. The other 6 Narnia
books),Perelandra, Out of the Silent Planet, That Hideous Strength, Christian Reflections, Experiment in
Criticism, God in the Dock, The Four Loves, The Weight of Glory, A Mind Awake(anthology ed. by C..
Kilby).

6. Books by Jonathan Edwards

Along with Daniel Fuller and C.S. Lewis, Jonathan Edwards ranks as a dominant influence upon my
thought and upon my devotion. | think | was attracted to him for the same reason | was attracted to C.S.
Lewis. One day while | was in seminary, Dr. Fuller got upset in class because some student said we
were being too rational and that this was damaging to faith and devotion to God. Fuller retorted that he
saw no reason why the two should be inimical to each other, that is, rationality and warm devotion. In the
process of defending this, and as my heart was beating fast with pleasure and expectation, Fuller said:
"Jonathan Edwards could move easily from lucid, complex logical argument into a devotional style that
would warm your grandmother's heart." That was all | needed; | was off to the library to find the hidden
treasure.

Edwards is a giant intellectually and worked as hard as anyone has, probably, to solve some of the hard-
est theological problems. To make it your aim to understand Jonathan Edwards is to set one of the high-
est and most fruitful theological goals possible. | have plodded along in pursuit of this goal for years and
the effort has been rewarded one hundred-fold in profundity of theological, ethical, psychological insight.
But more than that, Edwards has ushered me closer into the presence of God than any other writer has.
He has done this by depicting God in a way so authentic and so powerful that to read and understand is
to experience the Reality beyond the description. Edwards has been there where few of us ever get to go
in this life and he has sought and found words that, for me at leas, not only inform but transport. Pene-
trating logic and spiritual responses of the affections mingle in Edwards like branch and fruit, fire and
heat, pain and weeping. They are inextricably wed. It is impossible to have understood Edwards and
ever to be satisfied again with "rationalism" or with "enthusiasm." Logic and affection are happily married
in the healthy heart of Jonathan Edwards.



The most influential book was Freedom of the Will which, so far as | know, has not been shown wrong.
It's thesis is that "God's moral government over mankind, his treating them as moral agents, making
them the object of his commands, counsels, calls, warnings, expostulations, promises, threatenings, re-
wards and punishment is not inconsistent with a determining disposal of all events, of every kind,
throughout the universe, in his providence; either by positive efficiency, or permission.”

Next to this in shaping my thought would be his Dissertation Concerning the End for Which God Created
the World. Here both reason and an amazing plethora of Scriptures are amassed to demonstrate that
God makes Himself the end of all his acts in creation and redemption. "All that is ever spoken of in the
Scripture as an ultimate end of God's works, is included in that one phrase, THE GLORY OF GOD."
Along with Dr. Fuller's Unity of the Bible this book has caused many things to fall into place for me.

The other works | have read in the order of their impact are Religious Affections, The Nature of True Vir-
tue, Unpublished Essay on the Trinity, The Great Christian Doctrine of Original Sin Defended, Charity
and its Fruits, and other sermons.

7. Books by George Ladd

In understanding the theology unique to the New Testament no one has influenced me more than
George Ladd. This is true especially concerning the message of Jesus and the message of Paul and
how they have a unified view of redemptive history. From Ladd's books, A Theology of the New Testa-
ment and The Presence of the Future, | came to appreciate the centrality of the coming of God's King-
dom into history in advance of its apocalyptic manifestation at the end of history. "Fulfillment without con-
summation”, as Ladd puts it is the "mystery of the Kingdom" which we as believers are given to know.
The essence of Christianity is "the already". The center of history is in the past. The decisive battle has
been won against Satan. It was fought in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We now live in a ten-
sion as Christians for we are delivered from this present evil age and have our citizenship in heave, but
we are not yet perfected and the flesh, the world and Satan are not yet wholly abolished. Therefore we
are more than conquerors but we still must fight.

Many others might have taught me this (Oscar Cullmann, Geerdhardus Vos, etc.) but in the providence
of God | learned it best from George Ladd and | am deeply grateful to him for his labor in study and writ-

ing.

8. Other authors

There have no doubt been many other books that have influenced me, some of which | can't even re-
member. Authors like G.K. Chesterton, William Wordsworth, Paul Tournier, John Calvin, Leonhard Gop-
pelt, Bill Piper (my father), Stuart Hackett and Clyde Kilby still come to my mind. But such a list begins to
be too inclusive to be useful.

Nor, in conclusion, do | want to leave the impression that reading many books is important. Reading
great books and reading them well is what is important. Meditative reading, reading which stops and
ponders, reading which sees deep into reality - that is the kind of reading which profits. That kind of read-
ing should never end for you. Growth and stimulation and transformation will never end for you. You will
be in the company of the greatest minds and hearts for the rest of your life, and you will become their
peers if you read for understanding and for life.

By John Piper. © Desiring God. Websitevw.desiringGod.org. Email: mail@desiringGod.org. Toll Free:
1.888.346.4700.
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Thanks...

We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pa&ob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Art Moser, Eric

Cowell, Carl Trueman, Doug Michael, Sharon Bourne, lanvathes and John Piper.

Coram Deo Submissions...

We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in pdoganail or email to pencecoramdeo@msn.com.

Send them for the March issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, Fgl#8ar




