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small thought on “Why was Jesus 
born in a manger?” by Art Moser 
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Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

���������	�
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Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. 
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They had a great turnout for the coffee house outreach, where students drank coffee and played Scrabble. 
The outreach was very successful in drawing in a lot of new students to make contacts with. Afterwards  

their students in the chapter hit the dorms in order to follow-up and get to know some of the students that 
attended a little better. Recently their little daughter Emma also seems to be one of the best follow-up part-
ners and has had a fun time going door to door doing follow-ups with her daddy and meeting students and 
inviting them to IV events. This has been a wonderful opportunity for 5 year old Emma to share the love of 
Jesus with others.  
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1. That God will bring a larger group of 20 or more dedicated missional students who will see the vision of the chapter. 

2. In the midst of all of the busyness that God will protect them and keep the entire family healthy. 

3. That God leads them in what his will is for their life, and gives them peace as they plan to go to Germany to do ministry. 

4. That their core group of students as they grow in their walk with the Lord, will develop their leadership and heart to reach 
out to the students around them. 
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small thought  on “Why was Jesus born in a manger?” 
Art Moser 
 
 It began with Abraham, I think.  It appears he was not a very significant per-
son in Ur when he left there with his father and siblings.  Then he and nephew Lot 
went on to Canaan.  Not much happened there; he was a fairly successful farmer 
although famine forced him to go to Egypt.  He and his wife had one son, Isaac, 
who seemed to have an unspectacular life.  Isaac’s twin sons, Jacob and Esau, 
fought a lot.  Jacob was a mama’s boy and a liar and a deceiver.  After deceiving 
Esau, he had to flee for his life, went to visit an uncle, and came back with two 
wives.  From them and their maids, he had twelve sons and one daughter.  One 
son was daddy’s favorite and the older ten sons didn’t like him.  In fact, they 

planned to murder him but instead sold him as a slave to some men passing through.  Then they went home 
and lied to their dad about it.  Eventually, the whole family ended up in Egypt again. 
 If you were going to build a nation through whom you planned to bless the whole world, is this the 
family you would pick?  Especially if you knew that after being in Egypt a couple of centuries or so they would 
all end up being slaves?  I doubt if Abraham’s descendants would be your pick.  But that’s because you’re not 
God. 
 When God did choose them to be his special family, he made it very clear it was not because they 
were such a great people or that they were better than other families and nations around them or that there 
was anything special to distinguish them.  They were slaves, the lowest of the low, when he called them out 
to be his nation.  They owned little besides the clothes on their backs and the animals they maintained for 
their sustenance.  They owned no property—not one square inch.  They had absolutely nothing except their 
own bodies from which to build a nation which God could use to bring a blessing to the whole world. 
 For the next several hundred years, God moved to accomplish what he set out to do with this most 
unlikely nation of people.  He gave them a law to govern them, one of the most remarkable pieces of legisla-
tion in the world’s history, designed to hold them together as a distinct people until the time came for his 
blessing to be poured out on the whole world.  He gave them land and established them as a nation.  Their 
third king became one of wealthiest monarchs of his time. 
 That is how God does things.  He starts with the lowest of the low and builds out of that material 
something marvelous, majestic, and glorious.  The pinnacle of his creation is the human race.  And how does 
he describe how he made us?  From dirt.  That’s typical. 
 So how did he use this nation to bless the world?  It started with one of their babies.  A baby born in a 
palace?  A baby whose parents were among the educated elite?  The baby of one of the great spiritual lead-
ers?  Isn’t that how we would do it, choosing one who would have all the privileges and opportunities of the 
best family possible?  But that is not God’s way.  The baby he chose was born into very poor circumstances, 
the child of a carpenter and a young woman.  He had no advantages in society. 
 As an adult he continued to move among the poor, the hopeless, the outcast, the downtrodden, the 
marginalized.  His closest friends came from many walks of life including fishermen and a tax-collector, one of 
the most despised occupations.  He gained the enmity of the religious elite and the political leaders.  The edu-
cated argued with him.  And in the end, his enemies staged a rigged trial, condemned him to death, and had 
him executed. 
 Yet this “nobody” accomplished something no one else in the entire world through all of history had 
ever done.  He rose bodily from the dead.  His friends saw him, touched him, and conversed with him.  In that 
resurrection he conquered the greatest enemies of humanity:  death, hell, and the devil.  In that resurrection 
he brought hope to people of every tribe, tongue, and nation.  In that resurrection, he blessed the whole 
world. 
 So why was Jesus born in a manger?  It is God’s way.  God starts with the hopeless and gives them 
hope in Jesus.  God starts with the poorest of the poor and enriches their life beyond measure in Jesus.  God 
starts with the marginalized and elevates them to be his kings and priests in Jesus.  God starts with the out-
cast and makes him his own child in Jesus.  God starts with the downtrodden and lifts him up to glory in Je-
sus. 
 The one who came to bless the whole world knew what it was to be hopeless and poor and marginal-
ized and outcast and downtrodden.  He started life that way and he lived it that way until he returned to the 
glory from which he had come. 
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Chaos and the Cross  by Nick Anderson 
 
 Every age of salvation history is marked on the one hand, by the prophetic peti-
tion, “How long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?” (Hab. 1:2), and on the other 
hand a transcendent imminence of the Lord’s soon response to “wonder and be as-
tounded” for the work that he will do which we would not believe if told (Hab. 1:5).  It is 
this tension, between the justice and mercy of God that we wrestle with, even in the New 
Covenant age.  Justice, marked by judgment in righteousness where all evil will be defini-

tively dealt with.  Patience embodying the tender mercies of our God who delays in exercising his wrath in 
order that more of our loved ones will be saved in time, and all of his children brought into his fold.  So the 
delay of Christ’s ultimate presence is filled with sacrificial, obedient mission of the church in history 
(Bauckham, “The Jewish World Around the NT, p.86), as we follow the Lamb who was slain to victory and 
redeeming restoration of the world. 
 God knows precisely when to interrupt the status quo (Pastor Duane Otto 11-28-10 sermon) of our 
comfortable lives, in order to magnify his kingdom that comes each day on earth as it is in heaven.  The 
Lamb’s mission and implementation of his victory must be continued in the followers of the Lamb, until God’s 
purposes of grace for the world have been fulfilled.  The logic of his delay in returning is the logic of the cross 
(Bauckham, p.85).  God delays the end for the sake of the church, so that the Lamb may be the leader of a 
vast new people of God drawn from every nation, sharing victory through suffering.  His righteousness 
brought about by martyrdom and faithful presence of his witnessing church even as he exercises temporal 
judgments in history (Rev. 11:3-13). 
 Every generation then faces a different context to apply God’s unchanging word to the surrounding 
nations.  The same message of the love of Christ tends to vary in context in relation to the time it is in history, 
to the “need of the hour.”  Identifying where society (including of course, ourselves) is in most need of re-
demption, combined with discerning how God has gifted and called each of us individually and corporately, 
brings forth the mandate for “doing righteousness.”  This will look different, in the main, for all of us, depend-
ing on what we are called to be and do, but it is uniform in its pronouncement of the righteousness of God, his 
justice for the oppressed, his mercy for the poor and hurting and helpless, and his faithfulness to redeem all 
of creation by means of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. 
 After a few decades of unprecedented comfort and ease for most in the Western world, it seems that 
the time has come where the Sovereign Lord is allowing massive exposure and chaos to ensue in increasing 
levels of society; politically, socially, and economically.  The status quo is being interrupted, resulting in the 
greatest opportunity for Christian witness in perhaps centuries, to a world that will increasingly (we pray) look 
for truth as more and more deceit is exposed at the very core of “reality,” at the heart of the structures of soci-
ety.  Our own government, increasingly doing things that are making even the most sleepy-eyed of people 
ask probing questions of intent.  This, opening up a pandora’s box of questioning the integrity of news 
sources, institutional structures in education, healthcare, and the ethics involved in creation of money and 
debt, structures we have thus far taken for granted.  In short, masses of people in an already skeptical post 
modern generation are waking up to the fact that all is not what it seems to be.  Not instigated by a sinful 
witch hunt of evil intentions, but simply a quizzical encounter of discernment through events that affect our 
everyday lives. 
 Why are food and energy prices spiking?  Why are nearly 20% of people unemployed?  How in the 
world did we get to a place where minimum wage government agents are breaching physical boundaries in 
airports in abusive ways?  Why are large financial institutions reaping windfalls and earning bailouts for im-
moral behavior while increasing millions barely have enough to eat?  Why have small business employers’ 
healthcare costs just jumped by 15-20%?  Why is our country invested with military troops in 130 countries?  
Why does every major terror attack on American soil have so many inconsistencies and questions surround-
ing the motives and explanations?  Why are countries overseas losing their sovereignty to IMF global banking 
elites (Greece, Ireland, with more to follow) while tax payers in America are again tagged with 20% of their so 
called bailout money?  Why are 5 million homes in foreclosure?  If security is needed so badly in airports, why 
not on the southern border?  Why do 400 million kids globally go without consistent fresh water? 
 I could go on, but the point is clear that exposure is happening at the most rapid rate in world history, 
due to internet communication and the work of the Spirit.  As light is shown into the darkness, we are left wan-
dering with Pilate “What is truth?”  It is into this world of disillusionment we are called to enter as the calendar 
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turns and history marches on, as bearers and witnesses of the Truth.  God is gracious to save us from sin 
and death, from our own deceit and complicity with evil, in order, like Esther and the multitude of saints before 
us, to raise us up for such a time as this, to speak, to act, to love, to be thankful for God’s good gifts and for-
giveness and to do so at the edge of brokenness with the Spirit’s wisdom, scandalously loving our enemies, 
holding fast to what is good, and trusting that our Savior is in control as he uses all kinds of means to expose 
evil intentions of malice.  What will it mean for us, the living saints with citizenship in heaven, to take up our 
cross and follow the Lamb who was Slain, even as we worship him in Spirit and in Truth?  Let the reader un-
derstand. 
 
Postscript: 1 Peter offers a wonderful “tract” on entering the world to “do good” even as we follow Christ and 
honor all involved, even enemies, providing a much needed Spirit led voice in the midst of increasing chaos. 
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FHG team member Christian Holst was able to speak at a youth retreat in the Ozarks to a 
group of 60 kids from Grace Presbyterian and Covenant Presbyterian which are both located in 
the St. Louis area. The students had a blast with field games, skits, camp food, thin mattresses, 
and funny songs. Christian’s talks focused on 3 topics: Faith, Jesus, and Eternity. Three stu-
dents over the weekend turned their lives in surrender to Christ. Pastor Charles Johnson said 
afterwards to Christian. “Thank you for blessing us all with your preaching this past weekend. 
You enabled us to dive into great conversations with our kids. Lots of great ministry will con-
tinue over the next few years because of the conversations we entered into with our kids this 
past weekend. God truly blessed us with you... Thank you.” 
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s 1. That God will give Rob wisdom and direction and guide every decision the board of directors makes.  

2. That God will impress upon the hearts of many people a desire to help financially support the ministry.  

3. That God will also prepare the heart of the person, and bring forth the right executive director for the ministry. 

4. That God will also provide more new prayer partners who will hold FHG before the Lord regularly. 

�

One of the students they met on their summer project in Asia has since been flourishing and just 
recently told their co-worker there that God is using her in her workplace to pray with her co-
workers every morning and many of them have started going to church with her to find out more 
about God. The student also said to their co-worker “This is what my life is about. I only want to 
serve God”. Another one of their students Ashley at Meramec has grown tremendously since they 
shared the Gospel with her in Sept. and she gave her life to the Lord. This is what Ashley had to 
say in an email to them recently: “I just want to thank Campus Crusade for Christ for being God’s 
hand upon this earth”, Because of this love (Christ’s Love), I no longer want to take my life, but 
now live to tell the world there is a way out of extreme suffering, that life was meant to be beautiful 
and full of love.” 
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s 1. That the student they met in Asia and staff there will be given a common vision and wisdom in how to reach Muslims. 

2. That they receive strength from the Lord in initiating and pursuing hurting people in their neighborhood and on campus. 

3. As all the leaders at Truman are praying for 3 close non-Christian friends that this will lead to opportunities to serve them 
and share the Gospel which will lead to much fruit and that many would give their sins to Jesus. 

�

John and Linda are continuing to study the Bible with several different students. So, far God 
has provided most of the meals for next semester and there are only 3 ITT meals that are left to 
be scheduled. John and Linda also recently went to Georgia for the ISI Regional Retreat and 
along the way visited two international families. They had great visits with the families and the 
retreat was very refreshing. Their new intern Sam seems to be relating very well with all of the 
students. Many international students will be shifting apartments very soon at the end of the 
semester. Generally most of them will be moving between Dec. 10-22. This is especially due to 
the fact that Cardinal Court will be closing in order to be demolished.   
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1. Help from churches for Cardinal Court Students whose apartments will be demolished at the end of the semester.  

2. For Sam their intern from Lincoln Christian Univ. as he continues to interact with students and work with the Bergers. 

3. That individuals or families would find it in their hearts to include an international student in their Christmas events. 

4. That individuals or families would provide transportation and 1-3 day homestays for new students who arrive around Jan. 
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This month we continue our study of theology by looking at the topic of perseverance of the saints from 
R.C. Sproul’s book Essential Truths of the Christian Faith, published by Tyndale House Publishers (reprinted 
with permission). You can find out more about the books Tyndale publishes at www.tyndale.com 
�

Most of us know people who have made a profession of faith in Christ and who have perhaps even made a 
strong display of faith, involving themselves deeply in the life and ministry of the church, only to later repudi-
ate that faith and become spiritual dropouts. Such evidence always raises the question, can a person once saved 
lose his salvation? Is apostasy a clear and present danger for the believer? 

The Roman Catholic church teaches that people can and do lose their salvation. If a person commits a mortal 
sin, such sin kills the grace of justification that inhabits his soul. If he dies before being restored to a state of 
grace via the sacrament of penance, he will go to hell.  

Many Protestants also believe that it is possible to lose one’s salvation. The warnings of Hebrews 6 and Paul’s 
concerns about becoming “disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:27), as well as the examples of King Saul and others 
have led some to conclude that people can fall fully and finally from grace. On the other hand, Reformed the-
ology teaches the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints. This doctrine is sometimes called “eternal secu-
rity.” In essence the doctrine teaches that if you have saving faith you will never lose it, and if you lose it, you 
never had it.  As John writes, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us; but they went out that they  might be made manifest, that none of them were of 
us” (1 John 2:19). 

We know it is possible for people to be enamored by certain elements of Christianity without ever embracing 
Christ Himself. Perhaps a young person is attracted to a fun and stimulating youth group that has an appealing 
program. The person may be “converted” to the program without being converted to Christ. Such a person may 
like those pictured in the parable of the sower:  

A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and 
the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it 
lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on 
good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold. (Luke 8: 5-8).  

The parable may refer to those who believed at first, but afterwards fell away, or it may mean that those who 
“believed” had a false or spurious faith, as Reformed theology maintains. Only the seed that falls on the good 
ground yields the fruit of obedience. Jesus describes these as ones who hear the word “with a noble and good 
heart” (Luke 8:15). Their faith proceeds from a truly regenerate heart.  

The doctrine of perseverance does not rest on our ability to persevere, even if we are regenerate. Rather, it 
rests on the promise of God to preserve us. Paul writes to the Philippians, “Being confident of this very thing, 
that He would has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). It 
is by grace and grace alone that Christians persevere. God finishes what He begins. He insures that His pur-
poses in election are not frustrated.  

The golden chain of Romans 8 gives further testimony to this hope. “Moreover whom He predestined, these 
He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glori-
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fied” (Romans 8:30). Paul goes on to declare that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).  

We have security because salvation is of the Lord and we are His craftsmanship. He gives the Holy Spirit to 
every believer as a promise that He will fulfill what He begins. He has likewise sealed every believer by the 
Holy Spirit. He has marked us with an indelible mark and given His personal down payment that guarantees 
He will finish the transaction.  

A final word of confidence is found in the high-priestly work of Christ, who intercedes for us. Just as Jesus 
prayed for the restoration of Peter (and not for Judas), so He prays for our restoration when we stumble and 
fall. We may fall for a season but never fully or finally fall away. Jesus prayed in the upper room, “While I 
was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of 
them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled” (John 17:12). Only Judas, who 
was a son of perdition from the beginning, whose profession of faith was spurious, was lost. Those who are 
truly believers cannot be snatched from God’s hand (John 10: 27-30). 

Summary:  

+�� Many people make a profession of faith in Christ and later repudiate Him.�

,�� Perseverance of the saints rests on the promises of God to preserve the saints.�

/�� God will bring to completion the salvation of the elect.�

I�� Those who depart from the faith were never really believers.�

3�� We can have confidence in our salvation because we have been sealed with the Holy Spirit. He is God’s 
pledge to bring our salvation to completion.�

M�� The intercession of Christ is for our preservation.�

Next month we’ll look at the assurance of salvation.  
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BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
In Defense of Faith:  The Judeo-Christian Idea and the Struggle for Humanity by David Brog.  Encounter 
Books, 2010.  365 pages plus Notes and Index. 
 
We begin with a brief quiz. 
1.  Who was Jeremiah Everts and what did he do for the Cherokee Indians? 
2.  What sacrifice did Samuel Worcester and Elizur Butler make because of their Christian convictions? 
3.  To what U. S. abolitionist did William Wilberforce give his personal blessing? 
4.  What was Theodore Weld’s role in the abolitionist movement? 
5.  What American president wrote:  “I advance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks … are inferior 

to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind.”? 
 
 Stumped?  I would have been also before I read David Brog’s In Defense of Faith.  David Brog is the 
Jewish director of Christians United for Israel, a man who works closely with the Christian faith community.  
The book is his attempt to defuse some of the hostile rhetoric being leveled at religion in general and the 
Judeo-Christian faith in particular.  He specifically limits himself to the Judeo-Christian tradition and to the 
Western world where this tradition has had the most influence.  What he calls the “Judeo-Christian idea” is 
the “belief in the equality and sanctity of all humans combined with this call to actively love them.” 
 
 Brog’s introduction is titled “The Sanctity of Life and its Discontents” in which he uses the Judeo-
Christian teachings as a counterfoil to the arguments of modern proponents of abortion, infanticide, euthana-
sia, etc.  He includes a history of such actions from the ancient Romans to the present. 
 
 Chapters One and Two examine the bases of morality, from the “selfish genes” of atheist evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins to the Judeo-Christian idea.  Brog follows the development of modern morality from 
the Enlightenment philosophers through the Nazi and Soviet eras.  He looks also at the views of life and value 
of persons in the Aztec society.  He then looks at the contrast with the Judeo-Christian ideas.  He notes, 
“Whether one calls it the selfish gene, the evil inclination, or original sin, the evil in the world comes from us.  
The central mission of the Judeo-Christian tradition has always been to overcome this fundamental flaw of 
human nature.”  He begins with the Jewish notion of personhood as expanding beyond the family eventually 
to the whole world.  Then he looks at the Christian position using the teachings of Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, 
and others. 
 
 The two following chapters deal with genocide and slavery and the Judeo-Christian ideas about these 
atrocities (which are still prevalent in the modern world).  Historically, Brog tells of genocide in Latin America 
from the European conquerors of that territory and of the valiant but largely ineffective efforts of Christians in 
Europe to stop it.  He moves to ethnic cleansing in North America:  the genocide of the Native Americans by 
the Spanish, English, and to an even larger extent, the Caucasian Americans, especially in the South and 
West.  The stories he then writes of the Evangelical Christian response were some I think I had never heard 
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and form the basis of some of the quiz questions at the beginning of this review.  Brog deals with Western 
and especially American slavery in much the same way. 
 
 Brog’s next two chapters deal with the decline in Western culture from the influence of Judeo-Christian 
morality and then with its recovery after World War II.  In particular he looks at Hitler’s race-based morality 
and Marx and Lenin’s class-based morality, and he documents how they came into being as a result of reject-
ing the Judeo-Christian idea.  He also documents the consequences of their actions.  Countering this, he 
notes the influence of Judeo-Christian ideas in the work of Martin Luther King, in the forgiving of debts of third 
world countries, in the works of many Christian groups in attacking the problems of hunger, disease, and slav-
ery in modern Africa.  He credits Bono of the band U2 with being a significant influence in this work. 
 
 The last three chapters Brog uses to demythologize popular myths in the area of morality.  Concerning 
myths of biblical immorality, he discusses particularly slavery and genocide, giving in each case the Judeo-
Christian understanding of Scripture.  He deals similarly with myths about ancient Christian atrocities such as 
attacks on Jews, the Crusades, and the Spanish Inquisition.  Finally, from the other direction he attacks the 
myth of Enlightenment perfection by delineating areas into which Enlightenment thinking has taken people 
such as sterilization and euthanasia of “inferior” people and even justification of racism, slavery and genocide 
at times.  Brog concludes with a section on the need for humility on the part of all parties. 
 
 I learned a great deal from this book.  Brog, although a thoroughgoing Jew, is very kind and suppor-
tive of Christianity and the actions of Christians.  In discussing some of the myths, I think he is hampered by 
not seeing the coming of Jesus as Messiah fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham as a means of understanding 
and interpreting the more difficult passages of Scripture.  But it is a book worth reading; I am confident you 
will learn some things you never knew. 
 
Here are the quiz answers. 
1.  Jeremiah Everts, a missionary to the Cherokees, led the fight against the Indian Removal Act authorizing 

states to forcibly remove Native Americans from their lands. 
2.  Worcester and Butler willingly refused a pardon from the governor of Georgia in order to give the Chero-

kees a basis for taking the Indian Removal Act to the Supreme Court.  As a result, they sat in prison until 
the act was declared unconstitutional. 

3.  William Garrison. 
4.  Theodore Weld organized the students at Ohio’s Lane Seminary into one of the strongest anti-slavery 

movements prior to the Civil War. 
5.  Thomas Jefferson. 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
A Journey: My Political Life by Tony Blair. Knopf. 720 pages. 2010  
 
For some reason, I’ve always liked Tony Blair. I guess that’s because England was our only major ally in the 
“war on terror” and Blair was so loyal to the United States and President Bush. Whatever the reason, I was 
really excited to hear about this book. I decided I wanted to listen to the audio book since Blair himself would 
be reading it, and I’m glad I did. I found it to be fascinating. True, there are aspects to the British government 
system that I didn’t know anything about before this book. For example, instead of the Republican and De-
mocrat parties, there are the Labor and Torrey parties. Blair became the head of the Labor Party in 1994, fol-
lowing the death of its previous head, John Smith.  Blair then rebranded it as “New Labor”.  
 

This is a political autobiography, we don’t get to see too much of Blair’s private life. He mentions once or 
twice how important religion is to him, and that he attends the Anglican Church, but that’s all we get on that 
subject. We hear early on that he lost his Mom to cancer when he was young. His father had been a promis-
ing politician, but he had a stroke and had to relearn how to speak, effectively ending his political career. On 
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the night of his election to his first of three terms as Prime Minister, father and son’s eyes met at the celebra-
tion, each knowing that Mom should have been there to celebrate the moment with them.   
 

This is a fascinating book by one of the top world leaders of the last half century. Highlights include the sec-
tion on the period immediately after the death of Princess Diana.  Some will remember this from the film “The 
Queen”.  Blair had a very good relationship with President Bill Clinton, someone who he was much closer po-
litically than he was with Bush. In fact, in one point in the book after a meeting at Bush’s Crawford ranch Blair 
admits that they really didn’t agree on many issues at all, with Blair being a liberal and Bush a conservative. 
Despite that, Blair has genuine affection for Bush, praising him for his integrity and political courage. In a re-
cent television appearance promoting the book, David Letterman tried to get Blair to agree with him that Bush 
really wasn’t very smart. Blair wouldn’t bite on it at all, instead stating that Bush and the U.S. were great 
friends to England and that he stands by his friends.  
 

An interesting part of the book is Blair’s description of his role in brokering a power sharing agreement in 
Northern Ireland, the clash over Kosovo and Sierra Leone. You hear him sharing the joy of securing the 
Olympics for England and dealing with the tragedy of a terrorist bombing in London in the very same week.  
 

Blair made major changes to Britain’s economic education, health-care, law enforcement and social policies. 
But Blair’s decade (1997-2007) in office will most likely be most remembered for his decision to go to war in 
Iraq and stand shoulder to shoulder with the United States. He spends a good amount of time on the Afghani-
stan and Iraq wars in the book.   
    
Throughout the book Blair talks about the tension with Gordon Brown, who was the Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer, which controls all government spending. It was Brown was had been generally regarded as the leader-in-
waiting at the time of John Smith’s death in 1994, and whom Blair had outmaneuvered at the time of the suc-
cession. It seems that Gordon pressed for Blair to leave office early (he didn’t serve out a full third term), with 
Brown taking over in June 2007. He was defeated in 2010.  
 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book, hearing Blair describe his leadership through 10 difficult years leading Eng-
land. He received an estimated $7.5 million advance for the book and has announced that he will donate all 
proceeds to a charity for wounded British military veterans.   
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Bill Pence 
 
Decision Points by George W. Bush. Crown. 512 pages. 2010.  
 
This presidential memoir is organized into key decisions that the 43rd President of the United States has 
made. The book begins with his decision to stop drinking, a decision he says without which he would never 
have become President. He tells us about growing up, including his time at Yale and Harvard, being an owner 
of the Texas Rangers major league baseball team, two-term governor of Texas and the son of President 
Bush, the 41st President of the United States.  
 
Bush has never kept his Christian faith private. Christian readers will enjoy the many references about his 
faith in this book, as he writes openly about his faith, including the fact that he starts each day by reading the 
Bible.  
 
The book is fascinating in that the reader hears directly from the President about the many key events and 
decisions he was faced with throughout his two terms in office. Those events of course include the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001 and the resulting war in Afghanistan and the bad intelligence regarding Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction that led to the invasion of Iraq. They also include Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and 
the financial crisis of 2008 and many other fascinating events and decisions that Bush was involved in 
throughout his presidency.  
I found Bush to be humble, admitting where he made mistakes and where he had regrets that he not 
achieved legislative victories on such items as Social Security and immigration reform.  I enjoyed his recollec-
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tions and impressions of world leaders such as his close friend Tony Blair and others such as Vladimir Putin 
(not such a close friend). He felt that his greatest accomplishment was not having another terrorist attack on 
American soil in the seven years of his presidency after 9/11. The worst moment of his presidency was being 
accused of being a racist in how the federal government responded to Hurricane Katrina. 
 
I listened to the unabridged audio book (20 hours). An abridged version (7 hours) with President Bush reading 
it is also available.   
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
Art Moser 
 
The Next Christians:  How a New Generation Is Restoring the Faith, by Gabe Lyons.  Doubleday, 2010.  205 
pages plus Notes, Index, and Q Notes (Questions for further study.) 
 
 The subtitle above is on the book jacket; the subtitle on the title page reads:  The Good News About 
the End of Christian America.  I suspect that the good news mentioned here is that the other subtitle is some-
thing taking place now. 
 
 If you attended Neil Skaggs’ Foundations class earlier this year centered on Chuck Colson’s book The 
Faith, then you saw Gabe Lyons who was Colson’s interviewer in the videos we watched.  Lyons is becoming 
widely known as a statistician gathering and publishing data about the state of Christianity in America.  Three 
years ago he published a book with David Kinnaman of the Barna Group titled Unchristian1. 
 
 Lyons divides his book into three parts.  Part 1 explores the ways in which our culture is changing.  He 
especially deals with the declining influence of the church in society and the negative opinions of Christianity 
held by many people.  Lyons labels the “New Normal” as pluralistic, post modern, and post-Christian.  The 
word of hope he holds out is that these circumstances may lead to a beautiful resurgence of Christianity. 
 
 Modern Christians in this culture, according to Lyons, tend to function in one of six categories.  There 
are Insiders, Culture Warriors, Evangelizers, Blenders, Philanthropists, and, finally, Restorers.  It is the Re-
storers, he contends, who will change the nature of the Christian witness and hence the prevalent attitudes 
toward Christianity. 
 
 In the last chapter of Part 1, Lyons explores what he means by restoration.  He argues that we need a 
more complete theology that begins, not with the fall, but with creation, and ends, not with the resurrection, 
but with God’s restoration of his kingdom.  “Christians,” he says, “are called to partner [with God] in a restora-
tive work so that the torch of hope is carried until Christ returns.” 
 
 Part 2 forms the bulk of Lyon’s book.  In it he examines the six characteristics of Restorers illustrating 
each with one or more stories of people who are in the process of carrying out restoration in our world. 
 
 The first characteristic he lists is “provoked, not offended”; that is, rather than being offended at what 
we see in other people and their lives we are provoked to engage with them.  He illustrates this with the story 
of Jamie Tworkowski and his movement “To Write Love On Her Arms”2.  This mind-set is characterized by 
engagement over condemnation, grace over judgment, courage over comfort and faithfulness over reputation. 
 
 Lyon’s second characteristic, creators, not critics, calls for the Christians to create culture which cele-
brates beauty, affirms goodness, tells the truth, and serves.  His examples include William Wilberforce as well 
as musicians who make good music readily available, hosts who open their home, parents who work with 
helping other parents whose children have birth defects. 
 Restorers consider their occupations as a calling, not simply employment.  Their workplace is their 
place of ministry, not restricted to or even primarily about evangelism.  Rather they use what Lyons calls the 
channels of cultural influence to bring well being to the workplace and the community.  These channels he 
lists as Media, Education, Arts and Entertainment, Business, Government, Social Sector, and Church. 
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 Lyons tells the story of one of his friends who began as a restorer but got so caught up in his occupa-
tion as a calling that he began to drift away from his Christian moorings which led to personal and familial dis-
aster.  He uses the prophet Daniel as a contrast and example to note that Restorers are grounded, not dis-
tracted. 
 
 Restorers are in community, not alone.  Community emphasizes the characteristics of relational inti-
macy, proximity and permanence, serving with others, participating in the wider world, and working in the 
church as community. 
 
 Finally, Restorers are countercultural, not “relevant”.  Basically this means being in the world, a part of 
the culture, but not of it, not allowing the culture to compromise one’s calling. 
 
 Part 3 concludes the book with a picture of what is happening within the church because of the influ-
ence of the “Restorers” already at work.  Lyons notes that  “… where Christians restore, people get saved” 
and “… the Christian has a calling and a responsibility to think, work, and live in terms of how the world ought 
to be in contrast to reacting to how it really is.” 
 
 In a number of ways, this book carries out in a practical sense some of the ideas in James Hunter’s To 
Change the World.3  Hunter called it a “faithful presence” in all areas of society.  Lyons is not a writer of the 
caliber of Hunter, but he has written in a very interesting and challenging way encouraging the church to rec-
ognize that the current culture calls for new ways of being witnesses for Christ in the world.  Endorsed by 
Chuck Colson and Os Guinness, this book is recommended for everyone and especially for all who are in po-
sitions of influence in the church or see the importance of influencing the culture and changing the current cul-
tural perception of Christianity. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
1.  Reviewed in Coram Deo in February, 2008. 
2.  You can read a brief version of this in the November issue of Christianity Today, page 112. 
3.  Reviewed in Coram Deo in October, 2010. 
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Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 1 rated PG 13 
Reviewed by Melody Green 
 
Since the first book in the Harry Potter series was published in 1997, Christians have had a mixed response to 
these stories.  Some well known radio speakers have condemned the stories for their use of magic and charac-
ters called “witches” and “wizards,” while others, such as Connie Neal and John Granger, have praised them 
for their focus on self-sacrifice, love, and Christian symbolism which works along the same lines as the 
Chronicles of Narnia. 

Be that as it may, the  seventh Harry Potter film is filled with symbolic images that remind the reader less of 
traditional Christianity than of the events surrounding one of the darkest times in recent history: the second 
world war.    In Harry’s world, the evil wizard Voldemort and his followers, known as the Death Eaters, want 
to eliminate all people in their world who are not “pureblood” wizards—that is, wizards whose parents were 
also wizards.  Anyone who had parents who were grocers or dentists are, thus, in danger of being shipped 
away and never seeing their families again.  The Ministry of Magic, the government that rules the Wizarding 
World, has consistently been ineffective in fighting against the Death Eaters, and in this film, they finally gain 
the upper hand. 

 The symbolism that connects the events in Harry Potter’s world with the events in real history begins in the 
very first scene, which is a close-up of the eyes of a person who is speaking: “These are dark times, there is no 
denying it. Our world has faced no greater threat than it does today.”  As the camera pans back, the viewer 
who has seen the earlier films realizes that the location is The Ministry of Magic headquarters, and the person 
speaking is the Minister of Magic, the most politically powerful person in wizarding world. His words are an 
exact reversal of something Winston Churchill said while Britain was suffering the horrors of WWII:  “These 
are not dark days: these are great days -- the greatest days our country has ever lived.”   This reversal not only 
draws a parallel between the two events, one real, one fantasy, but is also a foreshadowing: Churchill’s words 
of hope led a nation to victory, while the Minister of Magic’s government is overthrown by his enemies soon 
after he makes this announcement.   

The movie offers other visuals to strengthen this comparison: at one point, Harry and his two close friends in-
filtrate the taken-over  Ministry of Magic building.  Throughout the building, are men dressed in uniforms 
closely resembling those of  Nazi SS soldiers, and more than once these men are shown dragging people away.  
Harry and his friends find themselves witnessing the trial of a “mudblood,” that is, a woman who claims to be 
a witch even though her parents were not.  This woman happens to be wearing a hairstyle and dress that were 
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quite popular during the early 1940’s.  This, along with various comments about a temporary defeat of evil in 
the Wizarding World that occurred in 1945, are designed to lead the audience to think about similarities be-
tween the events in the wizarding world and very real events in human history. 

Unlike in real history, however, it is not governments that unite to pull down this structure of evil, but a group 
of people who work strictly underground. Their hope is placed in a teenage boy who is called by some “The 
Chosen One” and who they believe will somehow bring about the end of this reign of terror. 

Not only has this film been influenced by very real history, but it has been influenced by other popular films, 
as well.  At one point, a white deer leads Harry to find an object that will be incredibly important in his fight 
against the Dark Lord. This is similar to the white stag at the end of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
that leads the children out of Narnia.  More obviously, and possibly more importantly, the grave of Albus 
Dumbledore, who has been described as both the Aslan and the John the Baptist of  Harry Potter’s world, 
closely resembles the Stone Table on which Aslan dies in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.   

While it might be fun or interesting to point out the different things that this film references, these two are par-
ticularly important because of how they help develop some of the primary themes of this film: evil is real, and 
horrible things that have happened in the past can happen again, if we allow them to. But we cannot fight evil 
by passing laws or expecting governments to take care of it. Instead, evil is fought by love and self-sacrifice.    
It also gives some foreshadowing of what is going to happen in the eighth and final film.   

This is not a film for young children; not only is there violence, but a few scenes that, in their presence, show 
the influence of another film—Twilight.  A couple of scenes in the film, scenes that were either not in the book 
at all or were changed for the film, engage in the same soft sensuality that marks the Twilight films. This in-
cludes a scene in which Harry zips up a girl’s dress and a scene in which a character (with help from the Dark 
Lord Voldemort) imagines that Harry is physically involved with another girl (and they sparkle, like the vam-
pires in Twilight).  Other subtle references to the Twilight films are actually funnier—at one point, the charac-
ter Ron interrupts Hermione as she tells a story that occurred at “twilight, and claims that he had always heard 
the story told as occurring at  “Midnight.”  After one dark look, he amends his statement and says “Twilight. 
Twilight’s better.”  At an early showing of this film, at least one theater was filled with girlish giggles when 
that line was spoken.   

This is also not a film for people who are curious about the whole Harry Potter phenomenon and want to know 
what is going on. While a few characters are re-introduced, the majority of the film works from the assumption 
that the audience already knows who the main characters are and what are the main issues at stake.    

(Thank you to Melissa Juvinall who pointed out to me the similarities between this film and the Narnia movie 
and the references to Twilight that can be found in this movie.) 

 

Waiting for Superman rated PG  

****              

This documentary by Davis Guggenheim makes the case that the American public school system is failing. He 
backs this up with statistics, and says that the number one reason schools are failing is bad teachers. And be-
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cause of strong teacher unions, it is almost impossible to fire a teacher once they have tenure. As a result, 
American children are falling further and further behind children in other countries, and will not have the skills 
needed for the jobs of the future.    

Geggenheim does give us hope by showing us a few examples of those who have used new models to improve 
reading and math scores. He profiles Geoffrey Canada, who runs the Harlem Success Academy.  

Near the end of the film we see parents and their children hoping to get into charter schools through a lottery 
system. The odds are very much against them. Most of the students and parents will go home disappointed.  

This is an important film, and one that I heard about on podcasts from Albert Mohler and Chuck Colson. I also 
know that Oprah Winfrey devoted an entire show to the film. And yet only four other people were in the thea-
tre on the opening weekend we saw it. Try to see this film – whether you have children or not. It makes some 
strong statements about the state of our current public school system.           
            

Unstoppable, rated PG-13 

***1/2 

In this film loosely based on true events, Denzel Washington stars as Frank Barnes. The 28 year veteran re-
cently received his pink slip from the railroad. Today, he is breaking in a new man, Will Colson (Chris Pine), 
who got his job because he is related to someone in the main office.  

While Frank and Will uncomfortably get to know each other, elsewhere, a freight train with no engineer on 
board is accelerating to 70 miles per hour. The suspense begins almost immediately as the yard master in 
charge of dispatch and operations,  Connie Hooper (Rosario Dawson) and an executive (Kevin Dunn) both try 
to stop the runaway train before it gets to a dangerous curve in Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

The film is directed well by Tony Scott. Viewers will be on the edge of their seats as they watch this exciting 
film. Unfortunately, the film is marred by adult language, include the abuse of God’s and Jesus’ names.  

 

The Town, rated R 

***1/2  

In his second film as director, Ben Affleck also stars as Doug in this film about a gang that lives in the 
Charleston neighborhood of Boston. This one square mile neighborhood supposedly has more thieves and 
bank robbers than anywhere else in the country. Doug’s crew robs banks. In one particular robbery, they take a 
hostage (Rebecca Hall as Clair). Doug is concerned that Clair may be able to identify Doug and his friends, so 
he follows her to a laundromat. Before he knows it, he is developing a relationship with Clair. Of course he 
tries to keep that from his friends and keep what he does for a living from Clair.  

Between robberies, we see Doug going to meet his father in prison. We hear that his mother left when he was 
young (though the film tells us more about her later). We meet neighborhood thugs that have control over 
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Doug and his gang. We then meet an FBI team that is pretty sure that Doug’s team is responsible for a robbery 
that includes a shooting (after the robbery that included Clair’s kidnapping), but can they prove it?  

A key character is Doug’s friend Jem, played by Jeremy Renner, who also starred in The Hurt Locker. Clair 
may be able to identify him from the robbery.   

The film includes a car chase that is interesting, but just not realistic. It also includes a significant amount of 
adult language, including the abuse of Jesus’ name, some brief nudity and sexual content. Thus, there are some 
negative elements to consider before watching this otherwise strong film, one which will most likely get strong 
consideration at Oscar time.        

 

Three Days After, rated PG-13 

*** 

Russell Crowe, one of the better actors of our time, stars as John Brennan, a junior college teacher from Pitts-
burgh. After a night out with friends, police burst into their home and arrest his wife Lara (Elizabeth Banks) 
for murder.  John then spends years and their family finances on appeals to get her out of prison.  When all of 
that fails, he learns that Lara will be transferred to the state penitentiary in three days. He then decides that he 
must take matters into his own hands.  

This film could lead to some interesting discussions afterwards. If someone you love is wrongly accused, what 
would you do for them, legal or otherwise? 

The film is a remake of a 2008 French film titled “Anything for Her”, and is directed by Paul Haggis, who has 
directed such films as “Crash” and “Million Dollar Baby”. It includes some adult language, including the 
abuse of God’s and Jesus’ names and some sexuality. 

  

Morning Glory, rated PG-13 

*** 

This comedy features a strong cast with Rachel McAdams as Becky Fuller in the lead role as a hard working 
assistant producer who ends up losing her job when the station brings in someone else. She eventually finds 
work, when Jerry (Jeff Goldblum) hires her at IBC as the executive producer at the last place early morning 
show Day Break, where Diane Keaton (as Colleen Peck) is the long-time lead female co-host. Fuller immedi-
ately fires the male co-host and must find a replacement that is already under contract with the network. She 
finds a loophole in veteran newsman Mike Pomeroy’s (Harrison Ford) contract and she approaches him about 
the job. He absolutely detests the idea of an early morning news/entertainment program, and makes no secret 
of it.  The film is about Fuller trying to save the program with Pomeroy as the new co-host.  

The film was better than I thought it would be, thanks in good part to the energy that McAdams brings. Unfor-
tunately, there is a good deal of sexual humor in the film, implied sexual activity, adult language and a signifi-
cant amount of abuse of God and Jesus’ names. 



�

 Megamind, rated PG  

*** 

Megamind (voiced by Will Ferrell) and Metro Man (voiced by Brad Pitt) have been rivals since they were ba-
bies. Metro Man always seemed to win their head to head competitions. When Megamind, who has a large 
blue head, captures reporter Roxanne Ritchi (voiced by Tina Fey), we assume that Metro Man will rescue her. 
But he doesn’t. Instead, Metro Man is defeated and Megamind rules Metro City. But instead of being happy 
and content that he now has everything, he isn’t. He actually misses Metro Man and the competition between 
them. He’s actually even a little depressed. What is he to do about this?  

We enjoyed this animated film, which in some ways was similar to Despicable Me from a few months back, 
though between the two films we thought that one was better. This film will appeal mostly to younger viewers. 
There is some violent content, but it should be fine except for very young viewers.   
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A Sentimental Christmas – Russ Taff 
 
Some current listeners may only know Taff from his time with the Gather Homecoming Tours, but he has had 
quite a career from his time with the Imperials to his time as a top CCM solo artist to his time with the Gaither 
Vocal Band, spanning pop rock, southern Gospel, country and rhythm and blues. His 1985 album Medals was 
in the Hall and Oates “blue eyed soul” genre and his attempt at a pop crossover. He has been one of Christian 
music’s best vocalists for more than 30 years.  
 

In 1992, Taff released his first Christmas album A Christmas Song. It was very different from anything he had 
released in the past, much more like a Nat King Cole Christmas album. It has always been one of my favorite 
Christmas albums, so I was thrilled to see that Russ and longtime friend James Hollihan, who have been mak-
ing music together since high school, have reunited for a sequel in the same style as A Christmas Song with 
some big band and lush orchestration backing.   
 

Featuring some well-known Christmas songs – “The Christmas Song”, Christmas Time is Here”, Jingle Bells”, 
“Winter Wonderland”, and “Silent Night”, the collection also features lesser known songs that the listener will 
enjoy. “Count Your Blessings (Instead of Sheep)” was written by Irving Berlin for the 1954 film White Christ-
mas. “Peace” first showed up on Michael McDonald’s first Christmas album. “Christ is Born” was written by 
Domenico Bartolucci and Ray Charles.  
 

Another Sentimental Christmas would be a fine addition to your Christmas music collection.  
 
 
And if Our God is For Us…by Chris Tomlin (Deluxe Edition)  
  
Of my top music releases for the year, three have come in the past few weeks, with Jars of Clay, Third Day 
and now Chris Tomlin. Over the past few years, I have listened to more of Tomlin’s music than I have any 
other artist, so I was eagerly anticipating the release of this new project. I was not disappointed.  
 

Live versions of a few of these songs “Our God”, “Awakening” (and “Where the Spirit of the Lord Is” – only 
available on the Deluxe Edition) were released on the Passion conference music release earlier this year. “Our 
God”, easily my top song of the year, and widely being sung in churches and at conferences across the county 
appears in two versions on the Deluxe Edition – a new studio version, and an excellent acoustic version, but 
not the live version that listeners are used to hearing on the radio.  
 

The “Deluxe Edition” contains four acoustic songs, the two already mentioned, plus “I Will Follow” and 
“Majesty of Heaven”, plus a video of Tomlin talking about the album. In my opinion, the four acoustic songs 
were definitely worth the $3.00 extra charge on Tunes.  
 

Time Magazine has stated that each Sunday 40 million people will sing Tomlin’s songs in church. There are 
several songs on this new collection that will translate well to the worship service, including “I Lift My 
Hands”, “Majesty of Heaven”, “Lovely”, “All to Us”, “Faithful” and “Awakening”.  
 

Tomlin has given his sound a new electronic feel on a few of the songs, notably “No Chains on Me”, “I Will 
Follow” and “Jesus My Redeemer”. I like the change. There is still plenty of the classic Chris Tomlin sound to 
please his many fans.  
�

Tomlin absolutely dominates the Christian music charts and that will continue with And if Our God is For 
Us…This new project is not that much different from his other works, so if you have been blessed by his music 
in the past, you certainly will be this one as well.    
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Thanks… 
We would like to thank our contributors this month: Pastor Bob, Pastor Dave, Pastor Jeff, Pastor Duane, Art 
Moser, Nick Anderson, Sharon Bourne, Eric Cowell, Laura Lyons, Melody Green, Albert Mohler and Doug 
Michael. 
 
Coram Deo Submissions… 
We welcome your submissions. Please deliver them in person, by mail or email to bntpence@msn.com.   
Send them for the January issue by 6:00 pm on Tuesday, December 28. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, Presbyterian Church in America 
1301 North Linden, Normal, IL  61761   (309) 452-7927 

www.christchurchpca.org �  Christ.churchpca@frontier.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Friday: 9-12 
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�Pastors: 
 

Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor           

   rs.revival@frontier.com 

David Keithley, Youth & Family Pastor 

   pastordave.Christchurch@frontier.com 

Jeff McCord, Pastor of Ministries      

   jbmccord@gmail.com  

Duane Otto, Assistant Pastor   

   duaneotto@mac.com 
 

Elders:  
 

Bob Force …………662-0978 
Nick Georgas……... 664-5240 

Gary Haluska…309-691-2438 
David Loomis……...862-3180 

Art Moser……. 309-681-8433 
Bill Pence………… 452-5438 

Bill Ray…………… 828-2721 
Bill Wilson………..  661-2885 

 

Deacons: 
 

Gary Ayers………..829-8303 
Chris Evans………. 827-7088 

Don Hailey…..  309-699-1351 
Dave Helling……..  862-3510 

Michael Lyons…… 828-8660 
Bob Mathes………. 963-2018 

Chris McNeilly…… 726-1167 
Robert Nagle……… 828-3841 

Steve Parsons……   662-0974 
Mark Swiger……… 827-8102 
Pete Juvinall……….452-8917 
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